W.Va. wind proposal found lac

Liberty Gap may not have met ‘burden of proof,’
says engineering division

BY ANNE ADAMS « STAFF WRITER the project to the substation, which requirestdighland County, among them the Blue Grass
100-foot wide corridor. cemetery, Doe Hill area, and Sitlington Hill at
CHARLESTON, W.Va. —Fhere are fur- the McDowell Civil War battlefield.
ther indications this week that a 50-megawatt Visual impacts in ] ]
wind utility planned for Jack Mountain in Virginia and West Virginia Extending the project?

Pendleton County is likely to spread into High-
land County, Va. by the end of 2009.
Even if the plant were to remain in

Pendleton, it will likely be seen from pointsOf the requirements for the agencies’ sitin
in Highland, including the McDowell 9 g

, ; R . rules were met, they said, but there were st
Battlefield'’s historic Sitlington Hill. y

. S some specifics lacking where the map “appea$€2-
Either way, experts for West Virginia’s Pub- b g P pph The engineering report also appears to con-

lic Service C - th i to either lack sufficient scale to illustrate t r? h bility. thouah Lib indi
Ic ervgl:e omr_nlsstlr(])n say teyt(;r?'nnt(') reCr'equired information or lacks the informatior] '™ t f”‘t possibility, thoug L'. .erty Gap indi-
ommend approving the project at this time. altogether. Some specific information whicrfate‘j it has no curre.nt, specific plans for add-
Liberty Gap, LLC, a subsidiary of U.S. ; - dag turbines to the linear array as proposed.
, o . appears to be lacking for this map concer X
Wind Force, has an application pending be- ESC staffers looked at the May 2006 PJM in-

! . 72 “public or private recreational areas, parks, fo i e ]
fore the PSC, and testimony is being filed 'Hsts, hunting or fishing areas, and arCheolo(\;{gconnectlon facilities study, which shows the

PSC analysts noted Liberty Gap submitted AS p(rjevio(l;_sly rﬁportgd lt? The Repolider,
topographical and aerial maps to illustrate thl:e>‘]'vI grid studies showed Liberty Gap is keep-

project that sufficiently show its scale. Most"d OP€N its optign to _extenc_i the project fur-
%ﬁer down the ridge into Highland County

cross the Virginia state line in the Doe Hill

plre([j)z:ratlg)n folrzan evidentiary hearing SChe(i'allhistorical places.” They indicate some o qu.est filed by _the fcompany allows foLa
u eA or et(;{ d. N bmitted i the missing information could be submitte(ﬁn""xl'(rjnum capac(;ty of 200 megawatts. That

mong he documents submitted 1S a reguring required surveys that will come later,VOUld accommo a_te up to 112.’ 1.8-megawatt
port by state PSC engineers analysts. Liberty Ultimately, they said, it is impossible toturbines. The studies show Liberty Gap re-
Gfap, thf?ytsmd, mayﬂr:ot hak;/l_e me:;ttsh burd%l]etermine the structures' total height above Sgélelsts qon-conflcc)jrmlng chaTjges, and that the
of prool "o ensure the public and the enVir, | 5 q visibility” because the final locationtot&! Project wou notexceed 155 megawatts.
ronment would not be harmed by the faC|I|tyO the turbines is not Changes require further study, PSC staffers

i yet known. )
The 128-page report summarizes most off said.

. ) L . Liberty Gap provided the PSC with draw- L )
Liberty Gap’s application materials and StUdi'ngs from various scenic overlooks from which The report's description of commercial

ies, and some of those filed by Friends of Beay- project will be seen, including Reddis/PPeration shows 44 turbine unites in place on
tiful Pendleton County, the grass roots group v Spruce Knob, U S’ 200 at the KimbalP" before Nov. 30, 2008, and another 42 units

opposed to the plant. Technical ana I_y_st Wayri—“:arm, the Pendleton courthouse, and Germa%?!raﬁ::r?gic:a??r%r;oggg A?A:fltuzrct))?r?es for this

P_er_due of the PS.C,S e_nginee_r_d_lwsmn, an\(?alley overlook. From some of these, some "'~ X
Dixie Kellmeyer of its utilities division, found of the turbine array will be visible, and fromProject is equivalent to 79.2 megawatts,” the

some of the developer’s studies lacking. Thegthers it will not be seen at all report states. “The additional 42 turbines

reviewed a host of things related to Liberty From Spruce Knob’s overlook tower forV

Gap’s application for a state permit, inCIUdm%xample it appears the tip of one turbine m

the co_nclusmns ”_”a‘?'e b_y other West \ﬁrg_lm%? seen. From the courthouse, at least one fuh1e (utilities study) also indicates Liberty Gap
agencies, transmission line studies, and VISL&a

o arbine will be visible. They will not been seer"ust obtain all site permits as well as a siting
and noise impacts.

certificate before Sept. 30, 2007 and have a

The utility would be owned by U.S. Windfrox Soe-mqilin?/a\d/?lzlse)gnh;)lyv/vsei;/evxr/.as conducteg’€morandum of understanding (for acquiring
Force LLC. The company proposes a plargjtn the basis of topographical features Whicﬂquipment) before Oct. 31, 2007. The loca-
producing up to 125 megawatts_of electricit)éIOeS not include the impact of tree ar,1d foliion of the additional 42 turbines is not clear.”
T T i tonS e cover o man e sinucures, Wil L, HOVSUEn gven te topography o te
. dg . .. _erty Gap’s studies show viewshed impact wilprojectsite, mos? Involved agree | ,t e pr_OJECt
Franklin, along with a 17-mile transm|33|orb were extended, it would likely be into High-

. ~~ "~ .be minimal from the turbine site, certain por - o
line to carry the power to the substation in P &gnd.The PSC staff said Liberty Gap indicated

Franklin. The total cost of the project is estigg:Smozi;hbeet;ir;nc:’istﬂi?]nolree#; : et;lfﬁir»:;gl:)}he possible off-site construction of further
mated at between $175 million-$190 miIIion.nO impact is predicted with five rr’liles additions “is possible if the demand for renew-
Depending on the model of turbines used, the A EOBPC consultant. however prdvided gble energy continues to expand.”
towers and their blades would reach a heigﬁét of 24 additional vie\;v points f(’)r the area The engineers noted the souther tip of the
of between 339 and 426 feet. ; ; : ndleton project is at the West Virginia-Vir-
Liberty Gap secured 71 lease arrangeme sttgound the project site. PSC staff, using GPE border. “Jack i i h-
p g r}echnology, confirmed the project would pdinia border. “Jack Mountain continues sout

off-site to construct the transmission line from from those points, some of which lie iWesterly so that additional wind turbines could

ould constitute an additional 75.6 megwatts
ith a total facility output of 154.8 megawatts.

seen



be installed in the state of Virginia in a fashstated by Liberty Gap — that in this specific
ion that is contiguous with the West Virginiaarea, “avoidance may not be possible.”
portion of this project. Therefore, wind tur- The PSC staff report said it's clear FOPBC
bines generating power in the state of Virginiand Liberty Gap differ as to how the project
would be transmitting their generated powemight impact water resources, especially the
to (Alleghany Power’s) North Franklin sub-developer’s claim it would have no impact at
station.” all. “The main problem with that claim is that
no evidence is presented to support it,” the

Water resources [ike[y to be report explains. “Any number of basic field
imp acted observations directly contradict the underly-

, ] . ._ing assumption put forth by (Liberty Gap) that
¢ PSC's report extgnsa/ely rgwewgd StUdIeéach formation, aquifer, geographic area ... and
g Wha'ie(:)régscources :n the prgji(_:kt) site grea lf:?’eologic feature somehow stands in isolation

ot : consu tants and Liberty Gap —.,, everything else around it. Such observa-
a point of contention between the company,ns are readily visible at many places.”
and those opposed to the project. Further, they said, “Sinking streams are the

Essentially, Liberty Gap has stated it P'€ule in limestone areas of Pendleton County,

.d'CtS no Wats ' resourcies.wo#ld gebaﬁgggg t?}’ot the exception. Given that this scenario is
Its prOJe(?t, ut a geologist 'flre )é K fcéo visible in so many places, it seems aston-
says springs, streams, aquifers and karst qgﬁing that almost none of it is acknowledged,

tures in the area are all integral components | | .t |ass described in any detail (by Liberty
a complex, interconnected hydrogeologic an).”

system that begins as groundwater rechargeIn Qeneral, they agreed the lack of analysis

on tng sunllmlt of \Lack 'Mofuntam, and th%rovided by the company “basically leaves
much Is unknown about its features. standing the vague and misleading statements

PSC engineers said it is S|gn|.f|cant thajh the primary application, such as ‘the wind
contrary to the water budget requirements i roject will not affect any surface or subsur-
state siting rules, “the applicant has failed t

K led h itude of this | face water body’ and thus deserves to be ex-
acknowledge the magnitude of this issue IQmpt from the various requirements in the sit-

either the p””?ary applicajtion or the phaseihg rules and ‘any net decrease in diffuse re-
repqrt, and fa|led to prpwde even the mo harge area will be offset by the increased re-
basic of details concerning how they intend t8hargeable flow quantity, which is just a con-

‘encourage direct infiltration’ of such a mass, o |uted way of saying ‘increased storm run-
sive volume of storm water, greater streargﬁ

bank erosion ... and increased sediment ...” but’

Liberty Gap “rightfully points out the inher- .

ent difficulties” associated with replanting Overa”, CO'T'CIU_S'.O_H

vegetation on such severely disturbed ground 1he PSC’s engineering division stated there

where the turbines would be located. appear to be major disputes between experts
The erosion and sediment likely to bdor Liberty Gap and those opposing the project

caused by the project “has the potential to aftS intervenors on everything from bat mortal-

fect the long term and seasonal viability ofty @nd noise, to water and viewshed impacts.

many private water supplies,” the report conBecause of the complexity of the expert tes-

cluded. timony and project studies, the engineering

Engineers also expressed concerns abdllYision is concerned that the applicant may
bat populations, particularly endangered sp89t have met its ‘burden of proof”in assuring
cies, in caves known to exist throughout thf1at the public and environment will not be
region near the project site. The full extent di2rmed by the proposed project. Therefore, the
most of these caves, and the details of th&pgineering division finds that it cannot rec-
ground watersheds, are not known.” they saigmmend granting the applicant a siting cer-
In one area particularly, along Sandy Ridghficate at this time.” _ .
Road, the karst topography is among the most The report did .re.comr'nend a list of condi-
well-developed. Liberty Gap’s report, thequs for the PSC if it decided to grant the per-
said, “seems to imply that resolution of unextit anyway.
pected cave and karst encounters is a simple
matter of grout and filter fabric, but this is not
likely to be the case, especially if construc-
tion ... collapses the roof of a cavern.” They
concluded that any attempts to fix such a prob-
lem are “likely to lead to an ongoing cascade
of further problems.”

Engineers said they do agree with one thing



