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A transcript: Hearing on wind energy proposal

Editor’s note: Last week’s newspaper coverage of the May minutes talking about something that you really needn’t concawnment.’ This project keeps the character of the land agricultural.
19 public hearing on a conditional use permit request from High- yourself with and that is the seed of fear that has been planted byitkéll continue to be grazing land, it benefits the county as a whole,
land New Wind Development reflected only a small portion of opposition to this project. Specifically the fear that granting a comnd it does not degrade the environment. In fact, it contributes to
the nearly eight hours of testimony given that night. The meet- ditional use permit application to Highland New Wind Developpreservation of the environment. It also furthers a number of spe-
ing, which lasted from 6:30 p.m. to 2 a.m. on the morning of ment will somehow tie your hands with regards to any future winéfic and general goals set out in the 1999 comprehensive plan of
May 20, was record-setting in its length, the number who at- applications, resulting in a wind turbine on every ridge line in Highdighland County.

tended (roughly 500), and in the number of speakers (about 100).land County. That's simply is not the case. Goal: Retain agricultural as an important economic sector, in-
Due to the weight of this issue pending before Highland [Passes letter to board members cluding recommendations to explore ways of providing farmers with
County, the possible site of Virginia’s first industrial wind util- That's a letter that analyzes the legal framework that deals wécond income opportunities. That's exactly what this project does

ity, we felt compelled to provide a complete transcript of those the issue of discrimination in land use decision-making and becafmethe McBride family. It allows them to keep this land as farm
who spoke that night, which follows here on 20 pages. While we of the limited time that we have | won't go through all of the pointand, by providing them with a second-income opportunity.
do not expect many subscribers to read every word, we hopebut | would like to take a few minutes to talk about one case that's Goal: Increase the county’s financial resources. including rec-

this can be a good resource for all interested parties in the re- cited in those materials. ommending to investigate ways to increase the tax base through
maining days before our board of supervisors makes its deci-  And that's the most recent supreme court case, Virginia Supreloeal regional economic development and analyze the development
sion. Court case, that deals with the issue of discrimination in land us&alternate sources of tax revenue. As John will discuss in more

Those who read parts of this transcript should be aware itis That's the 2001 case of Fairfax County versus McDonald'detail this project has a direct, beneficial bottom-line impact on High-
a nearly verbatim record of the spoken word, complete with McDonald’s applied to Fairfax County for a special use permit tand County.
sentence fragments or incomplete thoughts, and reflecting the add a drive-through window to an existing restaurant. Fairfax County Goal: Preserve and protect atmospheric quality in Highland
language and tone of the speakers. Some spoke directly fromsaid no. The same day it said no, it said yes to a competing fast fGodinty, including a specific recommendation that the county ‘seek
written statements; others spoke without notes. restaurant with a drive through window, shortly on the heels of hatie establishment of clean industries that do not produce harmful
Allegheny Mountain Radio was kind enough to provide its ing said yes to yet another McDonald’s suit. The case went all #raissions.’
recording of the hearing to The Recorder, which consisting of way to the Virginia Supreme Court, where McDonald’s lost. A commercial wind farm is a clean industry that does not pro-
eight, one-hour tapes. Consequently, there are a few places where  The Virginia Supreme Court gave us a rule that governs thedsice harmful emissions. and in fact lessens the need for dirty indus-
those manning the radio equipment were switching cassette sue of discrimination in land use. In a nutshell that rule is, a lo¢gf that does produce harmful emissions. We also contend that this
tapes. Those breaks are marked in this text. government can treat two similarly situated applicants differentlytoject would actually improve another economic base for High-
We apologize in advance for errors contained in this docu- can discriminate among them, so long as it has a justificationlamd County, which is tourism. Another pervasive theme in the com-
ment, as not every word was intelligble. The Recorder will gladly rational basis for doing so. The interesting thing about tipeehensive plan. John Flora will give some specific examples in
correct mistakes in next week’s issue if we are notified by speak- McDonald’s case is the court never even got to that test of standargport of that position.

ers of our errors. because it decided that mcd and the other restaurants were not evdfinally, your ordinance requires, requires that you address three
Supervisors meet Tuesday, June 7 in a regular meeting, atsimilarly situated and in making that decision, it looked at a numhmmcerns in analyzing any conditional use permit application.
which time they will set a date to vote on this request. of things particular to the sites — access, traffic patterns, configura- 1. ‘The effect of the proposed use or special exception on exist-
tion, size, neighborhood, characteristics of the site to sayg and projected traffic volumes in the neighborhood.’ | trust we
Lisa Hawkins McDonald’s, you're not in the same boat with these other appliczn all agree that state route 250 is more than sufficient to meet the

. L . tions so the issue of discrimination is completely irrelevant. So haminimal traffic demands of this project.

Good evening. My name is Lisa Hawkins. I'm a land use attqg yhat relevant to your decision tonight? 2. ‘The current and future need for the proposed use in Highland
ney with the Harrisonburg office of Keeler Obenschain PC. I'm g gjte that Highland New Wind has selected for its special uSeunty and the area.’ This gets to the economic development ben-
here with my partner, John Flora, to speak on behalf of Highlaggjication is particularly well-suited to commercial wind develogfit, as well as furthering the county’s stated goals that | reviewed,
New Wind Development LLC, the applicant. o ment. It has among the best winds that have yet been identifieéhiriuding those related to economic development, tourism, and pres-
~ John will focus more on the specifics of the application and the, eastemn region of the United States. It has an existing 69 &Wation of local resources, and promotion of clean industries.
issues that have come up over the past several years that this projgftnowered super-duper transmission line already running through3. ‘The character of the existing neighborhood and the effect of
has been in process in Highland County. L it, and can be connected into the electrical grid without the cahe proposed use or special exception on existing property values.’

My goal is to provide some context for tonight's decision in termgction or installation of any additional overhead power lines. Its This is really the crux of it, | think, and it's the perfect place to
of the legal framework. | have to say at the outset that | suspgclessible through state route 250, and the existing access roacbtiat the ball to John, who will focus on these questions and related
John and | are a little outnumbered. I've been practicing land ysg pe restored to its pre-project condition when the project is coiigsues.
law for quite awhile and | have to tell you thats not at all unusugieteq. It can be constructed without adversely affecting any wood- Thank you very much.

The applicant is almost always outnumbered. It's a lot easier to %ds, waterways, watersheds, or flood plains. It's in the western-

people to appear to speak against somgt’hing than itis to get peﬁ‘ﬂj@t region of the county which is sparsely populated. It cant be Iohn Flora
to speak in favor of it, particularly when it's something new. Thatsen from Monterey, or any other significant population center in
especially true where the opposition is extremely vocal and Wef”l'ghland County, or any designated growth area in Highland County. [RECORDING INTERRUPTED]

organized. It can be a little intimidating, and even frightening, {85 sq close to the West Virginia line that similar view shed impacts ** after all this time | have very little new information of sub-
put yourself out there in support of something when you're goingp ihis project will likely happen anyway, without any economistance to submit to you tonight. As developments have occurred,
run into people who are vehemently opposed to it at the local gas,«fits to Highland County if in fact wind development in W\WE have tried to keep you informed as to those developments. One
station or the grocery store, especially in a small community.  .gniinues. significant change is that tonight we have many supporters and speak-
Wehave supporters here tonight. And we hope that some of themy ., many parcels of land in Highland County do you truly thin&"S with us. The focus of my remarks will be on why this project
will speak. We know we also have supporters who aren't here fge similarly situated to that site? And even if you could find On%bould be approved, and more importantly, why this project should
night. But this isn't a head count. Land use decisions are not abgitt¢ you think you could also find a rational basis for distinguisﬁ’-e supported by all the citizens of Highland County who care about
how many people support it, and how many people are opposeqinéfthis site from that one, this application from that one. That's i future and want to preserve Virginia's Switzerland.
it were that easy we wouldn't need a board of supervisors to m law requires. What else does the law require? Let's talk about YOU have a difficult task of balancing the advantages and disad-
the determination. It's also not about how loudly those in favor, gi,: vantages of this project in Highland County. Later this evening you
against, talk, or how secretly they whisper. It's about what makes\yere asking for a conditional use permit. Your ordinances ré&'€ going to hear about all kinds of bad things pertaining to wind
sense for the county. And your job is to make a decision that maﬁﬁﬁe you to find that that proposed use is compatible with surroufi@ms. But you know what? It's a rapidly increasing business be-
sense for the county, even if some people will be upset or angrYn@tuses, consistent with the intent of the zoning ordinance and8¥S€ most of the things you’re going to hear later tonight are exag-
that decision. the land use element of the comprehensive plan, in the public infigrated or simply not true. If wind farms are so bad, why are they
| think part of the reason there are so many people here tonigggl and in compliance with all other provisions of law and ordiverywhere in Europe, even in Switzerland?
is that you have done a very good job in managing this process. |t$,.e of Highland County. [Displays photos to board]
taken a long time, several years, there have been multiple forums;on, Fiora will review the impacts that the project poses for These are a few pictures of wind turbines in Switzerland. World-
and opportunities to gather and share information. There has %lﬁfbining land, real and imagined, and will touch on consideratiofide, wind power generation has tripled over the past five years. If
been a lot of time for those who are opposed to the project to Qfayant to determining compatibility with surrounding uses ahgey were noisy, smelly, dangerous, and bad, my bet s, you wouldn't
chestrate what you see tonight. That’s a good thing, in terms of H?ﬁ)lic interest. see such tremendous worldwide growth. You wouldn't read about
process. But | caution you, don't give it more weight than it de- My focus is more on consistency with the comprehensive m\g{\lfarren Buffet and Goldman-Sachs investing in wind power, but
Serves. = and the zoning ordinance. The proposed site is zoned A-2, as RotjBft4 &re- And Highland County needs to be part of that growth. You
Let's talk about the petition, for example. A lot of people havie; mpert mentioned. That's the general agricultural district in HigW—'” hear that they are noisy. They are not. The turbines are as loud
signed it. But those individuals don't have the benefit of all of thgq County, not the conservation district. It's also not in the arg @ refrigerator when you're standing 1,000 feet away, and there
information you have, and your job is to sift through that informayaniified in the comprehensive plan as deserving of special viéi¢ "° houses within a 1,000 feet of this project.
tion, as well as their opinions, and come to your own independgfky treatment, which is the area around McDowell Battlefield. Your You will hear that lighting is excessive or disturbing. It is not.
conclusion as to what makes sense for Highland County. You hay8inance says about A-2, “The character of the district should ighting on wind turbine farms is minimal and non-intrusive. The
a number of legal standards that have to govern you in that procgss, agricultural in nature, with industry or commercial activitieg A Will be releasing its guidelines later this summer, we've been
in decision-making, but before I get to those I'd like to spend a feyif,\ved when they will benefit the area without degrading the enwaiting for this, and we expect those guidelines to be consistent
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with the present policy of requiring lights on certain, but not all, iroject? boost to your budget. It would provide much needed services and
the turbines. Over time, as the wind business and renewable energy busirisitimize the need for increased real estate tax. | don't see how you
You will hear that the turbines are dangerous because bladesdfiaks up, you will have less coal-burning facilities in our regiogan turn that down. The broad-based economic benefits to all citi-
off and ice throw. They are not. There has been one death repoaied you will have better vision, so you will have a better view shekgns of Highland County far outweigh the view shed concerns of a
in the wind industry over the past 20 years throughout the workbur trout will be better with less acid rain. The positive impact few.
That's when a sky diver missed his mark. No deaths have been catigbland County is cleaner air, and cleaner water. In conclusion, the birds and bats which you will hear about later
by ice throws or blades falling off. The only other non-economic benefit that | can identify is vieare not relevant to tonight's forum. That will be handled at the State
You will hear that adjacent property owners’land will be greatlshed. There are many people who like to look at wind turbiné&rporation Commission and we will deal with that at that time.
devalued. It will not. There is empirical evidence that values willhey believe they are majestic and beautiful to look at. This projé¥fe cannot proceed with this project without satisfying with the U.S.
actually increase. We presented to you several months ago, | thinkilitprovide significant employment — 80-100 jobs during the corfFish and Wildlife. Noise is not a factor. View shed directly affects
was in December, a 2003 survey prepared by the renewable enstgyction phase. Some of the specialized labor that is needed, fipiagit people. This wind farm project is in the right place, and this is
policy project that studied wind farms throughout this country. Thvll come in from outside the county to construct this project, withe right time for the county to shore up its financing. If you want to
conclusion of that 2003 survey, and | quote, “Although there is somecessarily spend room and board dollars in Highland County. Dbe- Virginia's's Switzerland, then you need to approve this condi-
variation in the three cases studied, the results point to the samgeconstruction phase there should be a significant boost to tie@al use permit.
conclusion: the statistical evidence does not support a contentmral economy, particularly in the service sector. On an ongoing Thank you for all of your work, and your attention.
that property values within the view shed of wind development stiasis, this project will create one maybe two permanent jobs to main-
fer or perform poorer than in a comparable region . For the gr&gih and operate the wind farm. LIO}/d PaiSIey
majority of projects in all three of the cases studied, property valuesThe wind farm will be a tourist attraction. If you want to be like
in the view shed actually go up, faster than values in the comgavitzerland, then you need to build some wind farms and advertise.
rable region. You need to sell it. Here is a web site from Switzerland, advertisi d farm, gorrect? S
You will hear that wind turbines are harmful to birds, bats ardtour of a wind farm that was built in 1996. Here is a web site from Install wind f_arms _for a number of developers, assisting in de-
endangered species. They are not. Birds do fly into things, but tBwitzerland advertising a Swiss hotel that sells its proximity tovglopment.and |nst_aII|ng.
bines are no more attractive to birds than a cell tower, your cawiad farm. If you want to look and act and be like Switzerland, th£§ Rdexr_odi. I\’I\Ma:]szi prz]ids: are on t:]me f400'fOOt towers —fthe
five-story building, or a cat. We do not believe there are any enda@what it looks like. Get a wind farm, and you can be just like the un atlon; ve ,ear they're anywhere from two acres to four
gered species on Red Oak Knob or Tamarack. During the State Q@u can be Virginia's Switzerland. acres. Thatswhy 'masking. | want to know .
poration Commission’s permitting process later this summer we will Now for the big ticket item — as we have discussed before, is The foundatjons thgmselves, the_re are ‘_WO types usually used in
be required to conduct an environmental study under the auspieesrevenue that this project provides. th‘? U.S. ’Theres_the_llnear foundation, which for the type of ma-
of U.S. Fish and Wildlife. My remarks tonight are focused on the Once built, although we don’t have an exact and final numbercgIne we're considering here would be somewhere between 14 and

impact of this project on this county, not the impact of a flying squizppears the annual revenue to the county will be $175,OOO1 Ofeet in diameter and something like 32, well, between 30 and 34

fg% deep. But around that during construction we have one that

Supervisor Jerry Rexrode: Mr. Paisley, | understand you install

rel that we don't think exists. That's for another day, in anoth§250,000 a year, $35-$50 million over the 20-year life expectan
forum. of the wind farm. And in the wind farm business, once you cross ) ports the crane _and that would be_ Pro_b_ably 80. fe_et by 52 feet ...

Now there is one problem — at least some people think it'sl&-year threshold, you do everything you can to keep those thil;‘l ﬂ)],;g(:wnetg? fi?]lrj:ggi?)?.ir?g;[;;?:tgrltssom:tﬂsnd’ Ilfkvé I”58ef:ent area
problem — and that’s that wind turbines are not invisible. The tugeing because usually your debt is behind you. That’s just a 20-y rThere);/’E another tvoe of foundation that's alsg used that's iike a
bine itself is 260 feet high, and when you add the blade at its végure — $35 to $50 million. That's a lot of money for a struggling ¢ yF|3d buildi ial buildi
top part, at its tip, they’re just under 400 feet. Some people do notinty. quare footer you wou'd use buliding a commerciaburiding or some
like to see anything different, particularly in Highland County Now you would prefer that | talk about $250,000 a year but n%]e(rjt);]pe of bull(;dtl)ng(;lke :)hat. Itwould gznera]lly bZ"' alh_ole exlgak-)
whether the tower is 400 feet, or 10 feet. client, the McBride family, would prefer that | talk about jus ted that would be dug etween 12 and 15 ,eet eep; it would be

People here have objected to widening 250, the Fast Track, ti®&85,000 a year. And since I'm working for him and he’s payi ftagonal in shape and probably_ somewhere's between 40 and 50
being cut at the courthouse, just about anything. Some people haedo stand up in front of this crowd, that's the number I'm going et across the flat. The bottom piece of the pad would probably be
suggested that we mitigate the impact of the turbines by reduciagus on.
their height to, say, 200 feet. That's not feasible. That's why we The biggest taxpayer currently in Highland County pays abo
have persistently requested permission to construct a 400-foot st&83,000 a year. At $175,000, that's more than five times the morv
ture. provided by largest current taxpayer. It seems to me with your 8

After I've listened to all the speeches, and all the objectionsgitate tax being your primary source of income ... attracting a tax-
seems to me that the biggest objection is that the wind turbinesgager like a wind farm, that doesn'’t cost you anything in terms of
not invisible. That's a pure and simple view shed issue. We've heagtvice demands like this wind project would do, is extremely at-
lots of other objections but | think a lot of people use everythiigactive to the county as a whole, and to every landowner strugglin
they can find to object because they ultimately just don't want to make ends meet. This type of revenue stream will minimize a
see wind turbines. delay your need to increase real estate taxes over the next 20 yﬁ L S . - .

As I've pointed out before, you need to decide how significaot maybe more. t € groun_d and that's Jl.JSt a friction thing ... in the economics of the
that concern really is. Whose view is being impaired by the con- Weidentified the tax issue early on as the key driver and benﬁfpd tu_rbmes, p_roduc_tlon is based on square of the vel_ocny a_t the
struction of wind turbines on Allegheny Mountain? Well first of allfo Highland County. The State Corporation Commission tax co ub h_elght. Bas_lcally it you dOUbl‘? the velocity of the wind I?y in-
there are only four homes of permanent residents who, with sopugation method produces declining revenue stream for this type%?rasmg th? height, you get four tlm_es the produ_ctlon. That's basi-
effort, will see some of these turbines in this remote area of fm®ject. As a result of our conversation, | submitted legislation % ly what it's based on. In most locations as you increase the eleva-

county. In ... New York, there are 35 homes within 800 feet of tHaé&n. Hanger to establish a level, 20-year tax with some cost of FL\?" the wind speed increases and therefore the cost of producing
i

new wind farm. The closest of those four residences on Alleghanyg adjustment. That legislation did not succeed, but we will putt € energy decregses. ) . )
Mountain to a wind turbine will be approximately a half a mildn again next year so you can have a reliable steady stream instea pervisor Robin Sullenberger: Modern tectnology is.... things
Robin, | remember craning our necks from Mr. Brody’s porch arouinfla declining stream of revenue. are baing, prototype, even the proposed towers, | have had some
the trees to try to see the turbine site. Our critics will say we will seek an exemption and you shou plesay that ..._th@e type of turbi Nes may be autrnoded or 0bso-
What about the folks in Mill Gap, or Doe Hill? How often daot approve this unless you absolutely lock up the revenue stre l_Iong before Ilfesp?n of the project ha_s ever been conplet_ed,
you think those people will be offended by the site of the wind tuks you know, we tried to do that, and we just recently got an Att(y,\st in20years... V\_/natsyour take on that, intermsof constructing
bines? Will they ever see them? Many land owners and visitors cameg General opinion on April 5 that in her opinion, that would nibefese and t’hen havm_g thegn be: here and then be obsolete almost
out here to hunt, fish, and enjoy nature. This is a big county wltk possible. | think you've worked long enough with my client a ore they’ re oper i onal' .
lots of trails, fishing spots, and scenic vistas. If someone dislikey law firm to know that if we say we're not going to seek an Let me go bacl_<. In the early SOS’ We saw the advent of the
seeing the turbines, they can avoid seeing them with minimal eff@kemption, we won't. mOdeF“ wind agein ‘h‘? USA, mainly in Ca||forn_|a. It began out
You have a wonderful event each year — the maple syrup festival.When we submit our building permit application, hopefully iﬁhere n machlne_s the size of 40 kw-60 kw-180 kilowatt, 15 meFer
early 2006, the county will receive $120,000 check for the buildif fors, 45 foot d‘lameter. Onl_y now, 25 years_later, are the_y being
[RECORDING INTERRUPTED] permit. The revenue generated by this wind farm development f laced. There’s the whole issue of economics. Wind projects are
huge benefit to every citizen in this county who is trying to preserve most of the money happ_ens at the beginning. You borrow_ the
... [Visitors travel over] Monterey Mountain, and then if theyhe county the way it looks today. Without some source of reveriy@ <Y’ and it _ta_kes a long time to pay ?ﬁ the d_ebt on _the prol_ect.
want to venture even further, across Lantz Mountain, as I've shownand this is a huge source of revenue — you will be faced vv#ﬂd that how '_t Is ... In general you don't see wind projects being
before on the map. rising real estate taxes which will generate more subdivisions, mBGrBOW_ered until the end of the contract ... .
Does that constitute a significant view shed cost? Enoughpimperty sales, more houses, and more infrastructure demands, a fhink one_of the other_thlngs that_peopl(_e are copcerned abqut IS
outweigh the benefits of this wind farm to the county as a wholg€rvice demands. will they get bigger and blgger and ’blgger like they've been doing.
Absolutely not. This project is in a remote location. It's in the right If you have one wind farm, maybe you should have two or thre(i‘él,memly’ thc_e largest machine thats peen ?onstructed and erected
location — on the west side of the county where few people trayedt like Switzerland. They're not going to crop up on every ridgg} the world is the 5-_megawatt’ machine. Its on a 1_08-feet towe_r,
and few people are impacted by change to the view shed. they can't. They must have good road access and transmissioﬂt %25-meter rotor dlame_ter. Its an enormou’s machine. The’re will
Now | want to spend the rest of my time on the benefits. tess. As you work on your long-range comprehensive plan you P ably be only one built on land a}nd tha@s the one that's now
short, the benefits far outweigh the concerns. What are those hdtimately come to some conclusion as to where else besidesgﬂapStrUCted and prototype(_j Tht_ey re de3|g_ne_d for_the offshqre
efits? The biggest benefit by far is revenue — tax dollars — tegheny Mountain in your county wind farms are appropriate. market, where the cost 9f installation and k_)u[ldlng wind farms is
guestion. But let me cover briefly the other benefits that | can iden- But think a minute about the benefits of three wind farms. Thrggtw_een two_and three times the cost of bu_lldmg ane on-shore. S_O
tify. Just focusing on Highland County — not Virginia, not this courtimes $175,000 is $525,000. That's almost a third of the revenit) (itlissrteoag)glgjportant, and the fewer machines the more economi-

try, not the world — what are the non-economic benefits of thigu generated last year from real estate taxes. That's a tremend6

etween 6 and 8 feet flat with reinforcing steel around that. And
en above that would be a cylindrical ... that supports the tower
ft that would probably be something like 6 feet tall and probably
ewhere in the order of 16 to 18 feet in diameter.
Rexrode: You would say no more than 100 feet square?
Probably. When it's final, when it’s cleaned up? Yes. That'’s fair
100 foot by 100 foot.
Rexrode: Then these power turbines. What's the benefit of those
sus the 250-foot turbines?
a}g/hat happens is the wind speed increases with elevation above
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The other issue that will limit the technology for on-shore projecésnall piece — and | started investigating this because | was kindyehtlemen to do the right thing in Highland County. | know the tax
is just transportation alone. Now, we're talking about blades thegainst this whole thing. revenues. | know you're in a position to know the revenues, the
are 116, 125 feet long. To go much longer, we can't get them to thel lived out west for a number of years — lived in Wyomingmandates by the state and local government, that are put on to these
locations we want to put them ... The roads aren'’t built in wayslteed with windmills — and so | started with, you know, we don'tocalities just like they are in Bath.
do it. The highways aren't constructed for that. So there will beasnt that stuff up on the mountain. And so that’s the way | started We know the ability of the people to pay, and | know you look
physical limit on size of the machines. the thing, and then all of sudden in our local newspaper, | starsgdund this county as | do when | go through. I've talked to about

So we've seen significant changes the last five years. We've ssenring this picture every week of this giant alien, and there wa35sor 40 people that are real close friends in Highland County, and
machines get bigger, that's correct. But will it continue for the opickup truck coming over the hill, and the alien was getting readytteey’'ve asked me to speak here tonight, too, on their behalf. And
shore market? | don't think so. gobble up. And | thought, well, you know, that doesn't look likéhey hope as you look at this project that you try to get some tax

Sullenberger: Having seen these all over in Europe, virtually —anything I've ever seen, been living with windmills for years. Afterevenues in here.
every country in Europe has some minimum percentage of renew- | wrote the letter you may have noticed they changed over from When you look around at this county, you see people way past
able energy resources that could run things ... even asmuch as10,  something from Nebraska, | believe. their retirement age, over here working every day trying to make
15, 20 percent. Thereis no federal guideline in this country. Nor is So | went a little closer than Switzerland. | went to Tucker Coungmnough to pay their taxes and live. | know, as in Bath County, these
there a guidelinein the state of Mrginia, and we' ve been somewhat ~ Mt. Storm — some of you have been up there. And there’s milliopsople struggle to pay their taxes and they'll do this before they
disappointed by the fact that we have no model to operate fromin  of, well, not millions, there’s hundreds of pictures you can get. Thespend anything else. And | know that every year some of these people
making part of this decision. Do you —and I’'m speakingtoyouas are 68,000 windmills in the world — 68,000 — every country ido without food and medicine in order to pay their taxes. | think the
an industry insider here, and we know that Sen. Warner and  the world. There’s hundreds of pictures you can get, so | went througlunty is in good hands with you three gentlemen and | know you'll
Alexander have just introduced a bill that'sactually going theother  all the pictures and tried to find something if you were driving ugo the right thing.
direction — do industry insiders feel that it's inevitable that the from Vanderpool, and you were looking over on the mountain, and Thank you for your time.

United Statesis going to adopt minimum guidelines for production  there’s a wind farm there, this is approximately the right perspec-

of green power, and is the industry banking on that, in terms of tive. These windmills were built two years ago, wind generators.

fu_tur_e viability and profitability and the things that go along with ~ They are the tall ones, and they_ are actl_JaIIy what you un!d see. So Iacob Hevener
thisindustry? those of you who have got the impression that a windmill is some- . o

I think that, | mean, as part of the energy bill a year or so afing that towers over you — | only have five of these if you want ™M Jacob Hevener. I'm from Hightown, Virginia. -
there was, at the federal level, the idea people were pushingtépjust pass them around — those of you who have never seen 4d I'd like to remind you gentlemen, that is, Robin and Jerry, |
what would be called a federal RPS, renewable portfolio standaniid generator might just take a quick look. This is a real picturelffink it was almost three years ago we went to Pennsylvania at the
and | don't believe there ever will be a federal RPS. Personally Feal place that's just a couple hours away from us. I'll just gBYitation of a wind farm to look at these things for the first time.
don't believe it will be, and the reason | believe that is that eattfese started. And I went along — | got to ride shotgun and Jerry was driving.
state would like to regulate its own things rather than have the fed-I have a lot of pictures, | have a lot of data. | have a lot of infor- Anyway, what I'd like to say is, they wined and dined us. They
eral government do that. And | think that's the main reason it womtation if anybody would be interested in it. | also gave to thel@@k us out. ltwas snowing — about six inches of snow — and you
be. | believe also there are a number of industry players such aséliews — and | have a copy — a bunch of references. I'm noguld see these things in the background. You could see the wind-
oil and gas industry, the coal industry, and the nuclear industry thatitical person. | don't have any agenda. These are governm@&H#{S; @nd | was as close to them probably as to the door over there,
have a lot more money to spend on what happens in the fedestdrences. There’s pro-windmill, anti-windmill, concerned citizen&nd | could hear nothing. I didn't see anything wrong. They were

government. So | don't believe it will happen. I tried to go to everything and tried to get a middle of the ground. §@ing about this fast, and 1 didn't see anything wrong with them
However, about the other question — for example, do we neeifl gou're interested in looking at these, I'd be glad to show them {f'atsoever. And | enjoyed that trip. They were trying to sell us on

state RPS to see a boom in the industry? No. Wyoming doesn't hgws. wind farms — that was the whole purpose of it.

an RPS. Wyoming has had some of the earliest non-California windThank you very much. Then this past fall Col. Cobb and I went out to Blackwater Falls,

projects built. Oregon and Washington do not have state RPSs. How- West Virginia. You knovv’ where that is, next to Davis. And there's a

ever, the largest wind farm in the United States at one stage in the Roscoe Moyers 2‘9 wind farm there that's got a lot of publicity you see in the paper.

world, was built there in ‘97. So no, | don't think the industry is nd we talked and we got close to them. | was as close to them as

relying on that. We believe that ... the cost of energy is becoming My name is Roscoe l_\/loyer_s. We've got a fine crowd _here_tthe door. I_could hear n_othing. | could_see no problems, and | couldn’t
comparative with other forms of energy and that individuals in tfught. | _belleve we're getting a little more support for the windmillsee anything wrong with that one, either. We talked to the people at
country want to buy it. There are green power programs in the sildhe tlme_. Blackwater Falls where they have a hotel, and_a place Wr_\ere people
of New York where there currently is no RPS ... but people want to | come into Monterey three years ago _to pay my taxes one fatayed. We talked_to them anq they thought it was all right. They
buy, and there were three organizations set up to market green deéI year real estate_ had t_ook_ an awful raise. Me and the Iady_at_:tblddn’t see anyt_hlng wrong with what was right next door to them,
in the state of New York before there was any idea, and people wiapeoffice, we were dls_cussmg_lt and | tolq he_r then_ — and my mingsst across the h|||_. _ _
demanding the utilities supply it — they paid a premium for it, arfipt changed yet — if these little counties like Highland tewe But anyway, this is the way | feel. | feel there’s nothing wrong
no industry in them to help pay taxes, if something don't happemith the windmills. Where | live, | won't see them on Red Oak
there ain't going to be no Highland County. It'll be like the ATGRanch. And when | come across Monterey Mountain when it's win-
office — you’ll go to some other county to get your fertilizer. Andertime, | probably can see them. In summertime, in the fall up there,
talk about these windmills being an eyesore, up at Mt. Storm @ can’t see out anywhere on those mountains.
state had to go in and make picnic areas to get the visitors and the
PROPONENTS tourist groups out of the road, from people coming to see them. [RECORDING INTERRUPTED]

And | still think, | believe, a county that don't have no revenue
coming in, and I've got tax in Highland County, some of my real ... | may be wrong about this, but | think on the side for these
estate | would say is at twice the value as the day | go to sell it. Amghdmills the speculation is how much we're going to get. The
I don't think the taxpayers, and the landowners of Highland Coungggntleman here told us tonight what we get. We don’t know that.

that's what the industry’s based on.

Steve Halterman

My name is Steve Halterman and I reside currently in Baijihthey're like me — and I'll tell you a lot of them are — | dontWe don’t know what’s going to happen. We don’t know how much
County, Millboro, but my mother and | still take care of a little piecgink we can take no more burden. we're going to get out of this. My feelings are primary because of
of Highland County down there in Halterman Hollow. Thank you. taxation. And the other side of the fence, it's very speculative how

| wanted to say before | started that Jerry, | apologize to you — much damage these things are going to do. Everybody’s saying |
Mr. Rexrode, | beg your pardon — I didn’t recognize you. When | S Hall won't stay here if you put them up, | won't come here. That's all

. : tuart Ha : , P,
was a sophomore and you were a senior, you seemed a lot bigger. ] ] speculative. You don’t know what it's going to be.
And Mr. Sullenberger, | wouldn't have recognized you but | recog- Gentlemen, supervisors, thank you for the opportunity to be here o the third thing I'd like to say here is something that hadn't
nized your picture, except for the thing on your lip there. tonight. been mentioned, and that’s green energy. Green energy in this country

I grew up here and the reason | came up here to speak, the red-live in Millboro, Virginia. My wife owns approximately 600 js 45ing to be one of the big things coming up. Most of you know
son | spent quite a few hours researching this, the main reaso@¢&¢s in the lower end of Highland and as Mr. Moyers said, we di, General Electric corporation is — one of the biggest corpora-
because | consider all of you my family. Anything that I've evéitruggle to pay our taxes. | paid about $4,500 last year in taxe§dfis in the world. They're now in this big. | happen to have a little
made out of myself — which isn't a lot, 'm just a humble schodtighland County and while | don't reside here, | consider Highlangl, . i, it, so | got a book for a proxy statement. And you read in
teacher — but anything that I've ever accomplished, | owe to peopgt like Bath. It's the closest two places to heaven you'll ever Rgere irs got a big picture of the wind farms in Holland, and we're
from this county. And I would dare not say or do anything to hurt either county.  51king about overseas. And this is going to be a big thing for Gen-

Mr. Thompson, and Mr. Samples, and Mrs. Hammer, and Leslie \We wrestled with a similar project when we put a dam in, igg| Electric corporation and they're pushing it very hard now. Green
Moyers, who used to haul me around in his truck. Those people Bfgh County, several years ago. It brought in a few dollars moregfe gy not just the wind mills, any kind of energy that's green en-
people that were my heroes. For those of you that don't know f&es than what you're going to get, but a lot of people were Qqg,
and they're kind of interested in when | was here, | graduated wi@Sed-: ) _ As far as I'm concerned, this meeting and all this behind is about
went to college with, even roomed with — and it was probably the ! think you three gentlemen, I think the people of Highland hayg, ation. Taxation is a big problem. And why so many large land-
worst year of his life one year, and then I left him — Mr. Hookdut their trust in you three gentlemen. | think you're all natives gfyners are here tonight to say what they want to say is because of
Randy Hooke, who's the principal of your high school. And mayHighland County and you know everyone in Highland County.qhe axes on that land that goes up all the time. And | don't know,
say before | start that I've never met a more decent, honest, won8#ipk you know the ability of the people to pay, same way we did jig, ot going to say how much | pay, | think anybody can go to the
ful — nothing I could say that could really express how | feel abolth County. commissioner’s office they can find out how much taxes | pay. It's
Mr. Hooke, and you're lucky to have him here. The only difference is, when we put the dam in in Bath County, gk And | think the time has come when we have to say when is

But to start, | tried to come up with something a little different.§everal people had their land condemned and lost their farm. By, gh, enough. That's what they're saying all over the state of
started in this investigation because we own a piece of the mo&@g for that, but I don't think that's the case in Highland Countyy; rginia on taxation — when is enough, enough? And the only way
tain. We own the highest point on Monterey Mountain — a veH)ink most of the people in Highland County are looking to you
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we can add to this is some other kind of revenue. tax rates, then this project needs to be approved. Wind energy was introduced to several members of the commu-
| appreciate you letting me say something. Thank you very much. nity before it was public knowledge by a man I've known to be a

Larry Shlfﬂett progressive thlnker, and .pursue.d by another individual on down the

. ) ) ) ] - road not afraid to take risks. Wind energy may or may not be the

Gary Smith My name is Larry Shifflett. | live at Ft. Defiance, Virginia, andanswer for the problems we face in the county, but it's a positive

Good evening, board of supervisors. My name is Gary Smitfin @ Highland County landowner. step forward. If thinking of this nature is fostered, perhaps this mind
I'm from Monrovian, Maryland. I'm a non-resident homeowner and Other than the McBrides, I'm probably affected by this as muglat will lead to something else that will provide jobs and benefits
landowner in Highland County. as anybody. My family’s rented this land for over 25 years. It's @at will encourage young people to stay or move into our county.

I'd like to express my support for the wind farm generatiofytegral part of our farming operation. | feel that if this is a way Mgrom my understanding, some ideas are already afoot along this
power generation. | believe American citizens need to do eveNjcBride can keep it in agriculture and | could probably continue e,
thing possible to reduce our country’s dependence on foreign Et it, it certainly wouldn't harm me as much as houses. Members of the board, | speak to you humbly — not as an in-
ergy sources and to reinforce our local economies. Wind power is al farm several thousand acres and not a week goes by | d@ffer or an outsider, both terms that | abhor. But | am a Highlander,
free, economically safe, environmentally safe, renewable sourcéd$€ land to residential development. Ofttimes it's not losing th@d | would like to ask you to vote, three to nothing, in favor of this
energy. I'd urge the board of supervisors to support the develéd that's the worst part, it's the type of people that come in thabposal and give this county a mandate to pass on in to the 21st

ment of wind generation in Highland County. don't understand agriculture. _ _ century.
Thank you for your consideration. I see this as a golden opportunity not only for the McBride fam- Thank you.
ily but for myself and other agriculture landowners in Highland
. County to be able to keep this land in agriculture, which | would
DGVE Sm’th hope most of you all would want to keep a large portion of High- Tom Beyerly
My name’s Dave Smith and I live at McDowell. Members of theand in agriculture. My name is Tom Beyerly. My address is 4305 Scenic Highway,
board of supervisors, I'd like to thank you for the privilege of speak- Thank you. Mt. Solon, Virginia. | appreciate the opportunity to share a few
ing on a very important project which affects the future of our county thoughts that impact the request before you this evening.
and our country. : | am a beef cattle farmer. My wife and | have owned land in
This is an emotional issue, but please consider the facts and don't _ Steve Pltseanr_’ger Highland County for 32 years and summer-graze cattle here. | am
be misled by emotions. I know that you will be fair and you will be Steve Pitsenbarger, Monterey, Virginia. serving my 15th year on the planning commission in Augusta County.

honest in your judgement. As elected officials, you have a fiscal First off, Jerry, Lee, Robin, | got to say up front that | have notha|so have served 10 years on the agri-business council in Rich-
responsibility to every citizen in this county, whether it be a profld but admiration for you all — this thankless job that you all ggiond, which promotes agriculture and agri-business in Virginia. |
erty owner or a renter. voted into represent this county and our government and our d@@lent most of my career in agriculture finance, funding agriculture
The two main issues in my judgement are: Number one — pr&ns. in this part of Virginia, and am very familiar with the poultry and
erty rights. Property rights in a free society lies with the individuals. AS far as this windmill issue and stuff like that, | think I'm leanpeef cattle operations in Highland County.
The nature of ownership determines whether people will be freeifd more toward supporting this effort just due to what I've learned, | have a passion for Highland County — to see it continue to be
they'll be enslaved. Arthur Lee of Virginia correctly stated in 1778nd since our last meeting. I'm not hearing anything real negatf@ancially viable. You gentlemen have and continue to have a monu-
and | quote, ‘The right of property is the guardian of every oth&Pm the folks I'm talking to. mental task in operating a county with very limited tax resources. It
right. And to deprive the people of this is in fact to deprive them of I've been in touch with some of the government bodies out ffkes industry, business, agriculture and forest land, and residential
their liberty.” Tucker County, West Virginia, and we're hearing $175,000 in pgs| estate to provide for those tax resources. Unfortunately, the op-
The second issue is property taxes. Property tax affects alt@ftial revenue coming off Mac McBride’s property. | do know tha§ortunity for industry has not been available to you. Business rev-
our citizens, both renters and owners. This project will bring sulS Public knowledge in Tucker County that they received in exceggye is very limited, therefore leaving only residential and agricul-
stantial income to our county through property taxes and buildifg$95,000 last year, and they received close to $15,000 in persgfia| real estate as your main source for tax revenue. Residential
permit fees. The projected real estate estimate of $175,000PgPerty and real estate taxes. That may not be (enough) to resgdeestate brings about a very real challenge. Due to the services
$250,000, plus another $120,000 for the building permit fees, cQHI county, but it would be a good start. provided normally cost more than the tax revenue generated. InAu-
not be ignored. It would take approximately 400, $150,000 homes But something | would like to challenge the supervisors to do gusta County, it costs $1.16 for every $1 received for residential
to generate the $60 million this project is expected to cost. We hail this kind of dishearts me — these petition names that circuladgglices. | am not tellling you anything you don't already know.
built on average of 25 homes per year in the last six years, if you'he Recorder last week, | would like for the supervisors to really | gpplaud you on the job you have done trying to balance rev-
total up the total and divide it out. scrutinize that. There’s a lot of it does not carry no merit. | wodfyye with basic services needed. | would like the record to show
Where would these homes — if we were going to build 508th numerous people down at the project in Bath County anghht as a Highland County taxpayer, you gentlemen have gone far
homes or 400, as people say — where would these homes be byigh I'd have wrote down all the names of the folks whose namesiyond the call of duty in doing your due diligence on this request.
Who would pay for the additional infrastructure of schools, road¥) Opposition that did not sign, or in no way, shape or form mentigRe citizens of Highland County owe you a debt of gratitude for the
water, sewer, trash, fire and police protection? While the propodBat they oppose the windmills. And | do know — and | can gi¥Roman’s job of learning about and determining that this request
wind turbines do not require any of these services except for fgmes — of a couple of individuals that was coerced into sUPP{buld be right for Highland County.
spection, which will be paid for by the developer. Residential cofftd these windmill efforts. In other words, they was told that if they Here are a few observations that | want to share with you that
struction does not normally pay for its way in most counties in teri@iin't sign the petition in support, the land would be taken and thgyke this request very positive for the county. Highland County is
of revenues generated. Industrial and commercial developmeniigdmills would be built on their property. | disagree with thosgainly a grazing county — one of the best in Virginia. As a farmer
where most of the revenue comes from. | hate to say that, beirgnd of tactics. | have to look at costs if | am to stay in business. As an illustration,
builder, but that's the facts. I do know for a fact that our battlefield over in McDowell lysing a $1,500 per acre tax assessment for grazing land in the county,
Let's look at the increase in property taxes from 2001 to 2064ink is one of the biggest boosts in tourism that we got going righthis county, times the proposed tax rate of 73 cents, equals nearly
The tax rate went from 50 cents to 67 cents per $100. That aloné'8W: and | understand there is some interference that took placegust per acre tax. If | rent my pasture for $35 per acre, or $6 per
my property increased the taxes over $1,600, not counting the pfothe last two weeks that would directly impact the prosperity gfonth for a cow-calf unit, that's more than 30 percent of my in-
jected increase, estimated increase, of another 6 cents for yeath@k battlefield. And that's not the way we need to go. come; 10 to 15 percent is the maximum a farmer can pay in taxes.
reassessment. This increase cannot be passed on to farmers afit | would challenge all three of you all to make this decisiqy Augusta County, under land use, my tax is currently $1.50 per
people that lease the ground that we own for grazing purposes. Maher rapidly — for or against it don't matter, it's a double-edgegtre, or 4 percent using a $35 rent per acre. That's seven times higher
of you in this room are farmers, and you understand what I'm tafiword. You're going to catch it from either decision you make, bHgre without land use. And it certainly appears it would be difficult
ing about. If | come along and increase that rent over $1,600 in thHtink we need to put it to rest so that we can get the separatigncially to place land use in Highland County.

period of time, you couldn't afford it. that's going on within the county closed back together, and get onThe second area | want to lift up is fire and rescue — a basic
I think that Highland County cannot financially afford to pas¥ith living in this county. service. You are so fortunate to have an all-volunteer fire and rescue
up this opportunity, and | urge you to carefully consider this appli- Thank you. system, but | did not see an expenditure in the budget for fire and
cation and to approve that application. rescue equipment. Therefore | assume the volunteers have to raise
I thank you for your time and your consideration. Doug Gutshall funds for the equipment. And | would expect you would like to fund
the equipment so that volunteers can meet training requirements

. Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. - . .
Bobbie Hefner I'm Doug Gutshall from Meadowdale and I'm not going to givgmld set:]ve, anc; ?Ot (w%rl? on fudnd-ralsmgA Fundlcfg qulpmentr?aln
I'm Bobbie Hefner and | live in Monterey. you all the whole pedigree here but I'd like to challenge anyoneqﬁ ay the need for paid firé and rescue. ACross virginia, the chal-

Change is inevitable and we must move forward with techndtis room to say that they love Highland County more than | dsn g\(/ev;’l Lhn%;a?]ee 2;;?&?%;?(1 nr:gztpacl)c\l:r \f/g:utmg?azﬁ:e;?rl\%é’?:
ogy. If the trees had not been cut along Main Street about 50 yéasroamed her woods, fished her streams, explored her back rofdts '

ago, we'd have one-way traffic through town, which | know wourdll my life. astronomical. The revenues request from this will assist you in many
plee{se everybody. ' I've studied her history extensively, and I'll be the first to admfff the future needs sucﬂﬁ;hels. I.?e:jh? area of revenue ..
I trust those opposing the wind towers will respect my opinioere’s a lot I don't know. History is to be respected — never ex- 'me expired.

as | have respected theirs. My support is strictly financial. Agriciloited or overextended — but history is a study of the past. We live

ture is our county’s most important industry. Without something t8 the present, with hopes for the future — a future full of young Keith Shaner

bring tax relief, we will not have small farms. Land will have to beople, volunteering and filling the pews of our churches; their kids [RECORDING INTERRUPTED]

sold to pay taxes and an undue burden will also be placed on tH#g&ing the halls of our schools and raising the dander of us old | have enjoyed my time here, but I'm afraid that time is com-
with small, fixed incomes. fogies running up and down the road. To achieve this we need Riy to an end quick. Highland is a nice place to raise a family. It's

If we can be assured that revenues will be coming to help @&ligssive leaders — leaders not afraid to take chances for the cqiiet and peaceful. There are several reasons that my family and |
mon good. moved over to Highland County. One is the school system — one
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of the best school systems in the state. The other is to help outaoynties. our schools going the way the money is now. So if the turbines will
in-laws on the farm. My in-laws are James and Judy Ralston. Now it has been said that some environmentalists here in Hig#¢IP get money into the county, even if it does lower land values, let
We were hoping to some day take over the family farm but witand County are opposed to wind power because they claim it Wifome.
land values and property taxes going up and up, | don't think thisstroy the ridges’ environmental and scenic significance. That sig-Thank you.
will happen Lee and | would love to buy some land out here, mificance is enhanced by the abundance of Highland County’s bio-
prices are so high we can't afford it. Young people like myself witliversity and natural colors, particularly in the fall with the largest Roy Gutshall
not be able to afford to live in Highland County. Like myself, if ihatural stands of maple trees south of the Mason-Dixon border. Of
was not for the turkey house and the farm, | would have to drive tilethe environmental concerns that the Highland County enviro&-t
mountain every day. Lee does and it gets old. | did for a year anthentalist are concerned with, they have apparently ignored the ON&-; <+ of all | want to congratulate you on the job you're doing
half and it gets really old. that trumps them all. And this one will impact Highland Count the time and patience you've put in this project. | was going to
What I'm trying to say is, yes, I'm for the wind turbines. | havevith more serious results. This is no longer a surprise to the WOFE s up the opportunity to speak but | couldn't stay iln those bleach-
seen them. I've been to California and seen them and I've heardttis enacted the Kyoto treaty early this year; this is no Iongee no longer. Maybe if this project goes forward we can take some
rumors about the one in California and they’re not true. | have bemmprise to the majority of Americans, who according to a rece&tthat mone)./ and by some cushions, do you reckon?
to Tucker County and | saw them. People against them say the ndisdl Street Journal Internet poll earlier this week cited global warm- Makes me feel like Billy Graham st,anding up here épeaking toa
is terrible, but the noise from a car is a whole lot louder than timg as the most significant threat to the environment. But it's nRﬁ| house tonight. First of all, I'd like to hope and pray and trust
noise of a wind turbine ... They are not that bad looking. The powyest a threat to the world. It's a threat to Highland County. that the opinions.expressed,here tonight between neighbors and
Ii:es tha_tt go thtr)gugh this county are a whole lot worse looking thalngc((j:qrding to thekEartrr]] P_olicy Insti';ut_ez with Lester Browrkll infri?nds and family does not drive a wedge of anger between any-
these wind turbines. cluded in your packet, the impacts of rising temperatures brou . o
The person | feel bad for is Mr. McBride. Mr. McBride has beeabout by the continued use of coal for electricity will be felt in tr}%%ﬂ; \c/)\fir?;i:” entitled to our opinions. Each person has reasons for
fighting this battle a year and a half or more. What I'm trying to sgplar regions as well as areas of high elevation first. These areagy | wouldilike to address a subject that | have not heard about
is, it's time to end this battle and it's time for this county to getill see temperature changes averaging as much as 10 degrees E

together. I've heard that there may be lawsuits if it goes either wagheit in just the next 50 years. | put the projections of those tetarlﬁr-?‘ ;zac} oljvra\l g:g?/\tf:t ;[P?ht eslzﬁj’ oaz:: slfv;/xIhda;g)/ﬂt]lfll?spigoée;ct)\\ll\grﬁ-

In that case, a lawsuit takes care of taxpayers’ money. The longerature changes in your packet. ment taking? Where would Highland County taxpayers come up
this goes on, the more taxpayer money is spent. What I'm saying is,Biodiversity cannot be maintained with that kind of temperatu\r,ﬁth $20 or $'40 or $50 million to buy this property? There are many
I am for the wind turbines. | think they’re good for the county, andcrease. It will seek higher and higher places to dwell in the MOUML 1t cases in this state and neighboring states ihat have prevailed
I think we should appreciate what these supervisors are trying tat@ios as it tries to find the coolest places to stay, until the peaks rqegovernment takings. This is a very sefious situation we have in
to come up with a decision. reached and then simply die out. Likewise, the county maple tr?ﬁ% ’

A . . X - . . county.
will begin to disappear. The things Highland County is most prlzed | would like to express my opinion to the board of supervisors to

Iames Ralston for and worried about protecting may be lost. consider this and | will look forward to hearing your decision what-

Mr. Chairman, board members Robin and Lee. Instead of opposing wind, Highland County should embraceéber it may be. | trust that you will do it tonight. We have carried

Take the money from the wealthy counties, invest it in solar oy s .
_ ; ' Is on long enough and it’s time to move on. | don't think the people
James Ralston from McDowell — an old farmer. | was born a@_@hools and encourage other counties to do the same. Make g g peop

= , : :
raised in Highland County, except for two years and nine months {B\yaple program for Highland County to protect the biodiversi?n lighland County deserve to be in turmoil any longer. I know in
the military. When I was coming home, | decided to try and stay\{ls should thank the current landowners seeking to put their lan immediate family, | have daughters that are on one side of the

Highland County in hopes of making an honest living. It's be : . . . ¢ ce, a daughter on the other side of the fence. | have family that is
rough at times. Ploductive use generating capital for the county and saving the pla §I t down the middle on this thing, but we still get along. We still

They should be celebrated as heroes, thereby encouraging othe . .
On Apnl 10 the fam”y and | motored to Tucker County to Seﬁepyforward. y g g £| own to d|nner at n|ght. And | hOpe that eVerybOdy else feels the

the wind turbines. | talked to a gentleman out there. He thought theYrne major environmental groups cannot all be mistaken S22 I'do, and | don't think anybody in this room loves Highland

was great, which | do, too. He told me American University had hgg, \hs jike Environmental Defense, Natural Resources Deferﬁ:sou?]tgnnlzofutc:? lr‘gﬁ&;h
those put in and everything seemed to be going great with themegy gl world Resources Institute, Earth Watch Policy Institute, y y :

as far as bird kill, it was very minimal. There’s very small amouni§e ynion of Concerned Scientists, even The Nature Conservancy.
of land cleared around these turbines. Al cite global warming as a high priority environmental concern Al Woodson
_I'hope you do whatever is possible to make Mr. McBide’s pegi g ¢l for a worldwide movement away from fossil fuels to re- My name is Al Woodson. | live in Monterey, Virginia. I'm a
mit f;lvallable so he can proceed with this project. | think all of Yo, yap|e energy like wind as our best hope. Certainly global warpative of Nelson County but somehow | got transplanted up here 20
— I've expressed at different times — | think all of you know hoyag o ght on by continued use of coal is a greater threat to Higars ago.
| feel, so | think you know. | don’t guess there's any use for me fgng County than wind generation. As a result, Environmental Re- First of all I'd like to say | am in favor of this project. I think Mr.
say a lot more. sources Trust would conclude that wind turbines provide a net enMcBride is committing a brave act in putting forth his time and his
Thank you. ronmental benefit to Highland County. money and using his land to benefit this county.
It has been said that the first half of the 20th century was the The main thing I'd like to say is, don't worry about the imagi-
Alden Hathaway greatest generation for their perseverance for good against whaiagy horribles connected with this wind power, but instead listen to
Alden Hathaway, 15126 Shenandoah Road, Percellville, VirginRgared to be overwhelming odds of evil in the defeat of Nazi Getie facts and you'll come to the right conclusions.
in Loudoun County, and director of eco-power programs for Enylany and imperial Japan and the implementation of the MarshallThank you.

ronmental Resources Trust in Washington, D.C. Good evening, bdaky to rebuild the world.

of supervisors and good citizens of Highland County. | thank you If in the face of overwhelmir)g evidence we fail now to act to MltCh Klng
for the opportunity to speak to you today. preserve those places we consider dear, or for that matter the only

| am director of eco-power programs for Environmental RE/anet we know that can sustain human life, what will our children Good evening Chairman Rexrode, members of the board of su-
sources Trust, Washington, D.C. | am an environmentalist and2}f! 9randchildren say about our generation? pherwsors, and good CltlI(ZGHS ?]f Highland County. Thank you for
. : Lo T the opportunity to speak tonight.
engineer, putting my skills to work to help use technology to save , . . . .
ang presefve ougr pIZnet. I live in a solar hguse and ourfagn):ily drives [RECORDING INTERRUPTED] 'm Mltc.h Kln.g,.p.re3|dent of Old Mill Power Compgny, a
two hybrid electric cars, one of which we drove here tonight. My Charlottesville, Virginia-based Mom-and-Pop energy trading busi-

. o . . ness. It's my pleasure to speak to you tonight in support of another
family for the first time has come to Highland County and enjoyed Margal‘et RaISton Vi rginia-bageg family-ownzd busir)lless Highland I\Fllgw Wind De-
the beauty of the mountains tonight out here with me. | work with '

. . . ... but I can't afford it right now. | don’t know that I'll ever bevelopment, LLC, who has applied to you for a conditional use per-
the Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy to promolgy|e (4 afford it. I'd like to be a farmer and follow in the tradition afit for a substation and a 39-megawatt wind generator facility to be
the purchase of wind power by counties and municipalities seekifg ancestors. Eight generations have been in Highland County sib# in Highland County on Red Oak Ranch. | hope you will act
to meet federal and state air regulations. 1760. If things keep going the way they’re going I'll have to moveavorably on their application.

Throughout the decade‘s in Virginia, there has been an Unspokglyt make a living in Highland County. | can't find a job here. My company sells electricity and electricity-related products that
rule. Let me paraphrase, ‘Regulations or legislation impacting the g, | am for the windmills and bully for Mr. McBride for trying have been produced by generators that use various kinds of envi-
wealthy counties ?hOl,Jld seek to simultaneously benefit the lesgeyaye an extra dollar. If windmills is what it's going to take teonmentally-friendly renewable energy sources such as energy from
advantaged counties.’ This unspoken rule has served both rich giike a living in this county, then please let him have it. the sun, the wind, flowing water, landfill gas, and municipal solid
poor counties well throughout the years. Thank you. waste. If the Highland New Wind Development project is approved,

Clean air regulations now in Northern Virginia have prompted my company would like to become one of its first customers, as

at least two wealthy counties — Fairfax County and Arlington — to . . S
e . | X udith Ralston there is already a small market for Virginia-produced renewable
purchase a significant amount of their electricity from wind power. I energy that we expect will grow significantly over the next few years

They are now doing that. They have stated they are willing to pay Judith Ralston from McDowell. as more Virginians come to appreciate its many benefits. Paramount
for wind power from Virginia as a priority — even pay more for it, My husband is one of those over-the-hill ones that’s still tryin ong these benefits is the ability of wind turbines to p.roduce sig-
if such wind power exists. However, since none exists, Fairfax atedmake a living on the farm and we need to be able to pass it ORiant amounts of useful energy with far less adverse environ-
Arlington County tax dollars are now flowing out of the state tour kids, but if prices of land keep going up we can't afford to Pass. ntal impact than one can expect from any other energy source
West Virginia or Maryland wind counties. I've got the e-mails ait on to them. The statement has been made that land value W%lfféépt the sun
tached to these handouts. If Highland County approves Virginigeme down. Let it come down. Maybe we can get more money Excuse me ' I'm recovering from laryngitis — that's the reason
first wind plant, then Virginia county dollars will flow here, thusrom the state for our schools. As it is now, by the index, we are qa¢ my scratch)’/ voice.

Although tonight's meeting is not directly concerned with envi-

making good on the long-standing promise between rich and pobthe wealthiest counties in the state, and we can't afford to keep
ronmental issues, | have seen so much misleading environmental

Good evening. Good evening ladies and gentlemen, chairman
he board of supervisors, and your colleagues.
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information about wind turbines in general, and about the Highlabenefitted the county, | wouldn't feel good. they don't give a flying about us then they don't give a flying about
New Wind Development project in particular, published on web And on the other hand, if I would look out my window and seyone else.’

sites and in your local newspaper, that | feel compelled to addresthatwind farm two years down the road, and hadnt done enoughOK, what was the other thing. Property values. We were talking
least one of those sensitive environmental issues here, wherehmyework to decide — wrote on stone, if that's possible, exac@pout that, | said, ‘Sweetie, you know if these go in, we're going to
words cannot be misinterpreted by third parties before reaching ybaw much money can the county of Highland get. A lot of queBlove. We have to move because of the noise, which is very loud at

ears. The issue I'd like to focus on is the potential for wind turbiné®ns. | sure hope I'm not the only one that's not decided. 1,000 feet, which is just about exactly where our place is, no matter
or any other human-made structure for that matter, to kill birds. ~ Thank you. what yo-yo over there thinks. Very noisy.’

This has always been a topic of special concern to me, but it So | would assume that would mean if they were going into you
became particularly poignant on April 21 as | listened to a presenta- Iohn Burke all's back yard that that's not going to be an argument for not put-
tion by a former member of the Environmental Working Group of ting them up — that you can see them, you can hear them, that they

the Virginia Wind Energy Collaborative who was summarizing the G00d evening. My name is John Burke and I'm one of the fawon'timpact your property values. | dare you to say my property’s
result of his two-year effort to use computerized mapping tools 39 unimportant residents who live next door to the proposed faging to be worth more when he puts those up. | dare you to say
predict where there was an overlap between environmentally sensi! V€ 90t one thing to say: No. I didnt move to Highland Countyhat. | dare you to find a Realtor that will sit here and say, ‘Wow,

tive areas and commercially valuable Virginia wind resources. t© live in an industrial park. that property’s got a pond, it's got 25 springs, it's fenced, it's got
The speaker, whom | shall not name, began his presentation by! "ank you. power, it's got the Internet, it's worth blank right now. When you

declaring that it was his personal mission to delay the development put the wind mills up well, yeah, itll be worth more, yea.’

of utility-scale wind energy projects on Appalachian ridge tops for Vickie Klng I'm not sure why. You're going to have to do that one too. Maybe

as long as possible. | can assure you that had this individual in-pgji6, vickie King, Galltown Gap. you all can it e_xpl:":lin it to him. He wants to know why you all are

formed the Virginia Wind Energy Collaborative, known as VWEC, doing this. | said, ‘Well, put it this way. These guys got power [su-

. - - - ,_I'm undecided. My name was on the list in the paper as belng h th t McBrid Kind of th th
of thIS personal ager)da before volunteering to participate in VWEGS the wind turbines. I'm not really for the wind turbines, | am fol r\llclisorS]l‘( Iese guySNgOt |'r|20neyt[ c 'ntheS]. Ic? 0 de V\{taY_ ‘?
Er_]Vlr_onmentaI Working Grou_p, my company — as or)e ofthe_VV\( operty rights. If we as a county can tell someone what they oA W(t)'lrl S .dgl‘J\clevss”. tho ke clgr ’ct)onst, _edgo_ﬁ gltllys OE. Vr\:m
principals — would have objected to this individual's participatiod, 4 can't do on their property and maybe a few years down the ad*e sull said, ‘vvell they woulant put winamills all over Hig

in the working group. The reason most often given by environmaRant 1o do something on my property that I'm not allowed to d%\nd County. People don't want that. They said that.’

talists for objecting to ridge top wind turbine development is they pe 5 hypocrite if | said you can't do what you want on your Yes, I knowthat’ ,
potential for significant bird Kills. property. But you keep maintaining that. And | don'’t really know how to

This individual then proceeded to praise the nearby coal-fired o the other hand, I'd be a hypocrite if | said 'm for the Wingxmain to him except to say either these guys truly believe they can

power plant at Mt. Storm as an environmentally preferred altemz;ines because my family owns property on Allegheny Mountaknnly screw us, and truly believe that they can somehow have a leg

tive method of generating electricity. Because | knew that the smokgy it is one of the most beautiful places in the world, | am Cor(])’_stgndhon gnd’keerl)l them in A(;Ieghen()j/ wherehrjobody _I(Eﬁur]ts,hor
stacks on at least some coal-fired power plants had been implicgiggleq i someone told me well, in a few years we're going to pu éiy |9t e):j Ogt rea”y quite un ﬁrstan everyt Im'g yet-h_ ’671t\7vth e
in major bird kills over the years, | decided to Google the web gk farm on the ridge — which is across from the Stomp, if any; st can do. gU a goa_any other wag to exp alllr'; tJO im’? Why
relevant web sites. Much to my surprise, | found much more thage knows where that is — | wouldn't want that. ou're going to destroy this property? Can you all? Jerry, you've
expected to in just a few minutes on a web site maintained by ang; |'m trul ot the youngest kid. Can you explain to him whats going on here?
individual claiming to be a vehement opponent of wind plants. an you explain why we don't matter?

Under the heading, ‘A Selection of the Most Significant Bird)c-, Jerry Rexrode: “ Nobody's ever said you don't matter. That'swhy

y undecided and | don't envy you the task ahead
ou. In conclusion, | will say that the flying squirrel does exist be-
ause | have had the privilege of seeing it out there.

Kill Documentation, this person’s web site contained excerpts from We’\rlserl]lere'_to listen.” then. Wh he adioining land

a California Energy Commission report called ‘Avian Collision and + gIvVe us names then. WWhen you say the adjoining landown-
Electrocution: An Annotated Bibliography.’ What | discovered, by OPPONENTS ers, give us names. Don'tlet people get away with just saying, ‘those
reading the excerpts and a related article in the San Francisco yo-yo's who weren't born here.’ He was born here. He's the only
Chronicle, is that while the worst-case bird kills attributable to wind child who is going to be impacted by this. He will be there long
turbines typically were measured in terms of a couple of bird deaths Leslie Goodall after everybody else is dead.

per turbine per year, or 20,000 bird deaths over 20 years for the, | appreciate your time. I'm pretty upset. I'm pretty upset about

7,000 wind turbines in California’s Altamont Pass, the worst-case | - -co e Goodall. Fm an adjoining landowner. | am notknowie ay we've been treated. I'm pretty upset that nobody’s really
incidents for other human-made structures such as the smokes’[glgli%JSt another house, or just an adjoining landowner, 'm & hum@fnopiedging the impact it has on people, not a sparsely popu-
at certain coal-fired power plants and certain television antenmga " | NaVe @ life. | was born in Pennsylvania but that doesiteq area. It's me, my son, my husband, and everybody else who
are measured in thoSsandsF:)f birds killed per evening! r|]51§1IIy matter. I've been here 22 years, | have a son. He was BRI ot there
; . ; Y . here, although this whole wind turbine thing has really made things h i ; ; " pi
I think the people of Highland County, including its supervisor 9 9 y 951 try to teach him fairness. | try to teach him to do what's right.

are ill-served by a professional opposition that feeds the local ne%bnfusmg for me because he tries to get me to explain things lie, has a pretty good idea of whats fair. You know, if you get the

Wrommy, what do they mean people, you know, that aren’t from,: , o : )
paper exaggerated stories about the potential for bird kills from wind ., y. y peopie. ¥ ’ %‘ng the whole recess, that's not fair. It's real hard to explain what's
oing on.

turbines, while failing to point out that their stated preferred alter-" , C . g
X ! ) S - And | said, ‘Well, you know, people that weren't born here. ) ; 5 ) ;
native, a coal-fired power plant on a similar ridge 78 miles aw . , | know I'm well past three minutes. Am I? You're really nice.
aWell | was born here, Mommy.’ ‘Yea, | know. | know. Thanks, you all.

has a smokestack that, at 730 feet, is nearly twice the size of th‘?\/laybe you can explain why he doesn't count. Or Mrs. Berman

wind turbines proposed by the applicant; is located in an areaé?‘the Brodys — us adjoining landowners who weren't born here. |

habited by an endangered subspecies, the West Virginia north(%ﬂ,t KNOW. Robert Markum
I:gwgfigﬂlsrrg:’tﬁggsﬁ?s?)ffieclr;(;?igjr:rt];;{gql::gzsitgt]?nd()erztgrjc- It's hard to raise a child now. He hates coming here. He says,Good evening, folks, citizens of Highland County. A brief state-
be harvested P \F8u all repeat. You say the same things over and over.’ | said, ‘Wetient before | begin my formal comments to the board and that is, |
: . , . . OK, think of it this way. This is your Boy Scout honor badge fdrave 20 acres over in McDowell. My wife and | hope to move over
By contras_t,’the applicant’s project Is half as tall as evernment. We're in a democracy and that means that | get to lsese and retire in about three years. That's our dream.
enwronme_ntahsts preferred alterna_ltlve, _has much less habitat What | want because America is run by the people, for the people, et’'m from Louisa County, and about four and a half years ago |
pact,_ and is not located in an area inhabited by an endangeredg ra. So they have to listen and they have to do what's bestifought five acres of land in a little subdivision in Louisa County.
Species. everybody. They have to consider us.’ Paid $15,000 for it, and | thought | was getting ripped off then. And
OK. Then we talk about zoning. ‘Mommy, what's zoning?’ ‘OKabout two weeks ago | met a gentleman who was clearing off his
Zoning — it just means you can't build anything you want, like yofive acres of land that he just bought not too far from the five acres
can't put a chicken house next to the Highland Inn because it wothidt | currently own. And | said, ‘Do you mind my asking, what did

UNDECIDED destroy the opportunities for the Highland Inn to make a living agdu pay for this?’ $46,900.

[Time expired.]

it would stink up the town.’ So it went from $15,000 to $46,900 in four and a half years. So
‘OK, Mommy. Why can they put wind turbines up here?’ ‘Wellas much as | appreciate people saying, you know, they can't afford
Ronme Moyers | don’'t know. They’re going to change the zoning. the land, land’s getting more expensive, they ain't making any more

) ) ‘Why are they going to do that, Mommy? What kind of zoningand and it's getting more expensive. | don't care if you're in High-

Good evening board of supervisors. It feels good to stand URg > el it's agricultural, honey, that means farming, resideriand County or in Louisa County or wherever you are in this nation,

My name’s Ronnie Moyers, | live at Hightown. | guess I’m probyg) it's getting more expensive. So you're not alone.
ably one of the closest — as close as any permanent resident — tqyny can they put an industry up here?’‘l don't know, honey. | Several years ago | lived in a small community of Crimora, Vir-
the proposed wind farm. When | get up in the morning and drinkygt know” ginia, which is about 10 miles north of Waynesboro. | attended a
cup of coffee, if | look out any window on the south side of My wypy are they going to do that to us. Don't they care?’ ‘I donjpublic hearing at that time, convened by the Augusta County School
house or north side of my house, I'll be looking at the wind farm g,y Board, to take public comments regarding their proposed closing of
and I'm not saying that's bad. I'm trying to decide whether its good g4 \ye have the zoning. I kind of blew that off, like the birds aralsmall elementary school in the area. Understandably, there was
for the county. My major concern, well’you know they're going tgne phees. He wants to know, he said, “Well, if they put them up hemnsiderable opposition for the proposed closure, for the school was
get $200,000, $250,000 a year’ and they might get $10,000 & Y&4{ they put them anywhere else?” not only there to provide educational needs for the children in the
tax revenue from the wind farm. , _ ‘Well, they're going to have to.’ community, but also served as a center for community activities.

I'hope I'm not the only one that's not completely decided one /o The school board chairman stated at the beginning of the proceed-
way or the other, because I've heard so much stuff, negative andggcayse if they put them on s, that means everybody else gegs that, quote, “For the record we have not reached a final deci-
pro, that it's extremely difficult to make my mind up. If 1100k OU{pem pecause they can't say no. Because we're people, right? Yein regarding this matter and are genuinely interested in hearing

my window when I get up and go to work and | don't see a wigh, 5re They have to treat everybody else the way they treat ughéfopinions of those concerned parents,” end quote.
farm, and | would say that | would be against it, and it could have
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Speaker after speaker made their way to the podium to state thé)e- We have some land here in the county. I have spent a consid-
opposition to the proposed closing. Thoughtful, well-document&§P!€ amount of money bringing a big, eight-room house from tragge you to take random samplings of the names on these petitions.

reasoning was presented regarding class size increase, lengthyb{jgished. 1 would hate to think of somebody putting these [towhese petitions do not capture the many letters, e-mails and tele-
trips for the children going to the new school, and the loss of 5] @round here on top of my house, and I'd have to listen to thgRbne calls that you have received in your offices or at home, or the
cherished community focal point, just to mention a few. 47 _ _ ) ~ public forum comments opposing commercial wind turbines.

With each point of opposition, the chairman followed each of ! Pelieve it was mentioned about, there’s been a lot mentioned Have you carefully examined the motivations of those who say
the statements with statements of his own to refute or othern@QQUt taxes. If Time magazine is anything like correct, | understaf@y are for the project? What about those who tell you they want to
negate the concems of each who spoke. As the list grew shortdf@t there’s considerable tax breaks on these things. | thigl them up on their property? Have they had a wind feasibility
was finally my turn to present my opinion. However, having ligomebody’s pitching the county a snowball on taxes. You can't feg@dy done? Do they have the millions of dollars to invest, or do
tened to the exchange between parents and the school board cF@ifi€ on snowballs; you can't eat them. | would like to recommetitey have a wind company to back them with our tax dollars? Are
man, | completely changed my prepared statement. Instead, | dfyfhe board to just give this a whole lot of thought. they prepared to deal with the ire of their neighbors when transmis-
ply asked the school board if they had truly not made a decision | "€re’s & roomful of people; | understand there’s 2,400 peofien lines are run to harness this inefficient energy? Or are they
regarding this issue, and asked them to please tell those gathE}&yS county, 1,700 voters; there's 1,200 signed the petition. | thisignply opposed to the people who speak in opposition?

that evening under what circumstances or conditions would the nE¥gPublic has voted. I have heard a lot about property rights. Do the McBrides’ prop-

be present for them to continue operating the school. Thank you, sir. erty rights supercede their neighbors’ property rights? Isn't that why
I reminded the school board chairman he was a very intelligent . we have zoning, tq_protect ever)_/one’s property rights? As I've said

man and he could probably come up with a possible scenario that Stuart Risdon before, the opposition of the neighbors should alone be enough to

would keep the school open. He could not provide an answer, Norry you for letting me speak. P'm Stuart Risdon. We havdeer:/)\/”t]his abpplicar:iov-ll' o i orod ;
could any of the school board memb_ers. | concluded that if the _Sc'ﬁ?@perty here in Doe Hill. We're part-timers for now. We've bee& at about the Hises, the Moyerses, the Wilsons, Bro 3/3 an
board could not even dream up circumstances that would jus fé(re a couple of years. _ oodal_ls—adjomlng landowners who live and work up there? Their
keeping the school open that it was obvious to those attending thg 6| jike to speak out against this project, of course, but tr%lu\ée\fv‘r’]""' bi char;]ged forel\(/er. A M Nesselrod
public hearing that we were simply there going through the mo“%ject doesn't affect me so much immediately as it does the yoypng at aWoutt iS\\//vVec be_rsh rn;ﬁtrongs, ong?rs, ! essctia rodts,
necessary by law to_conduct such a mee_tlrjg, and that |ndeed,|em that just left with her son a little while ago. hma;lil harnc[:c s, Waybrights, ompsonj, my amlhy and many
board had, in actuall_ty, reached their deusmq to close the schoolg ;t what does affect me is, last fall | arrived at my property.olt ders-' t Odug we are not perm?negt_leSI ents Updt ere, we VISICI;[
long before_ the meeting was co_nc_iucted that night. found surveyors on my land, not on the state road but on my prgE_ emo?/ and desire to protﬁctour and. The proposed project wou
Now, [Highland County ac}m_mstrator] Roberta [Lam_bert]_ haérty. They were surveying, doing mapping, on Jack Mountain. Nc?w%?/trllve yblmpat::t us as W:_ . Honakers. Rextodes. Pufens
told me that, unfertunately, this is now a rhetorical question, in trﬁ%m what I know, there is no application for Jack Mountain to haY:Efr a;a olut tde GRums, |ses\,l,v onal irs, exrodes, u ]er;karg(:]rs,
you are not required to answer questions presented by the peQRIe iowers on it. The surveyors were mapping it just for that . iots, hO\;]v_atr: T C)_gersefs,h glssen orns\,/ altln omTa;]ny o sbyv 0
here tonight. But as a rhetorical question, | simply ask the board ag.e Now I'm curious. If you're going to approve this project, howe cl)dnk:t) e '?1 ??Vaﬂogza the l(Jje Grass Valley? These turbines
same question now that | asked the school board then: Since YUy gthers will you be approving in this county? How much mo¥\e0l\jv he In't ”elr aces p oursaday. What ab
own advisory committee and independent planning commission haye e\enue does this county need at the expense of other local bust- . a(\j/e a expc)iresse_ o yc;]u our oppl\jl)smon. Mat a o_utoe_\r/ﬁry-
collectively voiced their opposition to this proposed developmegieses and other landowners, and frankly, the real estate marke(? .. ents farllk touhrlsts, wldobcross _ontlerey our:jtalna h ese
of Highland County’s rldge lines, and _further Warned of the'sllp_- The people that are worrying about high land values will ng{il‘ft arewio jW Or\]’_VOU I'e negatively impacted and have
pery slope that you potentially place this county on if the projectdger see the land go back down to $1,000 an acre or $200 an &G eh_ you to trl:m down td's app |clat|0n.b | dvou for tak
approveo_l,_would you please state, e|_ther mdmdually or CO'_leCt'Ve'Vhat's not going to happen. But | fear that you will be destroyinrq hIS issue has r_fjlggeh ofn too Iong, uth coan’;nB ygu or tad-
the conditions or circumstances — including planetary alignmemts, 14y pase by bringing this project in, to get some short-teav'(r].t e “”_:%_toﬁonzl erthe lélcfts- hagre_e that the McBri stm?le a
if necessary — what must be present for you to deny this reqUgsten e, and ultimately, you'll end up damaging the values of t %elstl]on.f 'S has ]een (_:rosty Ert elmdln tlnr:e, energy and do ?(rsc,j
Or, just teI_I us now that you have reached your deC|S|on_and m%ﬂ‘?er people that are here. There will be less people wanting to ﬁ%ﬁé}t as for many of us. To my knowledge, however, no one aske
up your mind, and that no amount of reasoning or collective voiges e ‘property values will go down and you'll still have to raisge ™ to pursue this endeavor. You owe the McBride family nothing

in opposition will change your mind, so we can all go home noes g it won't really help anyone, and | think it's going to b .2 decision. . . g _
and mourn in private the loss of something that will never be fgsonomically damaging to this county. The negatives far outweigh any potential, positive benefits to

oo sty s 2 PCF e k.| e o o gy o
Thank you. us sometime in the future — | know you cant answer questiol PP - mp gtoy P

am asking Roberta to keep a copy of the petition for public record.

Danny Firebaugh e et o Rase rea ech e carefly Yo hve before you an nprec
y g g P pprovein thi unty: ! iz Veo"’tlantedexpressionofwhatresidents, landowners, and visitors want

My name’s Danny Firebaugh, from Churchville, Virginia. | jusfignt to know.
want to say that I'm opposed to these wind towers, because my dad Nank you.
and | purchased land about seven years ago on Lantz Mountain, and

the proposed project will be directly across from our land. And on Sandl’a Bratton CharIOtte Stephenson

clear days, there’s nothing better for me to look to the west and S€84all0 again. I'm Sandy Bratton from Warm Springs and I'm a Good evenin_g, everyone. o
Red Oak Knob, Allegheny Mountain. It's just beautiful country Oqllighlanci County native and taxpayer. People stay in Highland County and purchase land in Highland

there.Anq I just honestly believe that those wind towers will devas- My purpose in speaking to you tonight is to present you an u%c_Junty [RECORDING INTERRUPTED]
tate our view. dated list of people who oppose the project. The resident/landown- - C Ll neighbors alone obiectin
I do believe Highland County does need some revenue, but these, o list has grown to 1,246 signatures. And the other list of ?gr"' g p g ) g

wind towers will offer no full-time employment to any substantial ity members. visitors, and folks who enjoy Highland for it a propos;dhcondi_tiona'lvlus’t\a/l Oé \_/gri?]nce tobthe z(cj)ning or(lj_ina_nce
amount at all. If it would add a lot of full-time, good-paying Jobs i eness, stands at 170, totalling over 1,400 signatures. No nqﬁgﬁitOppe ¢ ? prcgect. I'g IC i eH_ailsu dmltte an application
keep these children over here so they wouldn't have to move away,e peen added to the others’ list since December 2004. If ticr]n% as Tﬁvﬁrdou: av_zl P?ﬁe.'nh ighland County's lz;nlnghor-
and keep these peeple over he_r_e makln_g’ good money, | mlgh%ﬁ energy allowed, we would have hundreds more signaturesog]r?nce' it da ,_the rr]eS| ential relg trequm;ments wou ncg avs_
more for it. I'd be willing to sacrifice. But it's not the_cese. that list. een negate _Wlt the recent changes made tC_J -accommo ate his
ljust also feel for those people, the handful that itis, on Allegh- \ye have focused on providing you valid documentation of o@pplication. His request goes far beyond a conditional use or vari-

eny Mountain. | put myself in their shoes. And | really have to say,}qing jandowners and residents. As you have been told before, Bl The information gathered this past number of months about

. . : - .
would be upset myself if | knew that those things were going g itions represent either a face-to-face conversation with the si\évégd trl:)rramé Sd :gdot/r;?;:eeﬁsinthfuﬁﬁg Laf”rggi(;ﬁ'[r]sl alr;dng;wu:zls
beside my house. ers, or a petition card returned by mail. bromp 9 ' '

I thank you for letting me speak, and | just ask you again to deny \jone of these petitions were placed in public places. | can and their families to become involved in this process in order to

S- . >
that request. sure you that those who signed all of these petitions were adama%?lmons.trate fo the board of supervisors that the majority does not
. . waht this variance or conditional use permit accepted. We do not
opposed when they signed it. | personally contacted many of these . . . :
Want commercial grade wind turbines anywhere in the county.

David Clatterbaugh people. If they were hesitant, or on the fence, | did not take their

) M fth folks thanked us f o | The recent introduction of Senate Bill 1034, sponsored by Sen.
Good evening. My name's David Clatterbaugh. | live in Stauntcgnature. Many of these folks thanked us for our efforts to enaple, . /|0 ander of Tennessee and Sen. John Warmer from Virginia
them to communicate to you their opposition. People telephone '

but I have property near the proposed area. validate the concerns we have spoken to for months. In his remarks,

I should say that I'm not getting paid like the two speakers > Stopped us on the street, and sought us out so they could SIGRINE o 2 nder makes reference to the following, and | paraphrase:
start with, because they were pretty smooth, and paint an awful prBf§jion opposing the wind turbine project.

f?ongress continues its sustained generous subsidies for wind pro-
picture, and | believe very little of that, especially one thing. You all

" . |
The pe““‘.’?‘ cards were ret””.‘ed by mail, and they represalittion for the next 10 years, it will guarantee that United States
probably heard them say they probably didn't need a board of SfoNd opposition as well. These signers went to the trouble of Cckné's about 100,000 of these windmills by 2025. According to the
pervisors. | don't think that's right. | think we do need the board Bf€ting the card, filling out the information, and taking the cards f2asury department, the wind subsidy, if renewed each year for the
supervisors. But | think — they talk about how hard your job is

_the mail. Some were delivered in person, and many contained com- fi ill reimb ind i for 2 fh

S _ _ ing the reasons for their ooposition. Several had 16t fIve years, will reimburse wind investors for 25 percent of the
to me, it's very simple. You need to listen to, and support, the nfgents expressing t . PP ' cost of wind production, and cost taxpayers billions of dollars over
jority of the people. To me, the majority of the people rules.  (€rS and notes accompanying them. those five years.

I thank you. | become outraged when | hear you say that these petitions MEaiy, , "4y ander goes on to say there are serious questions about
nothing, and can assure you that these signatures represent hun- . . - o
dreds of residents, landowners and others who oppose wind l?r\-N much relying on wind power will raise the cost of electricity,
Porter Caldwell . e . - and whether there are better ways to spend billions of dollars, and
bines on our unique ridge tops. If you question the validity of thev‘?‘/ﬁ ther wind even produces the amount of energy that is claimed
Thank you, Mr. Chairman, board. I'm Porter Caldwell. My wifedocuments, we provided you as much information as possible an F P 9y '

for their beloved county. Please don't sell us out.
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Americans need large amounts of low-cost, reliable power. Wiittreased utility costs once the federal subsidies that support thiadastrial wind turbine facilities on Allegheny Mountain.
produces puny amounts of high-cost, unreliable power. We negighd farms have been relinquished. And we will pay when our chil- Wehave seen these installations close up, and they are definitely
lower prices. Wind power raises prices. This windmill legislatiogren leave us and families stop coming here to live and work et suited to Highland County. The installation and proliferation of
introduction denotes these windmills are wider than a 747 jumbause there is nothing special to hold them here or draw them hiirese enormous machines would forever change our rural, agricul-
jet, with blades turning 100 miles per hour. Their flashing red lights Consider what is at stake. Our forested mountains are our wedliral heritage and recklessly endanger all manner of plants and ani-
can be seen from more than 25 miles away. The noise, as descrigdrademark, our very identity. Keep them safe for us. Please.mals that call Highland County home.

by a resident, sounds like a brick wrapped in a towel tumbling in a Undeniable beauty is perhaps the most important issue of all.
clothes dryer — on a perpetual basis. Ieff Burton Beauty is the reason people come here. It is the very heart and soul
They ask, what will this do to our tourism industry? What hap- of tourism. The quality that makes heartbeats faster and eyes mist.
pens to electric rates when the federal subsidy disappears? Who [Statement read by Deborah Huso] ) “Susan and | have traveled a bit, in the United States in particular,
will take down these massive structures if we decide we dont want Jeff Burton is a Highland County landowner, resident of Vit3ny have not found a more spectacular place anywhere. We are
them, or we don't like them? Who's making the money in all &finia Beach. humbled by its magnificence and thankful we can call it home. High-

this? Why are European countries, who pioneered wind farms, nowDear supervisors, this is in regard to the consideration by {34 county is a jewel in the crown of creation, and we are obliged
slowing down or even stopping their construction in some p|(—jl(;e§1._ghland County supervisors to allow commercial windmills withigy, keep it that way.

Clearly there are more sensible ways to provide clean enef’é‘ﬁhlaf‘d County. , We all struggle daily to make ends meet. The county is no ex-
than spending $3.7 billion of taxpayers’money to destroy the Ameri- While | am not currently a county resident, | am a landownglention. We do need to continually investigate appropriate new
can landscape. So the purpose of this legislation is to give citiz8A¥ing purchased this past June 160 acres in the southern part cgéﬁ?ces of revenue and critically examine our spending to find new
an opportunity to have some say in where these massive structGRsty, property known as Little Egypt. | wish to express my Ve{y,ys of saving money. Education in particular, because of its tre-
are located in their communities, and make sure that Congress d§&¥§'g view that the county should not allow commercial windmillg,enqous impact on our county budget, should be thoroughly re-
not subsidize the destruction of the American landscape near b¢# lived in several places in this beautiful country, including thge, ey
national parks or other highly scenic areas, or build such tall strfeeuntains of Colorado, and can say without contradiction, High- | ouid like to take a moment to express our disappointment in
tures dangerously close to our military bases. land County is second to none in its unspoiled beauty and tremgR- \yay this process has been handled. An issue of this unprec-

Under the direction of you, the board of supervisors, we cfRUSly nice people. I can also say, as one who will one day sooRfgnteq importance deserves every advantage democracy has to
fight for the landscape of Highland County. We can say no to Mr.county resident, that the economy of the county will in my vieyfrer pyplic hearings are critical to understanding the issue, but in
McBride's application to place commercial wind turbines on tHee adversely affected by allowing windmills. the end, a fair and controlled way of determining public opinion is
ridge tops of Red Oak Knob. Our zoning ordinance and compre- 1here are numerous people such as myself who love the bealential, This is a moral responsibility of a truly democratic gov-
hensive plan confirm that there are no provisions for wind turbingsyour place, which stems from what Mother Nature has done a4y ent.
in Highland County, and we do not have to accept them. what man has not yet spoiled. And we are willing to invest in the |, conclusion, we ask the board of supervisors to reject High-

If Mr. McBride decides to sue our county over another zonirjjea because of these traits. Most of us will bring very little, if an¥n g New Wind Development corporation’s request on the grounds
matter, our county has the means to defend our ordinances anda@s&urden, and will gladly pay our fair share of taxes and emplpys not suited to our rural way of life, poses an unacceptable risk to
will of the people. If we allow Mr. McBride to construct wind tur-local workers, and purchase services. our environment, and would be a crime against creation.
bines on Red Oak Knob, the door will be open, and we do not haveH.owe\./er, |f windmills are allowed, | belleye any short-term eco- Furthermore, we ask you to convey our sincere regrets to High-
enough money in our county treasury to fight developers. And th@gmic gain will be soon be negated many times over by lost tollay New Wind, as we are not blind to the time, energy and the
Know it. ism, lost retirees, and lost beauty that can never be regained. Yoy rcos they have invested in this project.

[Time expired.] have far more to gain economically by preserving what you have p rejection of this proposal would be heard around the world,

thaln selling the ri%hts t‘; suc(:jh ilr:tt:kr]edible views. s but | need t and would give hope and inspiration to the millions who constantly
am sure you have heard all tnese arguments, but | need 10 Kfljggle to protect and to preserve our planet.
Deborah_ HUSO ister my vote. Once upon a time only landowners could vote againstyye respectfully submit this for the record this 19th day of May,
Deborah Huso, Blue Grass, Virginia. the windmills and in favor of keeping Highland County beautifulogos Thank you.
Plenty of people at this public hearing tonight are going to talk Thank you for your consideration, Jeffrey H. Burton.
to you about the negative impact of wind turbines in Highland

County, including their negative effect on land values, tourism, and Pat Patterson
wildlife, as well as their |ncomp_at|b|I|ty W|_th _the comprehensive NEISO” Hoy My name is Pat Patterson. I've been a resident of Highland
plan, the fact that both the planning commission and IDA have rec- County for approximately 10 years, but have frequented the county

ommended against siting them here, and the fact that residents iMy name is Nelson Hoy. | live in Williamsville, Virginia. My ¢, six years prior to that time.
numbers too large to be ignored have spoken their view that witie, Elizabeth Biggs, and | are opposed to granting a conditional o, and why | came to this locality has been given before by

turbines are not right for this community. use permit to the Highland New Wind Development company. many and probably repeated before by many tonight. My wife and
I don't need to redress those issues. What | would like to talk OUr community, gentlemen, is at an extraordinary crossroadgosh retired and found the beauty, peace and serenity of the area a
about is loss. The right tum will take us, together along with our children anghtect place to buy land, build a home, and live out our remaining

If you open the floodgates and allow wind turbines on Highlargf@ndchildren, into a prosperous and harmonious future. The Wropg, s heing a part of this wonderland. We had a vision, a dream.
County’s ridge lines, we will all lose. We will lose one of the East&%im will tear apart the fabric of this community and it will pillage However, not all dreams come true. There have been other is-
last, great, privately held, scenic mountain landscapes. In his re@#tnatural resources. _ _ sues arise that have been cause for concern over the years, but not
remarks on the Senate floor when introducing the Environmentally Please. Please do not underestimate the negative consequ&fiGes magnitude of the one that has brought about this hearing. If
Responsible Wind Development Act of 2005, Sen. LamarAIexandgla"O_W'ng windmills into this county. Nothing since the Great Desonstryction of these wind turbines would solve the need for en-
stated, ‘In the United States of America, the wholesale destruct@i§ssion and Sherman's march to the sea compares. This doeg gt there may be a ray of hope. But reality has to be considered.
of the American landscape is not an incidental concern. The Gra@ye to be so. There are two men in this room today who can bR amount of energy generated by these turbines is but a speck
American Outdoors is an essential part of the American charact8f’€nd to these rumbling thunderheads of tragedy. compared to the demand that's needed now, and just to the south of

It is also an essential part of Highland's character. As a travel Mac McBride clearly, without question, possesses the talent, Mgstis another reality about to take place that will increase that de-
writer, | have traversed every state in the continental United Statily the resources, and Ob\_/IOUS|y the tenacity necessary to cregig, yet beyond today’s need.
and | can say with the utmost sincerity that east of the Mississi;ﬁ%?cess‘cu' business enterprises other than wind turbine farms. Ands happening all around us. Housing and business construction
there are virtually no landscapes that can compare to Highlan&¥s community has more than sufficient resources to generate d@zsp the rise. These turbines, and many more to come, will never
So far as | can tell, only in the back country of the Smokies in tABS and dozens and dozens of fruitful ideas should he choosgf0 gent in the required demand. | have heard about taxes going
dead of winter will you consistently find endless views of forestédlange his mind. And we will support him. And I'll be the first. up. My wife and | are on fixed incomes. Taxes concern us. But
ridges and deep quiet that may be found in almost every corer ofoUr supervisors, and Jerry in particular, surely can rise with digsihing's been said tonight about the cost of gasoline that farmers
Highland on any day of the year. tinction to the leadership challenge of creating an extraordinary hofa g farm their land, tend their cattle and drive their cars. About

Tobegin dotting our precious ridge tops with wind turbines is #d Work place for the citizens of Highland County — out one, fiye cost of bread going up. About the cost of milk going up. The
desecrate one of the country’s best remaining rural Appalachian lah@- 25 years. We don't have to mortgage the farm for tomorTQys  rance that we pay. Our hospitalization. And many more com-
scapes. And it is to destroy the quality of life that so many peog%thout the generation of electrlcny_b_y_ |ndus_tr|al wind facilities, o gities that we use daily. Nothing has been said that would try to
here cherish—a quality of life linked irreparably to the natural chdt® can assume the solemn responsibility, which he already hagy9f, reduce that. These wind turbines and the money that they gen-
acter of these mountains, mountains unscarred by careless devéfshstewardship of our community heritage — our mountains, Qe will do nothing to bring those costs down.
ment and callous industry. farms and our forests. _ o Let us look past the dollars that have been speculated — be-

Three years ago | came to Highland carrying a childhood dream\Wearrive today, with 1,970 registered voters in this county, and ise that's all it i, is speculation. So | ask, Mr. Supervisors, what
and invested everything | had in the world to live and work hef€re are many more than 1,200 of you who have signed petitiqnSe,  yision of Highland County five, 10, 15 even 20 years from
There are others like me, many of them sitting here tonight. Aﬁgamst_wmdmllls. _For_those | wo_uld _share the words of Wlns_t%w?
there are also those who have lived here all their lives — for maﬁﬁpur?h'”: ‘N_ever give in. Never give in. Never, never, never give v wife and | respectfully ask that you do not approve this per-
generations in fact — and who have fought the hard fight to sty— in nothing great or small, large or petty — never give in et
here even when they might have had greater wealth and prosp&#fjt to convictions of honor and good sense.’

somewhere else. Why do you think they stayed? Why do you think Austin Shepherd

I came? It is because there is no place on earth like Highland. Art Applegate )
i i i i i I’'m Austin Shepherd, retired Highland County extension agent,

It is your people, your constituents who will keep this commu Art and Susan Aoplegate. We live in Bolar. Virginia. | have !
ity vibrant, not wind turbines. If you allow wind turbines in High- -+ &0 >U pplegate. > Virginia. &nd I think you know that | have worked extremely hard for the

written statement. . ;
land, we will all pay. We will pay through our federal tax dollars - , _.__benefit of all the people of Highland County.
pay. pay 9 I'am here to voice Susan's and my own absolute opposition t0g ;| would like for you to know that | am opposed to the wind

that support wind energy that is at best unreliable. We will pay W'It—nghland New Wind Development corporation’s request to Consm{févelopment mainly because you permit this one. we will be an
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entire wind farm. They’ll be in the valleys — of course they’reachieved at 120 feet, why they have to be built 400 feet. No studigsur community. The wind turbines are not going to bring in jobs.
saying now you can put them on the ridges — but with the heighave been done at 400 feet. And if you think of an eight-foot pick up As far as the tax revenues are concerned, that's an important
and everything, and the way it blows up high in the valley, they caruck, if you make it 40, 50 feet long, is it a better truck? We've jussue. It's important to our farmers; it's important to all our property
even be put in the valleys. So we can be a total wind farm, antbéen told that they were more efficient but | have seen no supgavoers here in Highland County. But we all watched a project a
don’t think we need this. for this theory that 400 feet is more efficient than 120. few years ago to improve our road, in which we were promised a
Most everything | wanted to say has been said, but | want to | have seen information that said no other forms of energy pgeat sum of money by our state — and it wasn't forthcoming. The
repeat it a little bit. We are already for wind turbines. The federaluction have been able to be shut down because wind energypdsiey comes, the money goes; it doesn't often come to Highland
government is subsidizing the big corporations to do this. And wharoduced. In fact, | just read that using wind energy is actually caGeunty. This is a heavily subsidized industry and | have to ask my-
knows when they will come in with the right of eminent domaining more pollution, because energy plants that are supplemengelj— and | would hope every property owner here would be ask-
let them put them anywhere they want to. In other words, theretéin no longer be run at peak production. And if you've seen ieg himself — if our property values are going to go down and that
be no restrictions on them. cently, GE has ads that show they are developing a way of produeney is not forthcoming, what do we have left? What will we
Let's just take a look at how will wind turbines benefit High-ing clean energy from coal. have left in 10 or 20 years in Highland County?
land County. Jobs? A few when it's under construction, maybe one There’s another thing, too, I've thought of. Virginia is now being If wind turns out to be our biggest asset — bigger than our view
technician for like the one Mac wants to put in. That's not reallyequired to accept garbage from New York. Maybe we can use N&ieds, bigger than our natural beauty that we already have here in
doing anything for our economy. York’s garbage to make energy to send back to them. Highland County — then it's an asset that we should be selling to
Tax break? Who knows? I've heard it repeated by several people However, there was one thing that stayed with me, after we wée highest bidder, not to the first bidder, the highest bidder. | would
here that are in favor of this that we'll get thousands of dollars.on our tour this summer of the proposed site on Mr. McBride’s pragitggest that you wait five years, see if the wind increases in value.
would almost bet my last copper that we won't get over 1 perceatty. Mr. Rexrode told me and some others that just saying no \akdoes, make the most of it for our county. If it's really going to
of our total budget. What does that amount to? Nothing. not enough. | would respectfully disagree. When it comes to smekpport our farmers, wait. Be conservative, and let's see what hap-
I really would like to know why we would want to put in wind ing, we tell our children, just say no. When it comes to drugs, we ns.
turbines when the wind turbines — say they develop all over ttwir children, just say no. When it comes to drinking, we tell our Thank you.
country — will only produce 6 to 8 percent of the electrical powechildren, just say no. ‘No’ is always more powerful than ‘yes.’ Just
for the nation. What is that? That isn't even a drop in the bucketask the mother of a two-year-old. ‘No’ is so powerful that we give Winnie Richardson
One thing that concerns me is, | have heard in several statex president the power to veto a bill passed by Congress. We dQl_
ments that we should sacrifice Highland County to benefit the naet, however, give our president the right to say yes when Congress,
tion. Should we sacrifice Highland County? | should say it in oneho is the people’s representatives, has defeated a bill. I, and ﬂggp
]

hank you, gentlemen. I'm Winnie Richardson from the Pines,
of Monterey. Before | start | want to thank Alan and Doug, if
ey're around anywhere, for working so late tonight setting every-

word: No. of the people of Highland County, are telling you to just say n
Thank you. Mr. McBride’s conditional use application. thing up for eve_rybo_dy. . o
And | would like to make a couple of other comments that ] I\g)llizg(]aotilet?rzls;;tltsh;ow?r?é gﬁ)rl;.a” o _Hshe your |mag|nat|o|nls tol
. . ; ; ines will have on a personal level.
Ernie Elliot tggggh;%“;;?rlp%?ggg ﬁr?q%ple' We hear that people want lo%b?\:v | want you all, this is kind of silly, but close your eyes. And
I'm Ernie Elliot. | live in Hightown on route 250. | will have a ' imagine that it is one of those very rare, hot and humid summer
perfect view of the towers proposed for Red Oak Knob. [RECORDING INTERRUPTED)] nights in Highland County and you can't sleep. The window is open,
| just want to say, Allegheny Mountain Radio probably didn't but no air is moving, and the only sound you hear is the sound of

need to be here tonight, judging from the size of this crowd here. 1o disparaged us in Highland County as being uninformdat brand new silent fan.
Everybody in Highland County is here. | would disagree. She also said, was talking about, lawsuits. Well, NOW Imagine that you open up your eyes and there are little red

I'live in Highland County and | feel it's a special place. | cony,usuits can still be brought, even if Highland County wins thelfﬂhts blinking on all the blades. That is an unpleasant thought.
sider it a privilege to live here. | pay taxes here. | vote here. | a ey still have to be paid for, and anyone can bring a lawsuit. We se ow it's time to really stretch your imagination. Think of that
mantly oppose approval of the conditional use permit of McBride, 4t all the time. Fan being 400 times as big, and sticking up on the top of a mountain
to build commercial wind turbines on Allegheny Mountain. The  1he first speaker in favor of the windmills, or | should say WiHHSt above your house. That is exactly what the Goodalls, and every
opposition to this project by the residents, taxpayers and votersgfyines. ‘windmills’ are really a very bucolic idea; it reminds m&er resident of Allegheny Mountain, will have to put up with day
Highland County is overwhelming —1,500 people have signed pgs p4 wilder and his friends digging a well by hand and then puttﬁrﬁd night. And | might add that myself, and every other resident
titions against this plan. When was the last time a petition in théﬁ) a windmill to bring up the water that was needed for their alno lives in the foothills of Jack Mountain, will probably have to
county collected so many signatures? My guess is never. mals and for their crops and for their families. These are anythfiff UP With them in the near future after that.

Of course Mr. Blagg, in a statement that shows so much respeck «windmills.” These are industrial wind turbines. Are you having trouble imagining how tall 400 feet really is?
for his fellow Highlanders, says, ‘Highlanders will sign anything."” " s first speaker said that there are 68,000 wind turbines wotti"/ ©f hands — how many have been to the Statue of Liberty?
Where, then, are the petitions in support of the commercial wig o Now, we know that most of them aré not 400 feet tall. We (Bt many. How many have seen the Washington Monument? A few
turbines? Have any been presented to you? I'll bet the answeraif)rospectus each year from Dominion Resources, and we fig
no. No one, it seems, who supports these turbines thought it impgt that it would take 50,000, 400-foot wind turbines just to cover | ™ 90 to tell you in real life how big 400 feet is. A fan is
tant enough to collect signatures. Or maybe they couldn't find g energy use that Dominion Resources produces right now. about 12 inches. The one in my classroom way down at the end of
sufficient number of supporters to justify a petition. Maybe even  ~pariotte Stephenson mentioned that in 2025 there would prgl?- hall is about 10 inches. A fan will fit, a regular house fan, will fit
Mr. Blagg is wrong, and Highlanders will not sign just anything. ap,y, he 100,000 wind turbines in the United States. That would oPﬂX’“e of those little square tiles that every one of you walked over

Right now, right now, control of Highland County’s future is in .o\ er two Dominion Resource companies. when you came in here tonight. Imagine putting 400 of those end-

your hands. It’'s in your hands, Mr. Rexrode. It's in your hands, Mr. to-end. Kind of hard to do? Well, I'll tell you what. If you start at the

Sullenberger. And it's in your hands, Mr. Blagg. However, if you Thank you. wall at the elementary hall where you all came in on the far side,
approve Mr. McBride’s request for a conditional use permit, con- and you go straight through the two offices there, and through those
trol of Highland’s future, with regard to commercial wind turbines, green doors that are right up here, and all the way down to the high
will slip from your grasp. You'll become irrelevant in this process. CC"'OIyn POhOWSky school hall, past the office, past the main entrance, past both gym
Again, | strongly urge you to deny this conditional use permit. Carolyn Pohowsky, Hightown. doors, to the last two little blue doors that nobody ever uses except
Please, just say no — now. Later will be too late. As most of you know, | work for the chamber of commerce, amyself and Mrs. Beasley. That is 400 feet. Now imagine that hall-
I'm not here to speak on behalf of the chamber of commerce, Way stuck straight up in the air. That is what a wind turbine will
Chris Elliot here to speak on behalf of myself. But it's hard to disassociate wieak like.
) . . L I do and have done for eight years from who | am as a residentAnd by the way, a few people have suggested, this is true, wind
Hi, my name is Chris Elliot and I live in Hightown. Well actu- jiying in Hightown. turbines are not invisible or silent.
ally, just a little east of Hightown. For eight years I've been on the front lines, taking requests fromWith the couple seconds that | have left, | want to give you all a

I thought long and hard about what I could tell you that migh,;rists and people who want to relocate here. In the eight yearshitaf a tidbit of the real, true value of our view shed. A couple years
convince you to vote no concerning Mr. McBride's application. |, e pheen here, I've watched the relocation requests rise fromage | read in the AAA magazine, that goes to people throughout the
know, Mr. Blagg, you were concerned about property rights. Andy, erage of two or three a month to an average of one a day.  entire East Coast of the United States, a little article that said that
thought about Hank Williams’ song with the line, ‘No matter how | ny ey disturbed by the fact that so many of the people that &és area is the most valuable area on the entire East Coast of the
struggle and strive, I'll never get out of this world alive.” How in &5jing our office at the moment are expressing serious reservatigniged States, from Maine to Florida, for stargazing. The reason is
sense, we don't really own property, but just have the use of it ot the wind turbine industry in Highland County. These are pedpigause there is no light pollution. The wind turbines, with their
the short time we are here. _that were planning to move here who are now reconsidering. | dditite red lights, will produce light pollution. People from all over

If we cannot improve the world, we should at least leave it N@iny hat reflects well on the property values, and whether or #ae East Coast come to this area to view stars. They ain't going to
worse tha_n when we came here_. And | ask why, when we Speaktﬁéy're going to go up in this county. come anymore, folks. Thank you.
property rights, why aren't the rights of Mr. McBride's neighbors g tar as tourism is concerned, again, that's what | do. It's hard
as important as Mr. McBride's? It seems like all we hear about ajg me to imagine than many people in this room are going to plan a Larry Held

how important his property rights are. holiday in the next year or two to a wind turbine farm. Possible, but . . _
I thought about Mr. Sullenberger’s comment that he wondergdpin it you really think about it, it's not likely. Good evening, gentlemen. My name is Larry Held. | live on the

why more people weren't behind wind energy as green energy. 'm g4 oy, | have to ask myself, how many tourists will continue € Of Jack Mountain. 'm a voting resident of Highland County.

not sure how green an energy itreally is. Sure it makes use of Wil to Highland County? In 1989 we had four lodging facilities jn ! speak in opposition to granting the conditional use permit to

but what is the true expense? It isn't free. I've looked, and ha\(—ﬁghland County. Today we have 16. That's considerable gro I McBride, although | strongly feel we shouldn't even be in the

been unable to find any information on how much energy is ey have businesses that survive because of the tourists. Thes@FHON We're in tonight, since Mr. McBride's neighbors, your prop-

pended in putting up one of these industrial wind turbines. jobs — job opportunities for our young people. These are businel appointed economic development commission, and planning
Also, there has been no explanation of why, if adequate wind'is commission, have all said no.
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I know each of you claim to have done research on this mattsrthat issue and listen to what the people wanted. | hope yoBrg you deliberately adopted that new ordinance anyway. You can

and | hope by now you have learned that wind power does not liv#ling to do that again tonight. hide behind the judicial shield of legislative prerogative on a lot of
up to the claims made by its advocates. On the contrary, its impactThank you. things, but not on this one.

on the environment and on people’s lives is far from benign. The Thank you.

money we taxpayers are paying to reimburse these exploiters who Beth MoIIihan

sponsor construction of these monstrous towers could well be more SUSG” W€bb

effectively spent elsewhere. Good evening. My name is Beth Mollihan, and I have traveled
But | don’t want to speak to you about the wasted funds. I'd liK/€" the hills from the west, from Webster County, West Virginia, My name is Susan Webb and I'm from Mustoe. I'm a native of
to just follow Winnie up by talking a little bit about the size. Theskis aftern_oor_L to speak to you _about the pla_lcement of this windrdiligusta County, and I'm a retired te_acher from the Albemarle
400-foot towers each support a turbine the size of a bus. At 120 faem and its impact on the Civil War battlefield, Camp Alleghengzounty school system. | currently reside near Mustoe, and I'm a
long, they sweep over an acre of air that's moved at 100 miles b)é:@ted just over the county line in Pocahontas County, West ifighland County taxpayer and voter and full-time resident.
hour at the tip. The total weight for the tower assembly is over 18%13- o o I oppose the granting of a conditional use permit to Highland
tons. That, gentlemen, is 326,000 pounds. As a Civil War hlstorlgal site, Camp Allegheny is unique. ToNew Wind De_velopm_ent to construct and operate an electric su_b-
One of the biggest investors in wind turbines, Florida PowdpY itlooks very much as it did in December of 1861 when Confestation and wind turbines on Allegheny Mountain. | oppose the sit-
and Light — which, by the way, paid no taxes in 2002 or 20(psate troops were in winter quarters there. The old Parkerspurg amybf this, or any, industrial wind farm on Highland County’s moun-
because of the taxpayer breaks that we gave them, that our cYaunton turnplke still winds across the Ianc_iscape — a dirt rdam_rldges. Besides th_e loss of view sht_ed, the threat to wildlife, and
gress gave them — estimates that the turbine site requires a foufttf-as it was in 1861 when soldiers were stationed there to halt #ryinfringement on citizens’ property rights and businesses, a real
tion holding over 1,000 tons of concrete reinforced with steel. @dvancing Union troops. The trenches where the guns were placedcern to me is the loss of property value.
most of our mountain ridges, it would be necessary to blast into still clearly visible, as well as the stones of the chimneys of theMy husband and | are currently building a house here. We plan
bedrock to put these foundations in. This could possible disrupt d cabin barracks. When you stand in the trenches on the heigttbdfve here the rest of our lives. Our 58-acre property is the most
well water sources which are located on the tops of these motAmp Allegheny and look out over the valley, you see very muehluable asset that we have to leave to our children, and I'm certain

tains. Of course, getting all the construction equipment into the sitie same view as a Confederate soldier would have seen in that our land will lose value if the pastoral nature of this county

is also going to be very difficult. Straight, wide roads will be rd®"9 @go December. o _ Changes. _ L
quired to be built on our ridges. Public roads in hilly areas are often Before you turn where the old turnpike winds across the ridge People move out here for the peace and quiet, the wildlife and

inadequate. The construction of Buffalo Mountain wind project hehind you, the hills roll away over Highland County. There are ttioe views, the prettiest as it has been called, as if scenic value should
Tennessee required the builder to widen the roads and elimirsyRdivisions, no fast food places, no billboards to distract from tnist be a consideration in buying property. Who would want to in-
switchbacks — a major job in this county. In addition, roads usipnderful visior_1 of the past. If, howeve_r, the windmill farm is con_‘fest in property and a home out here Wi_th Iarge_-sca_le_wind turbines
by the contractor were severely damaged and had to be rebuilt Structed, one will then look from the height of Camp Allegheny toia your face? Buyers are already putting their building plans on

| realize Mr. McBride’s site is mostly in meadowlands, but iyisio_n of these long-armed monsters that have the look of a robotd until they_know tr_]e outcome of this dgcision. _
you approve this permit, | don’t care what the other side says, thetBat Jgst escaped from the latest Star Wars fantasy. _ We know_ this pe_r_mlt won't be the last of |t._ There are other wind
going to be other people coming in looking to build wind towers. It is for th(_e honor_ of these men, b_oth Confederate _and Unlmmmpa_nlesu_lst waltl_ng to plpw through t_he ridge top forests anq set
You need to clear the forests at the top for maximum wind efftho were willing to give up their very lives so that we might haveup their turblpes. Wln_d turbines cquld sit on Allegheny Mpuntam,
ciency. For towers the size of those proposed at Red Oak, that wdélhignger, petter country, that | have come here tonight to asl_< thantz Mountain, on Mlddl_e Mountaln,' on Monterey Mountain, Back
mean cutting acres per tower. The destructive impact of this on ¥8H be mindful of the wonderful legacy they have left you riglEreek, Jack Mountain. Picture the view you’'d get from the crest of
environment is obvious. Erosion, destruction of water flow, destrJiere in your community. They have left you a piece of their realitghenandoah Mountain as you come into Highland.
tion of wild habitat and plant life are sure to occur. a reminder of what they sacrificed. | ask you, as you gather here toYou may say I'm exaggerating, but you know it's a real possi-

Now | know all of you want to do your part in making Americdnake plans for the future of this area, and the future of_ your cl‘li'llity. Don't take such risks with our unique natural resources. Pro-
energy independent. But rather than jeopardize our landscape drea, the_lt you pause to remember those who made this gathetdag our property values. Protect the beauty that draws hikers, fish-
the natural environment that our future generations are entitled"f§€ tonight possible. _ ermen, birders and so many good people to our lovely county. Pro-
enjoy, why not just replace one incandescent light bulb in your house ! he future |s,.|ndeed, the place where.we live, t?ut we do hav.eetot the unique sense of con.wmlunlty that H!ghlanders have eryoyed.
with an efficient compact fluorescent? If everyone in America woultp!d on to our plece.of the past., otherwise we will have no mile- I've heard it §a|d that this issue is dividing our commurylyy. I
make that change, it would decrease emissions by 90 billion pouﬁffg‘e’ no marker to judge the distance we have traveled from @an't think so. Qld you read a}ll those names on those petitions?
every year — the equivalent of taking 7.5 million cars off the roaB@st: _ , Opponents to this project are in the majority, and they come from
That's certainly a lot easier than building wind towers on our ridges. | do have a fgw fact; about wind energy I'would like to shaee(ery corner pf nghland. O.ur cqmmunlty has come toggther over

In summary, gentlemen, we're talking about industrial and coyith you very quickly. Wind energy.con.sumpnon was .11 percetitis issue, bridging real or imagined gaps betweeq natives, new-
mercial installations that do not belong on the ridge tops of Higﬁ’]f- pnlted States energy consumptlon in 2003, thg latest year domers, farmgrs, academics, young, and old,.and in-between. We
land County, and | beg you to vote a resounding no on the Co,mp_lgh dgta was available, accqrdmg to the energy |.nformat|on @de a conjmunlty'— a <.:om.mun|ty of your const'ltuent.s who are say-
tional use permit. Thank you. ministration. That percentage is only expected to increase to i8§ no wind turbines in Highland County. Reject Highland New

percent by 2025. Wind Development’s application for a conditional use permit.
R d R . h d In our state, wind farms enjoy very favorable tax treatment com- Thank you.
an y Icnarason pared to other property owners and businesses. Property taxes ohhave a very short comment by someone who lives in Monterey
[RECORDING INTERRUPTED] the turbines are based on their salvage value, which is 5 percentbfike to read. They gave it to me tonight. This is from Mr. and

... | just want to remind you all of a few historical things. Lis¢éhe original cost. Comparatively, property taxes on land are badéd. H. Wilson Wright, and this is their comment: ‘This is to notify
[Hawkins] had earlier said that it's a lot easier for people to speak 90 percent to 110 percent of market value. Business and occtipa-Highland County supervisors, Highland IDA, and significant
against something than for something, but she might not be sotifaaal tax is calculated based on the taxable generating capaditiiers that we are opposed to wind farm development and the trans-

miliar with Highland County history. which for wind farms equates to 5 percent of the official capacity ofission lines that are to follow. Highland already sends electricity
Going back a few years to 2001, to the U.S. 250 project, sothe wind farms. Other new electrical generating units pay B and@Richmond from the Back Creek storage facility over our county’s
700 people signed petitions in favor of that. | guess that's an daxes based on 40 percent of official capability. mountains. Enough is enough.’ Mr. and Mrs. H. Wilson Wright.

usual circumstance in Virginia. Those were people obviously in fa- And | think | will no longer take up any of your time.
vor of something, not against it.
She also gave you more or less what | would say is the ammuni-
tion you need to deny this permit. She said they could deny Ann Wefer Rle Webb

McDonald's. | certainly don't think that McBride or his constitu- Ann Wefer, McDowell, Virginia. - .
ents represent that kind of economic power. And she stood up herd want to talk about the new ordinance that you adopted that My name is Rick Webb. My address is HC4, Box 15, Monterey.

and gave you that, and argued that you have every reason inégrentially took height out of the variance approval procedure andl am opposed to the Highland New Wind Development project
world to deny it. ' put it in conditional use approval procedure. The variance processl | request that the board of supervisors not issue a conditional
Then Mr. Flora came up next and turned around and said )Jggvides relief from development standards such as setbacksuk® permit because:

you can deny all this, but one project might not be good enough $g¥€rage, height. . S 1. There is regl potentiql for environmental harm.
the county — maybe we ought to consider two or three. I'm kind of A variance can be approved only if certain criteria are met, for 2. The potential for environmental harm has not been properly

confused about that. It seems on the one hand we're told we d&¥@MP!e. a property is being denied a property right possesseciuated, and . o
have to have anymore, but on the other hand, maybe you ouglﬂtﬂ?r properties in the same vicinity and zone. Uses, on the other3. The applicant has presented erroneous and misleading infor-
hand, are processed by conditional use permit. All zones allow a@ation to the supervisors concerning environmental permitting and
Jerf?,i” uses by CUP and are specifically listed in each zone. Heighte'sievy process. . . . .
at that time you told the paper that the people who signed petiti@ng;evelopment standard. It is nota use. . Aside from being a resident with acommitment to protection of
were the kind of people you would like to support. In fact, you said Yqu gannot bypass the prlterla requ[rements of a var!ancgtbp yalues that m'ake.our county unique, 'I approach thIS.ISSue asan
in the paper, you said you want to support the kind and quamyqﬂbstltutlng a less demanding process J.ust for Mr. McBride, j@n\(lronmental scientist. In my position with Fhe University valr-
people who expressed interest in this project — these are the IRggause he has a very, very serious helght problem. Mr. McBrgjala,.I gtgdy the egology of forested mountain watersheds in west-
of people who had taken the time to sign a petition, express tH@F not even subm!tted a site plan showing whe(e thege 400-mvlrg|q|a. My.prlmary research focus concerns the harmful gf-
opinion. These were hundreds of people. And at the end of that'¥jnd turbines are going to be located. Sp what possmlg (;r|ter|a coid@ts of air pollution on mountain streams — I'm talking about acid
ticle you also stated that you would not make your mind up untfY Use for approval, and not be arbitrary and capricious? Thea@. | am well aware of the need for clean and renewable sources of
after the public hearing. Well, | still hope you are open-minded abdgf t any- , energy. o o , ,
these matters and | think the people have spoken. But you knqw thgt. Mellssa Dowd knows that. Th.e Shenangloah However, an object!ve anglysg indicates that wmd prOJegts sych
At the last board of supervisors meeting, on an issue as triviaf&gional planning district knows that. Those determined here in tethe one under consideration will make only a trivial contribution

the Dumpsters, you gentlemen said that you had to take a hard @Bdgience know that. Your own planning commission knows th&. meeting our energy needs and that the costs may outweigh the

have three or four more.
And lastly, about the petitions, getting back to U.S. 250 —
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benefits. Before we make decisions that may forever alter our for- You're not treating people equal. sen to move here, or we've chosen to stay here.

ested mountain landscape, we need the kind of information thatRexrode. W' re cutting them off at five minutes. | think that the people in this room are but the tip of the iceberg.

would be provided by independent environmental assessment and\Vell, apparently some people are more equal than others.  Those who have made a way to come out tonight — some couldn't

cost-benefit analysis, and this has not been done. [Webb is escorted from the podium by deputies] be here for various reasons but | have no doubt that the vast major-
Concern about the lack of any assessment process to support ity of the residents of this county are against these wind turbines.

decisions about large-scale wind energy development led me to take Scott Foster We are against these man-made monsters installed on the moun-

part in the development of guidance for wind project siting in Vir- tains.

ginia. For the last two years | have worked with the Environmen%zra]l My r(;alme IS SC.OH Fo?tler g”?d Ipllvedls?uthcof ngh\t/(\)/wrl.yy_fg- And by the way, money ain't everything. Our supervisors need
Working Group of the Virginia Wind Energy Collaborative in profN€r and I own a piece of land in Pendleton County, West Virginia, respect our wishes, or step down.
ducing a landscape classification system report that identifies a/&289 the Staunton Parkersburg turnpike. | appreciate the opportunity to speak here tonight. Thank you.

with known environmental sensitivities and addresses the need for/VNen route 250 veered off from the turnpike years ago, at the

assessment prior to wind energy development. This report is podfRiof Allegheny, by chance the turnpike and Camp Allegheny were

on the Virginia Wind Environmental Working Group web siteSPared. This battlefield and encampment are now listed on the Na- Ilm Brown

vawind.org. Along with a copy of my comments, | have attached 4fin@l Historic Register, which should offer some protection. Mr. Thank you. My name’s Jim Brown. I'm from Rockbridge County.
example map showing some of the types of information presentdgBride failed to contact the owners of this battlefield — both pri-own a farm just over the mountains here in the Blue Grass Valley.
in the landscape classification system report and on the web sité3t€ owners and the Monongahela National Forest — and the comyyesley Woods is a very highly respected appraiser in central
The example map focuses on our area of the state, includingTHgSIONers of Pocahonte}s COU”W; ) and western Virginia. I'll keep this very brief, but he wants to reiter-
Highland New Wind project site. The areas shown on this map fall From the battlefield lines, you'll see the 400-foot turbines Ofte that this is a land use decision. It has the potential to affect the
into three classes: Unsuitable, flagged, and unclassified. ‘Unsdigmarack Ridge, one mile away. This is a rare historic site, in thgfoining property owners and their property value. He feels very
able’ refers to areas that, for mainly legal reasons, are automatic3flymedern intrusions exist. The complete historic atmospheresifongly that property values will go down if these things go into
excluded from utility-scale wind energy development. ‘Flaggedffact. You cannot place that in a museum. However, no formal place, and everywhere else in the county as well if they're allowed

refers to areas for which there are specific, known environmerff§FS eIsts that requires McBride to inform the owners. __on other ridge tops. Quite simply, it's not a compatible use for the

issues. ‘Unclassified’ refers to all other areas, and should definitely S PY chance this site was preserved, and by chance this &g and for the zoning that's in place.

not be interpreted as meaning suitable. will be defiled. Do not grant a conditional use permit under Mr. J've been in real estate for 20 years. I've been coming here for
A basic premise of the landscape classification system is thiBride’s conditions. 40 years, and I'm very concerned for the landowners that surround

there are no areas that can be deemed suitable without proper envi- ] us. They all spoke according to the public record; all the adjoining

ronmental assessment. Terry Florlano landowners are opposed to this project.

based on the fact that the area is designated by The Nature CoRsslinty. _ ) !
vancy as critical for preservation of regional biological diversity. | yejieve that the county supervisors are not listening, or if y(\%hat’s going on here, and if they would Waf)t to invest here because
The landscape classification system also considers factors that gaistening, you don't seem to care about the wishes and fee”ﬁggp'e want to have their good views, that's why they would come

not be represented on maps, and some areas are classified as ugsyili,r constituents in this matter of commercial wind turbines rlen.stead of doing into technical thinas. Il iust sav that | ook m
e, o Thnand New Wind project s Io_cated " suls county. daughter intog\]Nesgt Virginia to look atgth’e WJind tur)k;ines out ther)(;
an area dqe to the presence of an endangered species, the northgrg, e understand that one of you made the comment that pe@%eg g oK | _ .
flying squirrel. - - : : L € had her Walkman on. She didn’t want to go on the trip. She was
in Highland County will sign anything, referring to the petition .
. - . ) - ) . Ignk down in her seat, as most 15-year-olds would be. As we got
) . against the wind turbines. | think that this is an insult and slap in d d i the wind turbi h h d
Although many locations that support endangered species @& to the people of Highland County, of which my husband anafi)ser and started seeing the wind turbines, she sat up. She turne
0

not known, and therefore not mapped, the presence of the northgm .o we certainly don't sign everything, but we did sign tr}e her walkman. When we got out of the car and went up to it, she

flying squirrel at the Highland New Wind site is well-documentedierition, even though our names were inadvertently left off the I rmed back around to me with tears in her eyes and said, ‘Dad,
' gase don't let this happen in Highland County.’

Based on the landscape classification system, this site is unsuitggﬁished in The Recorder. So for the record, Ray and Terry Flori _ ghl _

for ut|||ty-§ca|e wind energy deV9|°pment~ are against the wind turbines in Highland County. Wesley Woods is opposed to it. I'm opposed to it. Thank you.

_ The Highland New Wind project area would probably also fall - 55| said at the last meeting, we have moved here from other ]

in the unsuitable/unmapped classification as a significant MiggAys of the country because of the beauty of this area. Now | com- Dennis Coppege

tory route for birds and bats. These areas can only be identifigflie every day from Doe Hill to Hot Springs, 55 miles each way, 1m Dennis Coppege. | live in Madison County but my wife and
based on ... site-specific pre-development studies, which have giloygh Highland and Bath counties. | enjoy some of the most bepHave a house here in Highland. Thank you for the opportunity to
deln.tly not b'een .done. for this project. However, problems wnh faeul scenery in our great nation. aridross you here .

talities of migrating birds and bats have occurred elsewhere in theyt gigy,rhs me that wherever we have lived, beautiful places are| had some prepared notes. | changed my mind when | heard Mr.
central Appalachian region, suggesting that this may be a problggstantly under assault. | consider this proposal to put in commeBra’s comments about the growth industry, growth of the wind
site. cial wind turbines on the beautiful ridges of the Alleghenies as gjustry in the United States. ’

. . . . assault against nature — we are nature-lovers — and an assaulthis is growing because it's a tax scam. If you take away the tax
_ For example, in 2003, during the first year of operation at tgajnst those who live in the area and enjoy and cherish the naiyab-off, these people could care less about green energy. If they
first wind turbine project constructed in West Virginia, an estimat ' :

L . I ) nders that God has put here. didn't have the tax write-off, we wouldn't be here tonight and there’d
2,000-4,000 migrating bats were killed by flying into turbine ro- -y cant do anything about West Virginia building wind turbinegiever be another wind farm built in the country. And you can be

tors. This represents the largest wildiife mqrtallty ever reported gy ridges seen from our house, but | can do something about ¥syred that the same lobbyist who got the federal income tax de-
awind energy project, and a comparably high number of bals Wgyga Thats why I'm here tonight. 'm not against clean energyyctions for them are going to be working in Richmond to remove
killed in 2004. A. Ieadlng expert has estimated thaF almogt §0,0 rces. I'm against wind turbines in this place. Not only do | nfe property tax on these wind turbines.
bats per year will be killed if all the proposed projects within 7is sign anything, but 1, and my neighbors who are here this eveningyoy may get $175,000 a year. You might not get $175. You re-
miles of this site are actually built. . — I'm sure | speak for most of the people here, and I'm in goggly need to think about it before you pass this based on the tax
No one, not even the consultants on the industry payroll, mpany by the way — did not give up another evening at hofgome. | feel sorry for all the farmers that are having to pay more
going to argue that bat populations can sustain this level of impagiy come out and sit here and speak for just anything. This is a @Res, but | would suggest that you all look into a land use tax sys-
In addition, at this same site, 33 migrating birds were killed inig@ o rant issue, whether the county supervisors realize it or nokem to help them on their hay and pasture land. | don't want to pay

; . X ' i
single night when they flew into the turbine rotors, representing the | \,ant to commend the people of Highland County and othgﬁy more taxes here on my house, but | will to help them out.

largest bird mortality incident ever reported for a wind project. Akncermed friends for coming out tonight. | think these people are Thank you.

though this event was dismissed by the company’s consultant agaf with heartfelt concern, and are here because of wisdom and
anomaly associated with low cloud cover and lights, such cloygymitment to keeping our country beautiful and, in its natural state,

conditions are not uncommon on our ridges and birds are also knQwr,ch as possible, not only for our enjoyment and for the envi- Andrew Luther
to fly into unlighted towers. ronment, but as a legacy for our children and grandchildren. Itis my! had some prepared remarks | wanted to address this evening,
[Interrupted by Jerry Rexrode and told to wrap up] hope and my prayer that our county elected officials will heed thet after hearing the presentations, | have very significant concerns
| don't have too much more to say. voice of the people whom they represent, and vote against g@gsidering the financial aspects of the proposal.
Rexrode: You're already way over five minutes. project, which would bring, as | see it, no good, and only harm, to | came here expecting to hear a very sophisticated analysis with
I'm aware of how you enforce your rules, and | was in a publigighjand County. respects to the financial aspects of this project. You have a multi-
hearing last week ... I thank God every day for the gift of living in such a place. Sonsillion-dollar project. You've been working on it for several years,
Rexrode: I'm sorry, Sir, we' ve been trying to give everybody ... may think that because we've been here less than a year thafi@ there’s no sophistication. You lead us to believe that there’s
we still have two pages left... have less of a voice and less of a concern about this issue. Well $h&b,000 of tax revenue coming in for the next 20 years. I've been
I'm going to finish what I'm saying. friendly people of Highland County have made us feel most wé-products planning for many years. | have a financial background.
Rexrode: No, Mr. Webb. Do we have a deputy here? . _come here, and | think they realize that we are one of them in dlings don't work that way.
In addition, at this same site, 33 migrating birds were killed '“%?eat concern for this uniquely blessed county. | expected you to address things like risk analysis. What's the
single night when they flew into the turbine rotors, representing the \y/a have seen the time-lapse photography of how other plagis of the $175,000 coming in every year? If we look at where we

largest bird mortality incident ever reported for a wind project. Alye peen ruined once the door was opened to such things as €6enin this phase of the product planning cycle, you would probably

though this event was dismissed by the company’s consultant .mercial wind turbines. | think whether you've lived here a year gtit a really low probability factor on your cash flows. And if you
Rexrode: Mr. Webb, we tried to be generouswith everybody and -y whole life, it doesn't matter. What matters is that we live het@ke the $175,000 and you apply, let's say, a 30 percent probability

other people would like to speak. now, and we love this place. We are here either because we've ¢f®going to happen, do the math. You're looking at some relatively
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because consistently in this whole process, | personally, as an atldferent occasions on McBride property.
Another aspect of your project — this is a multi-year project ey, and the people I represent, tried to give to you hard, factualAnd, by the way, since | got my baohelors degree, my master’s
|r]{ormat|on, not blowing smoke. | don't have to come to you talegree, and my Ph.D. 36 years ago, I've never had another profes-

we get involved with something called economic value analysis ht and refute all th ts about the alori £ wind tsional call i qr i h le’s inf i
takes into consideration the time value of money. That $175,0ght and refute all these comments about the glories of wind tsienal call me a liar, and I'm not sure where people’s information

you're talking about today is not going to be worth that in just sev: fes becauee Sen. Warner has _done itfor me. And if you can't tames from._ . . . .
years. In other words, if you take a discount factor of 10 percen i the senior senator from Virginia, probably one of the most con- OK, why, in the wind project area, were we looking for the squir-

@g{vative republicans around, then | don’t know who the heck ymi? Because it's one of the special areas of Canadian life zone habi-
cash flow. o trust. _ _ _ _ _ tat. There’s very little of this in the Eastern L}ni_ted States. Itis there.
So, again, | was looking for a sophisticated analysis. This is a Following me is someone who is going to be pres_entlng to yoad these can be considered like mountain |slands. They're sepa-
multi-million-dollar project. If you were in a corporate board roonPress release Whl_Ch has been referred to a couple times alreadyaitéd trom other places. But then ... should specral plants and ani-
and you presented these financials the way you did this evenr‘r?i,e about fou_r minutes to read it into the record. If you don't wamials, including the endangered northern flying squirrel, and the state
they would have disapproved your project. Completely rejected im to read it into the record,_I’II read parts of it, for Sen. Warn_endangered water shrew — which was also _colleoted on that prop-
think you ought to do a lot more homework with respect to yo plains the whole_ mess that is wind energy development. And ieity — b'e of any concern to you as far as this project goes?_
financials, because that's what we're all betting on, here. We're lo mess. He describes it very clearly, and. I'm not going to reoeatlt is kind of sad that we have to have an endangered species ora
ing for this cash flow coming in, and from my point of view, and/ at other people are going to say, but it is not _the panacea, eithegatened or rare species before we can even get anybody excited.
from any type of sophisticated analysis that you should have used; Ior t_axpayers_, or for global warming, or anythmg_ else. It’s a taSo_me of the gentlemen up here with the farms and everything, they"re
didn't see anything of that coming out. sdbS|d|zed profit for a few people. That_’s what drives this wholing to he very sad that they don't have an endangered species
And then finally — I was in the computer industry for almost zgung, and you've heard that already tonlght. _ _ when their Iand is condemned for new power lines or something. It
years — you talked about technology tonight. | recently knew prod- | also had planned to address the McBrides’ site tonight. But tlverks sometimes for you.
cent release of the site criteria and wind maps from the Virginia To put it in better perspective, many people travel here from all
ind Energy Collaborative — certainly not an organization thawer the country to see this beautiful area. If you want to see some-
've been really friends with — now makes it clear that und#ring different, you can get away from here. You can drive to Rich-
their independent criteria, there are a lot of problems with theond, Staunton, wherever. You can go and get a fast food sand-
%Brides' site. It probably is either unqualified, or maybe evemich. You can go take your kids out and count the number of semi’s
unsuitable. Now Rick [Webb] didn’t get to read through the whotlat go by in an hour. The number of red ones. Great fun.
Technology is ever-changing And here again, to bet on $175‘dmng there, but that’s_the bottom line. This site is not the_greatestBut if we want to get away, we have to come up here. And there
a year for the next 20 years, to me, that's stretching it. If you re%{oe in the world, and it's going to have lots of problems with it. aren’t many places like this. | sometimes jokingly ask people up
This is the same opinion previously given to you by experts adere, ‘Where would you like to live if you couldn't live here?’ And

today’s Wall Street Journal, there was an article in there about solar ; . .
paneyls — big breakthrjough todaymhig breaktlhrOlngh Cypres: se ?d and bat mortality. And you've heard a lot of the same old sttiffey say, ‘| wouldn'’t, I couldn’t live there. I'd die.” Well, so would

conductors — take a look at them. And these are the things yod t was brought up last year in public hearings — that one bird e animals die if they couldn'’t live here.
: : . ; ; iolyr ine per year. That's all been debunked. It's baloney. It's old. We What you have here, and the critters that live here, are very spe-
going to be confronted with as you go through time with your project. . . ) X \ R )
These are all new projects that may impact your program. | did qve you the written opinion of the leading bird and bat expectal. I'm often asked — and this is important — I'm often asked
: : ing work mostly for power companies on bird and bat mortalityhat effect might the turbines have on the northern flying squirrel?
see any type of analyses that address the impact on the program. . . i X o X ; ) \ .
me, that's very significant. As businessmen, | think you should An the problem with locating a wind turbine facility on aridge in a We don’t know. Maybe they’ll go for a long glide after they
quire a very sophisticated financial analysis on this project. AfRyjgratory bird route, where there are ’Iots of bz_ats in the mlddle(ﬂimb off the edge of one of the_se things. But we've got to prove,
don't expect to see $175,000 per year coming in for the next\%Oded cover and undulating ridges, it's an environment which cy@u know, we've got to determine that the project will not cause
Lo ates the opportunity for a lot of mortality. That's the facts. From tharm. It is not my duty to prove, as some people suggest, after the
years. | would bet against it. Thank you. . ; ; 4 ) : )
best expert there is. We gave you that document. It's not just faet, that harm will occur. We have to first know that it won't.
. . telling you that. There’s going to be bird and bat mortality here. So anyhow, | urge everybody, not just the board of supervisors,
DGVId Balley There’s going to be lot of problems with that. I'm not going to sayt the McBride family as well, for you people to think of your
Good evening, Mr. Chairman, members of the board. anymore about that. legacies; the gentleman’s gone now who sometimes brings in the
As you know I'm David Bailey, and I'm an attorney here repre- | had planned to develop and submit to you, in an effort to try Bible and everything — the lobbyist for the millionaire wind com-
senting some folks in the Highland County area, and | think I'help you tonight, a list of conditions that you might consider f@any. Don’t any of you start to feel guilty because you're not help-
entitled to six minutes. As | said before, I'd hope you'd be generomdétigation that you can impose, because you can impose conditiongsclean the air by not supporting this. Don't any of you feel you're
enough to give me a couple more because | have to respond toawthis project that would effectively mitigate the impact from thes®t going to go to heaven if you're against these wind turbines, as
attorneys on that side over there. | guess my stature is increasimgnd turbines on surrounding landowners. | put a lot of time dhe argument is used sometimes by the gentleman who's the mil-
| want to thank the board members for the opportunity to spethis. You already have all the long list of mitigating possibilitieson-dollar lobbyist out of Northern Virginia.
tonight. | know there’s a lot of tense feelings tonight, but basicalljrbm the central planning district. You have the environmental im- People, energy from turbines on special mountain ridges is not
want to compliment the board, and | have no problems putting fpact statement that we gave you, prepared for the federal govgreen energy. Destroying more habitat, or further destroying spe-
the record the openness to public comment that really has exenmpint, which goes through this whole long laundry list and talk&l habitat, is not green energy. Global warming is very real, but
fied all your proceedings to date, and | congratulate you on that aieut all these problems like noise and other issues, which are mestroying a special area or special areas on ridge tops is not going

low numbers.

seven years, you're going to knock 50 percent off the value of t

uct planning, and | had situations where | went out, looking a
new software package and we were willing to give that writer
million dollars up front for the rights to sell that package. We h
situations where the very next day, we would see a software p
age advertised in the Wall Street Journal that would run circles aro
it.

hope that you will continue to do it. They’re not fake. And they're in that document. to cure global warming. Thank you.
And tonight, you've already heard from many people and some But | couldn’t prepare a list of mitigations for you. And the rea-
have been emotional and others are probably going to be emoti@eal | couldn’t prepare a list of mitigations and conditions for you is Dan Foster

yet. And some of this stuff is going to be repetitive, because thdte@t this is one of those hardball decisions you're going to have to , . e
the nature of public hearings. | also expected the comments tonigiake. You are not going to protect the Goodalls’ property by any M Dan Foster. I'm here as a director of the Mountain Soil and
— and | can already see, as they have been for every public g@aditions you put in this permit, because any conditions you ifaLer Conservation District. . .
ceeding that you've held on this issue — that the majority viewpose that will protect their property, is not going to make this project Over the years, our responsibilities have increased as directors.
against approval of the wind turbine project. possible. The Brodys — the Brodys came into this county and tH4gSt recently, the Virginia General Assembly, through House Bill
Now there have been some side issues here, with people tallifit a business on what is the heart and soul of this county — ré 90, instructs directors to identify soil and water issues.
about why there’s not so many people in favor or why they domeational areas and the scenic views. People have an opportunity t&PViously the issue here is how will wind industry development
come forward. You know, come on, people come to these meetiggge and see that. You will destroy that business. You cannot nfiffect the ground water, surface water, and the real property of land-
to speak to you from their heart because this is an important issuga it. You cannot put those turbines in their front yard and exp@%n€rs ---
them. There’s a huge number of people here tonight opposing thigm to continue to exist.
project because it's important to them. Not because they're trying For all those reasons — | could go on, but | won't — for all
to intimidate Mr. McBride or any of the other folks here supportiniiose reasons, | ask that you deny it. Thank you.
this project. It's important to them. If it's important to them, it's

[RECORDING INTERRUPTED]
... and soil and water quality protection and improvement.
As supervisors, your role can be huge. You have more power
right now than if you grant this conditional use permit. Right now,
important to you. ]ohn PG eIS you can — to' the best'of our abillitiee with the efforts of hydrolo-
Now, | understand that board members do not rely on public . g o ' gists, profes§|onal engineers, soil scientists, erosion and sediment
opinion polls to make decisions about land use. That's not right. Thenk you. My name is John Pagels. Ilive |n.Chesterf|eId Coum:pntrol technrcrans — we can enhence the state law, the state ero-
But in this case, the majority opinion here expressed to you toni trglnra. To add a little credllbllrty.to it though, in the last 20 yearsion and sedllment control Iew. Basrcally, we can.make that through
and expressed to you in the paper, and expressed to you on the s ’I)ée?épent more than 109 nights in the Mont\ratlee Motel. our local ordinances and gurd.ellnes more specific to our soil types,
and everywhere you go, it's not just opinion. It's a collective view | ama professor of blolo.gy at \{CU — Virginia Commonwealthopography, hydrology and this spemal development.. o
of the Highland community about county land use. That view %nrversrty. | do some admlnlstratlve work also, andll do a Iot.o.f Itis stlll about erosion end sedrment controI.We.wnI not elimi-
important to you because as the elected representatives of this Cr(r)eﬁ]earch. I started studying memmals in the mo'untalns.of\ﬁrgmnate sedimentation. We will not eliminate changes in the morphol-.
munity, it is not your function — it is not your function — to substin 1971: and my intense activity on.northern flying squirrel worgy of streams. We can lessen th'e effect, but you can only do that if
tute your personal view for those expressed by the people you tB_rted in ‘85, when the northern flying squirrel was placed on theu retain the power you heve right now. l?o not give away your
resent. It's not about polls. It's about recognizing what the com S_deral list of endangered species. . . power by granting a conditional use permit Whl(':h. gives some of
nity vision is for this county and as the elected representatives, Car_Through the graciousness of the McBrides, their property wgaur power to the proffers of the deyeloper and minimizes what law
rying forth that vision. one of many areas where | cheoked, and that's been about fromi@5have as far as erosion and sedlment oontrol,.spemflcallyl.
I had planned to discuss many of the untruths tonight, iss 88‘96. And northern flytng squirrels were, | only found northern Wewould ha\(e to fall beck to the Virginia erosion and sedlment
about wind turbines, and I'd be here much longer than my ei p(llng squirrels at two sites — one up in the Laurel Fork area, thentrol laws, which are written for the coastal plains, the Piedmont,

minutes to go through all that individual stuff. But | don't have t aurel Fork area on the U.S. Forest Service, and also on sevéralBlue Ridge and this little bit of plateau we have out there. We
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need to be more specific. If you're serious about protecting as mifé meeting, it was mentioned by the applicant's attorney, Mr. Floa. - ; -

property as you can, in order to say we've done the best we canARE then it was mentioned again by some other folks. We reallg® from Frederick, Md., says, ‘We urge you to vote no to wind

need to enhance what we already have. And vou need to keemeCiate it. turbines. Why should one family’s greed negatively impact the lives
y : Y gf others?'

power you have, not give it away through granting this conditional Yeare not adjoining landowners. But I'm going to say that I'v

use permit. heard the speakers tonight present some just impassioned, very hear-{—-hank you for letting me speak.
There are cases out here in our region where you can go andfglfispeeches or talks, or whatever, or concerns. It's amazing. | mean, . .
to people who have been up against a big company. The county 11 is quite a community of people that can come out here and Lucile Miller

given permits to this one company which were inadequate to pR¥Press themselves, whether you're for it or against it. It's really |'m, ucile Miller and I'm a landowner in the Laurel Fork area.
tect this landowner, and he finds himself without any local prote@®azing. And it's really amazing that we're here tonight. But I'm  £irst thing | would like to say is that when | first came to this
tion. You can go talk to this man. There are quite a few cases loc&fjnd to get to the issue. | have some concerns. county, | went to Bear Mountain retreat to learn how to put a solar
that you can see. Patti and | own and operate a business on Allegheny Mountaifiergy system in for my cabin. And the educational programs that
| guess, from talking to, trying to garner as much information ¥¥ do not adjoin the proposed project, but we are within one mige ffered there are valuable — not only for people from Highland
I can from professional engineers and E&S technicians, what theyfehis project. We can see the project site on Red Oak Knob. Q}Hunty, but for people from all over the country. And | would like
telling me to tell you is, you need to set the guidelines, not the #@me and business is actually located within one mile of this projggtsee it continue.
veloper. That's not perfect, but it's better than going with the condi- e operate sort of a lodging facility, like Ms. Pohowsky was  another thing that I've done, that maybe no one else has done in
tional use and using their proffers. You have, basically you have {Aling about, and we also offer an educational facility and a retrg@d room, and some people have spoken to somewhat, is I've gone
power to prevent certain damages. But we don't have the resouf@&dity for people to come experience a very unique place — Highy; three, three-day workshops on the affects of wind turbines on
to fix those damages. | can't help you as a director. We're very inind County. Like | tell people, we are a small business, and Wig4s and bats. And the first one, the wind industry had control of
ficient with our programs, as Lee remembers. promote this county, and many of our past visitors come back Y& scientists. They were definitely down-playing what was hap-
I guess in closing, whether you're for this wind energy or ngifter year. _ _ ening. And then a young graduate student saw bats littered under
whether this is the right time or not, do not grant a conditional use Wecan say that we are the small farmer in the business Worlcﬁ?é turbines. Actually, she saw a bobcat out eating something under

permit under the conditions set by this developer. Thank you. tourism. We are the small farmer in the business world of tourisRe tyrhines and she went to investigate, and there were dead bats
And with this proposed project — Highland New Wind project og| gyer.

St h Allegheny Mountain — we are facing the prospect of losing the gq then, Merlin Tuttle, who is the head of Bat Conservation In-
eve IO nsen family farm, and the legacy that we want to leave our children i ' i wi ;

. L . y ' gacy * ternational, got involved with research the next year and he issued
My name is Steve Johnsen. | live in Doe Hill We are the small farmer, and so are many out here who spQlt&nings saying if we continue to build these wind turbines, there

| first moved out to this county in 1998, bought property in Dognight. Sometimes we feel like David and Goliath, you know, witfy;
Hill in *99. But well before that, | had the experience of coming ouis, Highland County, being David and Goliath being the entire wiRg),,
to Highland County as early as 1989 in the exploration of the cay@gustry. | mean, it's frightening. This is big business. This is corpgyo,
and karst in this area — very unique. If you think Highland Coungtions. This is General Electric, it was brought up. Just watch who you read your information from.
is beautiful above the ground, you should see how beautiful it is Sen. Alexander and Sen. Warner are concerned. So are congres§e other thing | wanted to address tonight is one part of the
below ground. men Rahall and Congressman Mollihan in West Virginia. Pocahontastement from Alexander and Sen. Warner, and clearly they are
Some of our deepest caves in Highland County are on the ridgsunty is our neighbor. Pendleton County is our neighbor. We ougiitrhed by the footprint of wind turbines:
tops, and the karst that has been upturned has a vertical strike. {8t concerned about that. ‘If Virginia were to produce 10 percent of its power from wind
makes for very deep caves. Some of the deepest caves that we'Vewould like to ask the board if I could have just a couple extigq the subsidies continue, it would probably mean more than 1,700
now explored with the Highland County cave survey are at ou@inutes. I'm concerned about the way that, well actually, just to §gqmills. These windmills would take up enough land to take lup
435 feet deep, and we're still going deeper. That's where your grousiéf and finish up here, | went over the conditional use permit 3 jand mass of three cities the size of Richmond, Virginia. So if
water comes from. And that's environment for a lot of endangergfication submitted by this developer. And | believe that it's lack ’

. . . - By : > _inﬁresent policies are continued, we could expect to see hundreds of
species, as well as the environment for bats which | definitely kn@wsome very detailed information that you should have, if this is gllythall field-sized towers with flashing red lights atop the blue ridges

are on the endangered species list. he’s presented. Just like this other fellow said — no financial Staf#virginia, above the Shenandoah Valley, along the foothills of the

Industrial development does not belong on top of our karst, am@nt. Well, | don't even see a site plan here. | don't see a Visgghat Sm’okey Mountains, and on top Of,signa| Mountain, and on
does not belong on top of our ridge tops. Its bad planning. It jugipact analysis. | don't see a noise impact analysis. For one thigy of | ookout Mountain 'and Rune Mountain in Tennessee. and
flies against the face of everything that is, should be, proper wifi. McBride, the applicant here, and his family, have never coggwn the Tennessee River Gorge, which the city of Chattanooga
planning. tacted anyone on this mountain to ask if they were concerned. Thig just spent 25 years protecting.l

I'm going to read a few excerpts from the GAO report on rgs a violation of our property rights, which are in jeopardy with th
newable energy as it relates to wind power’s contribution to electifoposed project.
power generation, and the impacts on farms and rural communitiesWe are not happy. We are not happy, Mr. McBride. We are n
There are eight major steps in the wind power project developmRappy at all, Lola, and Tal, and your legal friends. Not happy at g#he years on windmills. | hope we decide that we need a real na-
process. Step No. 1 is a detailed wind analysis. I respect my neighbors, but this man has tried to put in a shqnal energy policy instead of a national windmill policy. | hope

Step No. 2 is an environmental impact assessment. This hafitirange without a permit. He drilled a gas well without a permike decide that there are better and cheaper ways to discuss carbon.
been done yet. We're putting the cart before the horse. Finally, € put in four anemometers on that mountain without a permit. He Apd he goes on to say that that $3.7 billion would provide us
fourth step out of eight is permission to construct and operate {#fiuld have put these wind turbines on there without a permit. enough money to give 185,000 Americans a $2,000 subsidy to buy
project from local permitting authorities, including land use and Thank you. a hybrid or clean diesel vehicle, which would about double the num-

construction permits. ber of hybrid cars expected to be sold in the U.S. in 2005. | can

This project is not being effectively managed properly. It's wrong : h for hvbrid b | dri d | get 50 miles t
how this process is going forward. We don’t have enough informa- Patt’ Reum \égﬁgn o(;rgaﬁ rid cars because 1 drive one, anc 1 ge miies fo a

i i i i i — | Hi, 'm Patti Reum. | live in Hightown. Couple things. o )
tion on environmental impacts, and the environmental impact — | 9 p g $3.7 billion would provide enough money for loan guarantees

can tell you from what I've seen in exploring the caves in Highland Little Switzerland — what does that mean? | don't think it meant cy 10
County — is going to be great. we wanted to have turbines. | think it meant we value our moJﬂ-help launch a dozen new clean coal gasification plants, and help

i i ili ins. And by the way, Switzerland, at this point, has turned to nudgglnsform the marketplace with a new technology for clean, Ameri-
The bat kill at the Tucker County wind facility was phe_nomenaIF?1 Yy Y, p can-produced energy that would lower natural gas prices and re-
And | know for a fact that we have endangered bat species that RGVEr. _ _ ) gluce our dependence on foreign ol
in caves all throughout Highland County and neighboring Pendleton!'™ going to give you a quick quote: ‘In Switzerland, researc | think these are important statements because they're coming
County. There are over 267 caves that are now known and mapp@grams in popular opposition are threatening to paralyze prOjegt{:tsm a very conservative senator, and slowly people are starting to
in Highland County that we're working on with the Highland Countgimed at boosting wind power in Switzerland. Even environmentd® Hize that wind enerav is not the panacea. | Urde vou (o Sav no
cave survey. Ists are raising doubts about the energy source, and not just on ?éi\ré)}‘fqive cars the havéb;ound a wap 0 miti. ategory revent )lt/)at )
It's a very unique environment, very beautiful, and it's Soméhetichgroundr?. They are changing to nuclear energ)l:'h Kils. i th)(;y have fiund ways 1o makg wind e?\ergy apreal viable
i i Why are they giving up wind power? We must ask that question >
thing that we need to protect. Industrial development does not be-¥Vhy y giving up p q Source of clean energy, then — and only then — should we recon-
long on the tops of our ridge tops and on top of our karst. That®'e- ider. Thank vou so much
you. The other thing | want to talk about is this: For two years, otjider- y )
pictures have been in the paper. We've been quoted. I'm sick of it. | .
Te Brod want to go back to being a person who can do some positive things, Laurie Berman
om bro y whether it's through busi i ;
. . gh our business as environmental educators, ofym, | aurie Berman and | own a farm up on Allegheny Moun-
It's been a long night for everybody here, and I'm not going tohether it's through my job as a teacher here. We value this cqgjp,
keep you all. I've V\.Irl'[t(?}n one I_etter which | would like to present tmunity, We're not fighting you, but we are fighting for what we | think that by now, we've had enough testimony, enough infor-
the board. | wrote it this morning, and then | wrote another one thislieve in. We are threatened by this. This is our life. This is Offation. This has been going on for a long time. And | appreciate the
afternoon for you a!l to read. | would like o request that you dusiness. We are threatened by that. That's all I have to say.  gpportunity to speak again. | appreciate that we're having another
read these. | know I've submitted a lot of letters to you. How many But | do have a few things to say from other people who ha¥Ben forum. But it really is time to make a decision, and it really is
of you have read them, raise your hand. Thank you. Yeah, gre@et me information. I'm not going to read them, and 'm going {@ine for you all to decide that, no, we don't want this in Highland
haven't written that many letters but every time | do, it's just a timgubmit them. County now T
consuming event, and I'm not very much of a speaker. SometimesFirst of all, a young gentleman by the name of Derek Botkin \ye have been told a lot of things. There’s been a lot of promises
I'm a better writer, so what you'll get in writing is going to be a lofirote me a great letter. He says it's not all about money. Ellgiyge. The applicant has stated a lot of things. A lot of things were
better presented than my speech to you tonight. Phillips, who used to work for the Highland Inn, says tourists co

X X , - X > COMBSid today — not all of them are true. Of course, you probably think
Anyway, for some of you in the audience that don't know meere for the mountains, to get away from the city. Karen Craig say§me of the things that people who are against have said also maybe

my name has been mentioned in the meeting. In the beginningteh wind turbines, among other things. And Keith Kyle, who COM&Sen't true.

be bat populations that cannot sustain the loss. They're huge.
see pictures of bats littered under the turbines. We watched the
ies of bats getting hit by turbines. So | can assure you, it's real.

is hope,” and he’s addressing the president, he says, ‘| hope we
decide, Mr. President, that there are better ways to provide clean
Qﬁergy than to spend $3.7 billion of taxpayer money over the next
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But I'm just going to look at something historical that's hap- Well you'd better care about bats. | don't think we've got enougiwners that we all talk about are the ones funding the county’s eco-
pened in Highland County. Actually, Tom Brody brought it up secticide to make up for them and the birds, the insects that theyhic growth right now. If you read the list of names that have
minute ago. | have to applaud the work of the board of supervisegs, and I really mean that. Not only that, we can't — we camigned the petition against windmills, it reads like a customer list
from 1993 — 12 years ago. A very important and wonderful degireate the things that we're going to wipe out. for every excavator, builder, electrician, plumber, carpenter, banker,
sion was made which upheld the rights of the landowners up onl can't quote figures very well — my feeble brain won't keepeal estate office, store, restaurant, in the county. This tells me that
Allegheny Mountain — the same people that were up here toddgm in place — but I'd like to call on a big gun. | jumped on boattiwe build windmills in the county, these people will stop coming
and that have been letting you know for three years now, that k&gt December against these things because | heard a very consgysome degree.
want peace and quiet. We want our property to maintain its valtige Republican —and he’s a big gun. Sen. John McCain was inter-Instead of increasing jobs for the county, we'll be losing jobs.
its scenic beauty, and all the things that it had when God gave ivigived on NPR. He's become a big environmentalist but he algwill attract a different demographic of people, most likely people
us when we found it, and hopefully, it will be like that when oupelieves in big business. And he said, when they asked him alwgt don't care about the success of the county or that don't have the
children live on beyond us. wind energy — and I'm sorry that I'm shaking but I'm truly extime and money to spend in our civic organizations, or to spend

In 1993, McBride constructed a commercial shooting range hausted — he said if you put one of these turbines on every vagaghey that would help our economy. We're a service-based com-
without applying for a conditional use permit — on his propertipt in America, they wouldn't generate enough energy to make amyinity. The people that we are servicing have time, energy, and
Somehow, he managed to convince our zoning administrator tééierence, and | have the means to research that. | dont meandney for the county. In a business, you listen to your customers.
his shooting range was going to be a target practice facility. ARélve, he said he did, and | believe that he has. So add his nanhige people are the county’s customers and we need to listen to
with that in mind, it did appear he didn't need a conditional uee list of U.S. senators — conservative, business-oriented peafitem, or be prepared to find other customers to replace them.
permit. that don't think they’re worth the risk. Finally, | don’t want any of the three of you to abstain from

The neighborhood was severely affected by his poor choice of Secondly, I'd like to address that in the 28 years I've been heyeting for fear of upsetting some group or someone. | don't want
locations to place this facility, even though he owns a lot of prol#e seen a lot of fights in this county. Been in a few of them, but ngéu to make a hasty decision based on somebody getting on your
erty and could have placed it somewhere that might not haveigfa very big way. | mean about issues. nerves, and | don't want you to vote because of, justto show some-
fected the neighborhood. He chose to put it in a location that theAnd I've never seen this community pull together like this. Theody you have the power to do what you want to do. | want you to
sound resounded all over the mountain for miles away and offendgké@ple who have had led the pulling together have had so mgate because the county needs you. | voted for the three of you. |
all of the neighborhood. legitimate concerns, and they've done it. Sandy Bratton is not somelieved the three of you were the best candidates to make the best,

When we realized what was going on, because none of us hady you ever mistrust. That's a woman with a lot of integrity, anglell-informed decisions for the county. The choice is very clear to
been asked — just like this project. We were never asked if wdot of ethics, and when she brings you a damn list, you befigg what you should do, but the decision is in your hands. You need

would like to see turbines, even though in the beginning of ttiglieve the people signed it. They really signed it. to make a decision. These people need an answer one way or the
process we were told by the different developers that if people in [INTERRUPTED BY APPLAUSE] other. They don’t need to keep spending money just to be spending
the neighborhood do not want wind turbines, we certainly will not I'm sorry, | didn’t want them to clap. money, wasting your time, my time.

develop Highland County. But this project has gone on. Three years! want to say this. My best friend is an old-timer born here, and | probably wouldn't be up here tonight if my name hadn't ap-
we've all been put through the stress. All of us have worked hah@’s as tough a mountain man as they come. | came over heregged on the wrong side of the list. All that being said, please make
McBride — we're supposed to feel sorry for Mr. McBride and thgigned him up to speak for us against these things and his dandecision, make it quick, and make the right one.
family for all the work and money they've put into this. Well thébackhoe broke and he’s over there working on it. He doesn't have
rest of us have, too. Tireless hours, loss of work, money spent, titgework at 81. He works because he loves to work. But he’s against :

And what happened with the last time was, the cgurﬁy — whese things, and I've never seen him against anything industrial in ) Deborq E”Ingtoln
finally asked — it was decided we should have a public hearingmy life. He said to say he'll spend money that he's earned working G00d evening. It's getting late, but | still have what | have to
needs a conditional use permit to run it. The public hearing waard to fight these things. He will support the litigation against thefiy- 'm Deborah Ellington. | live at the Forks of Water, in the view
had. He was asked to make a compromise with his neighbors. ~ Now you have a chance here to do something that's nobod§fd of Jack Mountain.

Atthe time, | personally contacted a professional shooting rar@ene ... kno/;/\\: \t/\r/]r?alflvsvtepvljglrilct; r\]/s:I:ir\llgﬁétev(\a/emﬁ:r?ttr?:scr?g:?hinntgtgzt\r/]veeocljigm
planner, and both Tom Brody and myself, and the other neighbors, ) ’ R ) . LT
offered to move his shooting range — for free. We were going to [RECORDING INTERRUPTED] wantany ordman_ce orcond|t|9nal use that will allow m_dustrlal wind
pay the plan_ner to design_a new system, a new shooting range, as . :)uergg:stheoﬂ ?c?ugr‘iasst :n:nrdwrr]le(\),\lljz ;/r:zv;/ \;::rds V\\;\r/]éc\t]v :n lN;:lj ?cr)agvai/
well as prysicaly move his _shootlng range 1o anoth_er I_ocatlon o Mlke MCCI'Cly no to any industrial win’d development that wiI.I destroy a 20-year-
his farm. We offered to do this as a compromise, which is what we y p y Yy

were asked to do by the planning commission. My name is Mike McCray. My dad and | own Spruce Hill Excaeld business that has been built from the ground up, and followed
McBride, instead of taking that and saying OK we'll do it _vating and I'm a so-called native of the county. I've lived inhe appropriate zoning land use, and felt protected by the existing

let’s do it, let's work out the neighborhood, we can do it; he CMCD.OWE)” for 35 years. , . zoning laws. .
have his shooting range, we can have our peace and quiet —, h&rst couple of years, 'd been asked many t',mes about my POS-We want you to say no to Mr. _McBr_lde —an absen_tee land-
came back to the planning commission with, no, | don't accept thté?.n ab_outwmd turbines. My answer ha&f’ been, I'm not for or agalw‘/_ner who, when asked abou_t his neighbors, he replied, “What
I'm going to keep my range and I'm going to build another one, to§indmills, but I am for the survylval of Highland County. ~neighbors? | don't have any neighbors.’
He didn't want our help. _ My greatest fear is that we Il lose our school syst_em to dwin- But here_ln ng_h_land, We’.re all ne_lghbors, and we are all af-
And luckily, the board of supervisors made a very importaﬂl'_n_g attendance, lack of funding to provide an educatl_on that ’T‘e'@.@‘ec_’ by this decision. And if you think you can say yes to Mr.
decision. Because things weren't done as asked — he did not fBfimum state standards. Once your .SChOOl system is gone, it WiBride and only hurt a few, you are wrong. The wind companies
t be long before we become part of either Augusta or Bath CouRiifl continue to come. And any money the county might receive

ably satisfy the request made of him — they denied his conditio S " , S oo . . X - :
use permit. The shooting range was shut down. That's not what W™ that's my belief. I'll bet no one in this room wants that tfrom this project will need to be put in a special account to pay the

wanted. We wanted to work together as a neighborhood, as a fgﬁppe_n. _ Iggal fees to keep the turbines from proliferating on these ridge tops.
ily. Soit seems that we need FO explore every economic Qpportumt}d even then, there probably wouldn't be enough money to keep
How can we trust that what's being offered to us now is Whg}at presents itself. The question that we nee_d to answer, in my mindm away. .

we're going to get? We already know that we don't really knoW how do we save'the county? The answer is economic g_r_owth. WeA county near Ellenberg, Washlng_ton, alre_ady lost a case when
how much money we're going to get from this project. One day ifeed to generate jobs that attract people and th’GIr families totHwy tried saying no to the second wind turbine development. For
this amount of money, next day it's another. There’s no promis gunty._ We also need jobs er children once they_ve fln!shed thgsars, our COU”‘Y has bec_an marketed for its scenic beauty, and in
there’s no true site plan. We went for a site visit — nothing ngucatlon, and S0 the question becomesz what kind .Of jobs Carbwe_comprehens_lve pla_n it states that we shquld ensure that_ new
staked out. There weren't any stakes in the ground. There wer: ﬁg') M_anufacturmg would be, nice, butfinding companies that woldsinesses a”‘?' |ndu_str|al development oceurin sunab!e locations,
signs that said, this is where one’s going to go, this is where ano %rw'”'n_g o locate an hour's drive from any major highway arend be compatible with the county’s enwronm_ent, scenic _and rural
one’s going to go, this is exactly how big they're going to be. Not ard to f|[1d. o _ character. Let's not lose the greatest asset to industrial wind devel-
ing has been laid out clearly. We don't have any answers. We cant>0 1ets tal_k about_wmdmllls. The construction of ”‘e”? wouldpment. N
say yes to this project. Please consider that there are more tharCbpae. 2 féw jobs until they were completed. But there will not be Senators Alexander from Tennessee and Warner from Virginia
family up on this mountain. There are other property rights. Thgp@g-term employment for more than one or two people. If win@elieve scenic beauty such as ours should be protected. Let's show

are other people to be defended here. Please say no to this projé@f”ﬁ are built, they will generate tax revenue for the county. Theem it matters to us, too.

is not consistent with our present comprehensive plan, or our &act amount is not known or guaranteed. What is guaranteed is thén addition to the signatures on the petition, nearly 250 High-
’ a

rent zoning. mount of tax will reduce each year due to depreciation. The ofdpders have written, e-mailed, and spoken prior to this meeting in
Thank you. thing left for the county in my mind is tourism. opposition to industrial wind development. We want you to stand
Now, it took me a long time to realize tourism affects a lot afp and vote like most of us want you to vote. Just say no.
people. Will building windmills increase tourism? | think it will for
IUdy Skeen awhile. But the kind of tourist that it brings is someone who drives Hamll Iones
Thank you for letting me speak. to the county for a day, buys two meals, and then leaves. | did just

I'd like to address first, last week in the paper, Robin — aribiat. Tracy and | went to Tucker County. We stayed for the day, an_dGOOd evening, thank you. My name is Ham_ll Jorjes._ I'm from
many people have addressed this tonight and I'm grateful — yw@ spent $150 in the county, and we haven't been back since. Richmond, Virginia. I'm a lawyer there. I've practiced in Richmond
said that we should step up and promote green energy if we're allWe want people in the county for tourism — tourists that conf@" 0ver 30 years and 'm here — I drove up here today for several
such big environmentalists. Well, | am a big environmentalist. | me4®,0ur county. We want someone that will come, they will like it &aSONS. _ _
| believe that we can't replace what were going to wipe out. much, and we want them to stay. We want them to buy land. We One, for about 42 years I've owned the ridge line of Jack Moun-

P've lived in Highland for 28 years on a farm, and | can just hewant them to build homes. We want them to spend money heref@in. If you're in Monterey and looking back toward Richmond,
a lot of the local people that | really love saying, ‘Aw, bats. Who It took me a long time to realize that tourism generates busin@8§! 100k to the right of 250 where it goes through, | own the top of

cares about bats?’ for someone in the construction industry. And these absentee Ia_tﬁétf] mountain there, the very top, and I'm obviously very interested
in this.
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But more than that, 'm interested in Highland County. My great- After nearly three years, you've heard the impassioned voiggs, tiful, what we have here is so rare. Don't you feel that? | am
grandfather started the practice of law here — Charles Pinkney Joaésjtizens throughout the county. Why have you chosen to ign(H@epw dismayed by what has been happening. We've accomplished
right after the Civil War. And his son, Edmund Jones, and my undlegir desperate pleas? Why do you dismiss the practical advicg®fnch here with sheer grit and cooperation. When this commu-
Turner Jones — we have lots of family here. My cousins Mary Hillnbiased parties, who have suggested revamping and upgrading ifies pehind something, wonderful things result— a library, a medi-
McCoy and Elizabeth McCoy, of course, who live in the oldomprehensive plan and adopting a zoning ordinance that addreggesenter, a community center. Working together is what this place
homeplace. the development and future use of our mountain tops? ... Why woldy apout. There may be possible revenue advantages to the county

I've felt very close to Highland County over the years. I've spejieu create a heavy industrial zone in one of the most scenic, Visilgn, this project, but there isn't enough money to repair the feel-
many happy days here as a youngster visiting. Robin and | wargl ecologically unique areas of Highland County? And why, &ys of distrust, betrayal and disharmony that are growing.’
friends, playmates, kin, and everything else. | just feel very strongijcted officials, have you not been more open and forthcoming ihink, actually, we've drawn a lot of the community together
although | don't live here, about this issue. with the very people whom you represent? over this. There is a great deal of adversarial feeling, but certainly

Now in my practice of law, although I'm not a land use attorney, Make no mistake about it. If you grant Mr. McBride & condigye community is drawing together in opposition to this project.

I have been involved in land use and zoning cases. | will makéanal use permit to build his wind farm on Red Oak, then you Open rhe meeting she referred to, | believe, is one of the meetings of
couple of points about them that I've observed over the years. the floodgates for wind development elsewhere, and transmissiQa industrial development authority. Actually, there were two — |

No. 1, notwithstanding the very best representation of applicangrades as well. This will be your legacy for Highland County a5 at all three meetings — there were two of them where there
and their counsel, if you were to view most zoning, conditional ugge of transforming a county blessed with unparalleled scenic wgp;q really a democratic process in action. Everybody was able to
type cases 10 or 20 years down the road, they're not going to tst&frand & burgeoning tourism industry to just another rural cougleak and have their turn and argue back and forth. There were
any resemblance to the representations made in good faith atthe sold their soul on some false hope, hollow promise, and sh@He voices raised, there was no inappropriate discussion. | admire

time of the hearing. It's just the way things work. sighted vision. Is this what you want for the citizens and the futlig e smith for allowing these conversations to take place with a

No. 2, in my opinion, if you approve this application you argenerations of Highland County? I certainly hope not. lot of give and take. | greatly dislike what he did to try to turn around
going to start down the slippery slope. You are going to sooner or Thank you very much for your time. the vote of the industrial development authority after it had taken
later — maybe in a year or two — legally counsel is correct, it place, but he certainly is to be commended for allowing this public
doesn’t have to expand, but the practical reality of things, they will Chris Scott discussion to take place.

expand. You will see a proliferation which in my opinion 20-30

; ; : ) ; _ I've spoken to a lot of my neighbors around Mustoe. Margaret
years down the road will not be in the county’s best interest. Gentlemen, ladies. My name is Chris Scott, and 'm a fairly re

; Hamilton is the former postmaster at Mustoe, who couldn’t be here
; p o nt resident of McDowell. ’
The third point | wanted to make — and this is your county aff | | - ignight. She gets around on a walker and didn't think she could
what you do, but just an observation — | have never been involyeg' "1S€ today, at the end of a very long meeting — a very emg’

— ; ; ome out, and I'm certain she wouldn't have stayed to this hour
in a zoning case in the Richmond area where there was this m“%'ln'lnal meeting —to emphatically, u_neqw\’/ocally, and honestly, emﬁ%onight. She wrote, ‘I was born and lived in Highland County all of
" : : : ; e ponally, to implore you, beg you if that's what we need, to tu ? NP X
opposition. And with this much public support in opposition, it a{% n this request. Turn down this request my life, which is now 91 years. Born in February 1914, I've seen a
most appears to me that the three of you shouild deny the applica %\LIYn some ways | actually feel sorry for Mr. McBride to sit herd! Of changes in my time, but do not want to see this change.”
Just based solely on the local opposition, which seems so strong. .o actually the clear majority of the county come out and! SPOKe 1o Irene McAllister who couldn't be here tonight. She

Thank you very much. oppose this project. The people are speaking and we're asking §idifed the petition, and when | told her that | hoped she would come
d speak because some people were discounting the petition she

to hear. This is a community — a beautiful, precious, precious coﬁ?—_ ‘ ;
MCCheSI‘ley Goodall munity — and we need to do all that we can to preserve this caid: Why would anybody do that?’ She was rather offended that
Mr. Chairman, fellow board members. | appreciate your givingunity. people W(.)md thlnkthat—that_pe(_)ple would sign this petition with-
me a chance to speak tonight. It's been a long night. | know we've 've lived elsewhere. I've seen elsewhere, as you all have. TR knowing what they were signing.
all put a lot of time and energy into this, and we need to just bringsitan area you don't want to trade away for unsubstantiated prop-| SPOke to Hazel Hannah Corbett, Tony Marshall, Troy and Todd
to closure. ises. What the government promises, the government can eabiffdue: and a number of other people. They all expressed the same
I've been coming up here since | was a little boy — crossiggid often does, take away. We need to be careful. We need to Wa?(EtIOf thmg’ and volunteer_ed the same sort of C_Ommem'
over on 250, those curvy mountain roads, throwing up a few tingat we sell our soul for. We need to preserve the community, the! guess I'll close by saying that | have heard it said that perhaps
as a kid. Stopping along the way on the top of Allegheny and lodktegrity, the neighborhood of this community. there are some dead people on the petition list. | think that might
ing out over the Allegheny Front, seeing that beautiful front that Thank you, and | urge you to say no. refer to Mary Sweitzer, who was not dead when she signed. | think
lies, stretches as far as the eye can see, from Red Oak across our what Mary has done’enough for Highland County, t_h_at her opinion
property, Bear Camp, on up to Sapling, and way far out there all the Iessie Gutshall — even though she’s now in the grave — her opinion should be

! S valued.
way to Spruce Knob in West Virginia. , . . . I
As a landowner whose family has owned property in the I have no speech, and | don’t know how | got on that list, but | | appreciate you giving me this time to speak, and | hope that

Alleghenies for three generations, we're distraught that Red in Goochland, 140 miles down the road. Everyone says | liveyiou will take the wishes of the residents and so on of Highland
and Tamarack Ridge could be de\,/eloped Wwith a commercial Wigf:hmond but | don't like anyone to say I live in Richmond, an@ounty into account and vote no on this application.

farm. With over three miles of common boundary with McBrid oochland is also a beautiful county, and they tried to preserve their,

property, our losses would be significant. We are dismayed that SWJ’T}?VH’ tth_e (t:rr:aracte: of_th(es courr:lty. d and 1 think its absolutel Lee Beasley
a development would even be considered by the board, and are hor- v® Ot It 1€ COUN'EY I 500CIaNd and ' fint IS absoutey - Beasley, | live in Monterey. I'm a teacher here at this school.

e . beautiful — until | come here. And there’'s no comparisons. Even
rified that it may well happen. P My brother, Tom Brody, introduced me to Highland County 30

This project is not about conservation and reducing coal eniﬂ? lighting up here is different, photographers have said that the

sions or our dependence on foreign oi, as Mr. McBride and i hting is muted. | just feel like, well, I told my husband, | said/€a'S ago, and 16 years ago | moved here with my husband. Now |
’ y g‘(n going up there and get up and say what God has joined

ah el ) v b Rja_ve a son, who's 10 years old, and I've been a resident for 16
attorneys would have us believe. Itis basically about one man se » whinh. i ars. Nine of those years | spent in Hightown — very beautiful —
ing to profit at the expense of his neighbors, the unspoiled natl.ﬂ%gher let no man put asunder,” which is really how | feel abolf

i

b . | d se mountains looking at the Blue Grass Valley.

eauty of our mountain tops, and a promising tourism industry. T I i

projez is, however abouF'z private ICF)>ro|0ertygrights and oneyman’s I was born and raised here. | grew up here, | know all these guys' ™ & homeowner in Monterey and | want you to know, Mr.
) , ) d I know they'll do the right thing. I'm nervous. | know ora, that Highland County wants to be like Highland County, not

desire to trample the rights of his neighbors by creating a commiak body's tired, but the Lord gave us this beautiful county. pyawitzerland. Chocolate isn't good for me, anyway.

. . . . very . . .
C|a| W|nd Complex that W|" deﬂate our property Values, not |nﬂa 8 . am Opposed to the wind project for this County_ | come here not
them, as Mr. Flora would have us believe. In addition, it will iIIumtik-)een to several other states and out of the country and there is _nb

! A ! ! ' arison. It has wonderful people. | never meet a stranger tH4th facts and statistics but because my heart is aching for what this
nate our n|ght Skles, disturb our QUIet enjoyment, and desecrag%eglnpthe new people when | 20mpe up here. It's God's COngntry,hﬂS done to my fam"y |t has b.een devastating and d|Srupt|ng for

ly is God's country. | just, I've just been really upset. I read ey brother, Tom, his wife Patti, for my extended family, Laurie

d all of the paper, and please, please don't destroy%gnan'and even for Penn Goodall. These are the people I've known
' X Jar 30 years. I'm deeply concerned about the division that this issue

has caused. This project has affected everyone, including my 10-

precious and remote landscape we all cherish.
I ask, what kind of man in the face of such widespread, heartl%ﬂ
opposition would stubbornly advance this kind of self-servi per, rea

scheme to the detriment of Highland County and its tight-knit con Qunty with SOmEth'“Q that down the road it will be obsolete. I gi
ive years, and they’ll be obsolete.

munity? Are the negative impacts imposed by this project real ) . r-old son

. . .~ _Thank you for your time, and please, please vote no. Good nldi‘?ta. :
any different than those emanating from a power plant, spewing y y P P This is a beautiful, remote and unigque community. If money is a
forth smoke and filth on surrounding properties? Are they any dif- concern, | agree with Art Applegate, we must be better served to
ferent than an industrial facility that dumps toxic waste in nearby /ohn Sweet research other, better sources of income that will not divide this

streams, letting its neighbors downstream suffer the consequencespnink all three of you gentlemen know how | feel about thigounty. If this project impacts only one family in this county, that is

Though the form of impact varies, the destructive effect is just A% said it any number of times and I'm not going to say it agaome family too many.

pervasive. other than just to get it on the record: | am strongly opposed. | agree with Joni Mitchell who sang this song, and | quote: ‘Give
This is not some little benign project neatly confined within the vy wife is out of town on a long-planned trip and couldn’t bene spots on my apples, and leave me the birds in the trees, please,

property lines of an individual farm. This project smashes doware tonight, but she wrote a letter which I'll turn in, and | wonjrou don’t know what you've got till it's gone.’ Don't pave Paradise

conventional boundaries that separate one good neighbor from@agy put just a short part of it: ‘The board of supervisors has maahel put up 400-foot-wind turbines.

other, imposing its will on everyone and everything surrounding §eme decisions which have weakened the ordinance which High-Highland County, do not feel guilty for urging our supervisors

The impact will reach well beyond his property lines. They wilhnd had in place, and the reasons are obscure. Public discourséohaste no. If you, supervisors, are at all yet uncertain, please vote

reach into our backyards, into our pristine view shed, and our sjzn adversarial. | am aware of only one public meeting where theoe Tonight. Thank you.

kling night sky. . was true discussion and debate with reasoned arguments on both
You, the Highland County Board of Supervisors, are aboutdgjes, not just statements of opinion. And the supervisors have been Tim Beasle
make a decision that will impact the future vitality and well-beingminously silent about their thought processes, as though we had_. /4 _
of Highland County forever. no right to hear what they say, or what they think. Highland is so 1! Beasley, Monterey. | started a new business here — con-

tracting— and two of my clients waived the jobs that | had with
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Texas, where we spent part of the time — Galveston, where my son
graduated from — the wind blew constantly. There were kites up in
the air that weren't even manned, they just never moved. It was just

thing. But I'm eating at the A&D, that's down in Bath County, right ! think everything’s been covered, | just want o go over a cpu;ﬂg vr\gllnd,dacll thettmzﬁ and | wettrs] stomewhat dlsme':{)ed, o th"lkéhat 'nlt
now. | should be eating at High's or somewhere. We spend abouthings. It boils down, to me, that, Jerry, this is not a financial issydl9 r?n OUC? Y, ,egowif atmay Clir may no efgenﬁra e bWIOFI
there’s three of us in the little company — I spent about $15¢*3d You told many people that they just don't understand — Wiy here, an wontf eng |:]our pe,opfe —(jexpﬁpt or the nebulous
week. That's not a lot of money. But also, | only do the building 4uestion that. I think we do understand that it's not a financial |ss§éf?‘} ‘k’]"e re ”Cc’jt sure of and that you ﬂ|3 aced wit | used to k ’
don't do the excavation and things, so how many jobs have bdéht about money. , _ K avlcle g‘Peg:jee " e$V|ro(r)1mer§a scn’elnt():el.... used to keep this
lost just because of the two clients that disappeared on me becaugts about land use. Well, land use is not just the developePé’g ca ed roclicing Your Lwn rc])wer. eleve in gr(e;efldelnkergy
of this controversy? privilege. It affects his neighbors, as we've heard tonight. It affe@8d in producing our own power whenever we can. And I'd like to
all of us. And Lee, I'd like to address you about this. | know théite th;‘_t | think th?jt a'rlllytfk?r?qr?r '”hH'Gllg"ﬁnd Ct?]um}’ rt]ft‘?t V(‘;a”ttﬁ tto
you care about your neighbors, and | know you care about ho4t UP Nis own windmill, that he should have the right to do that.
[RECORDING INTERRUPTED] affects others because on the 24th of February there was a pdifitthe 400-footers, you know, they've had windmills for years. In
fing considering Armstrong’s sawmill over in your neck of tH8€ Amish country in Pennsylvania they have windmills. But they
ds. | think Jerry asked had anyone been over there to see it 3t affect their neighbors. And this is the issue here — when you

going. Anyone that's not been up on that mountain, they don't knd! Said. and 'm going to quote this because | wrote it down tHa@k at a person's property rights, when those property rights affect
what we do have to lose. Vote o, and lets get on with life in tiGNt: ‘I've been there. And it's out of sight and sound from anyp®oPle around them = in this case a whole community — we cant
countv. Thank vou ' ' g body. So | see no problem with it at all.’ pretend that we don’t have some kind of moral, ethical responsibil-
4 you I'd like you to think about this as you all make this decision -t t0 think about their rights as well.

and | hope you'll do it tonight — and turn this thing down, because 't S€8ms to me that it would be really hard for me to look these

them, waiting to see what the outcome with you people were. That
affected me. | have plenty of work, this county, as you know, does Ske EIIington
in the contracting business. | personally don't feel like I've lost any-

... Laurie Berman and Tom Brody— they blessed me with wohea
up there for three and a half years, right where these windmills 2

Ken Schaal we really don't want it. | hope you believe that. Thank you. people in the eye — this great group of people — and tell them that
Good evening, and thank you, everyone, for caring about High- they rgally don't matter, and that belng an American doesn’t. rgally
land County. That vou all would spend so much time on these is- apply in Highland County. You have to include everyone’s opinions
¢ Y P Sandy Hevener and they are just that — they’re opinions.

sues is truly amazing. e . O . .
My name is Ken Schaal. My wife and | live in Hanover County, I’'m Sandy Hevener, live in the middle of the Blue Grass Valley You've heard some very good deliveries this evening of people

near Richmond. We always come to Highland for our wedding otween two of the sugar camps, between the Rexrodes andwthe really cared, and.done some resgarch, and you guys all know
niversary week vacation, and as many other times as we can. Puffenbargers. o about. the research — |.t’s apouF that thick — and you have allseena
We own several home sites in the High Valley community — Lantz Mount'aln is between us and Red Oak Kpob. You mégt of |t.. I guess the main point is, that the peoplg in this room really
ready for homes to be built, thanks to Mike McCray. Those hormibink that qturb!ng on top of Red Oak, or many turbines, would revtn't invisible. They all do matter, and | really think that in the best
will not need electricity from industrial scale coal, nuclear, or winee s.omethllng' visible from the Blue Grass Valley. Don't fool youinaterest of the county and the people you represent, that you should
generating facilities. They will be what's called off-grid. One ofelf into thinking that. When that gas tgst well was on top of Redny the request. . . . .
their primary assets is the sweeping view from Jack Mountain Qak we clearly saw the lights at night in the middle of the vallgy. .I guess I'm somewhat disappointed in Mr. McBride — I'm not
the east to the Blue Grass Valley and beyond to Allegheny Mout@ kidding. And that's nowhere near as tall as what they're talkimging to put the gentleman down, but | would have real trouble
tain in the west. about up there. intentionally doing something that we know is going to hurt people.
These homes will provide a place for my family, and others, to You guys were elected to. represent the people that elected yow do we justify that? pr do we walk around and go to.our
live all year in Highland, to contribute to the economy, and the cofynd | hope you really, truly will do tht. You've heard many peoplghurches and do all the things that we thlnk are proper, and |nt.en-
munity of Highland. The dollars normally used to purchase enerd§ here saying e}b'out the vast majority, and we entrustgd the potiaarally hurt other peoplg, especially of th|§ magnltude? We’veldlf-
from corporations outside of Highland can instead be spent in Hi;ﬂ_makg t.he decisions to you. And you have the legal right to' médkeed on a lot of issues in .th.e past, but this is a monumental issue,
land. These homes will provide permanent contributions in tax b he de.c[s.lons however you ma}kg them. But you hav¢=T an ethicalaied we can't pretend that it |sn’§.
and more importantly, people to participate in this community. sponsibility to base those deC|.5|ons on what the majority says outThank you_for the opportunity. You have a monum(_antal tas_k,
How wonderful it is that so many people from so many aregre —and | hope you really listen to them. and we _know it's not easy. But we hope you make the right choice
care so much about the future of Highland County. The allure of Lee, when this first started, we were on the phone one day &mncthe right reasons. Thanks.

Highland is, | believe, epitomized by the grandeur of the view frofpu Said — or | don't remember who asked it first, m’:ybe | asked . .
the breastworks on Shenandoah Mountain as one first enters HIjit — What do you think about this windmill project Lorraine White

land. That view, and many others throughout Highland, are whatANd You said, ‘I don't know, I'm kind of on the fence on it. I ' : .
stir our souls to want to doywhat is best fgr the fut%re of this are4On't know enough about it to really go one way or the other.’ 'm Lorraine White, also from Jack Mountain. -
_ And then you said, ‘Well what do you think about it?’ And | From a very practical standpoint there are two main issues that

In fact, throughout the Appalachian Mountains, this same dis- : ; ot
L . . aid, ‘l don’t know. I'm on the fence and | don’t know which side t4°U need to be looking at as supervisors. The first is, what guaran-
cussion is taking place. Now I should point out that | strongly b&? tee do we have that this project will provide significant long-term

lieve in the need for renewable energy. That is how | made my IR On it. | don't have enough information.” : : , - .
; ; ome for this county? We've heard both high and low estimates,
ing for over 35 years. | am very familiar with the area where these €N | saw you in the farm store parking lot the other day ant'f y 9

utility-scale wind turbines are proposed, as | normally stay wifiid, ‘Lee, 1 don't think either of us are on top of that fence a”9nd we n_eec_i to recognize they're based on a dt_apreciation schedule
Tom and Patti at Bear Mountain.ActuaIIy]the first time I went thefBOre- | think you're on one side and I'm on the other.” And you: declining income every year. What happens five years from now
was for a workshop on solar energy. Antlll as | drive out Route 6t/d, ‘Well, yeah.’ when the depreciated wind turbines are no longer producing a sig-
across the ridge past Red Oak Ranch, | always think, what a mag

1 kind of begged you, | said, ‘Please don't vote for this. We dodaﬂ'ficgnt_level of_ income? And_ inflation_’s gone up, and th_e taxes are

nificent part of the world. néed this.’ And you said, ‘I carriot vote for it. continuing to rise, and that income |s”g_?|ng down? \IN|II there be

And yes, for many of those years | thought, what a great place When you said that, all I could think was, you caottvote for ?nyl ne;fgalnér’l)c\c;mektax revenll;es atalli prolperty val }“;5 a;? ne%a-
for wind turbines. | can understand how Mr. McBride thought tE Have you made up your mind? Why are we having a pubffeely aftected? bou hnow, mlay ﬁpropert)r/]va ues \:VOT(-I efa ecl;e
same thing. As someone who, from the first time | visited Highlan@€@/ing? You really need to look at the majority. " slome areas, : Ut-t” efFeop e who corr;e e;]e aresoo_ nd %r a beau-
has thought about the need for economic development here, | cah Want to complement and thank Robin. | know that the othifu %rea;](ar) )'t;]N' | affect ptEOIOfBrty Vf:ljueﬁ ef?-h éJ It cou 'meand
understand how Robin thought that utility scale wind might ha{€k — it's been a couple weeks now — when we had the.p.reviéhL%t y the time the income begins to decline with depreciation an
been a good thing. public hearing on the zoning thing. | doubt very seriously if it w

Aouses are not being built, that we’ll end up with a negative income
i i result of this.

Five or 10 years ago when this first began, ‘utility-scale’ wase@SY for you to give the negative vote on that. It takes a really gé5? _ _ o o
much smaller);cale. '?he industry has Iea?ned bitte)r/ lessons in!@f¢ler to base their decision on what most of the people, a largeAnother important issue to consider is if we approve this — if
mountain passes of California. Turbines were being designed %pUP of the people, want to be done, and not on their persoffdf 2PPTOVe this conditional use — can we deny future applica-
the vast wind resources of the great plains, from West Texas to C&ynion. I want to thank you for that. Its not easy. tions? Have we set a precedent that can only open the county to
tral Canada. But since this technology was first considered for High- Anyway, please, we don't want this. multiple wind projects or expensive lawsits to try to control them'?

One pro-wind lawyer tonight said we can control them, but what
land, and the rest of the Appalachian ridges, the turbines designed o y g

. . . . would it cost us? Are you prepared for multi lawsuits? And what if
for the plains have grown way out of scale for these ridges. They I’m Wh'te people decide not to settle their families here due to windmill pro-
simply are no longer appropriate for Highland County.

‘ ) ) I’'m Jim White from Jack Mountain and I'm pretty much brainliferation? One gentleman already talked about two building jobs
~Now we find ourselves in extended debate about what is appigad. we were on the road yesterday, so we left Louisiana ahtat he had that were on hold. You know the school population is
priate for Highland. We have real needs for money to pay for gyt ang got back early this morning, so I'm kind of just barejyst beginning to turn around and grow. If families stop settling here
goods and services needed to ensure the long-term health of,Qlit ¢ | just wanted to support all the people that spoke hbeeause of these wind turbines, how is that going to affect the school?
economy. You supervisors are under severe pressure to find the fighty, __ noth for and against. Don't jeopardize that beginning growth.
solutions, and passions have risen as the stakes have become clegfq really hadn't seen much ‘for’ before this evening, and | ap- As citizens we have an obligation to ask certain questions as
Fortunately this community, of all whom care about Highlang|, g people for standing up and saying something rather thanwe. Is this really efficient green energy? The fact is that wind gen-
County, can now put this idea aside and concentrate our energiegaiient, | do believe that all the people in this room, and those tbedting sites exist only because of government subsidies. Maybe
maybe after a brief rest — on finding and developing the policigGere here earlier and had to leave for whatever the reason, do tbie money would be better spent researching alternative fuels to
zoning practices, and economic activities that will find consensiigyiand County. And | believe that the board does as well.  run our cars and trucks. If every ridge top in Highland County were
within this community as to how best to proceed. _lalso feel that we may differ on what's important. On the tripovered with windmills, we would still have global warming, be-
Weare a small community, refatively, and we must proceed wifh,; Texas it was sort of, we just happened to be down there faramise electric generation only uses a very small amount of oil. Maybe
shared goals and actions. | think we all recognize that we cangigqation for one of our kids. But anyway, it was a long ride bairistead of subsidizing wind production we should urge our govern-
just that. Thank you all for caring so much. and | didn’'t see one windmill the whole trip. And on the coast efient officials to research alternative fuels to get our cars and trucks
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off of gasoline. _ _ _ _ opposed to this. If there were 1,500 people in favor of it, | would | yopy oy why | came here other than the fact that the good
Another question is, what happens if Mr. McBride sells his projestll be standing here opposing it. Thank you. Lord led me here. And I'm here for a purpose. And maybe that pur-

toa publlc_utlllty like Florida Power and ngh_t? Do public _utllltles . pose is to sit up here and speak tonight.

have the right to condemn land for power line construction? And Jim East But basically, what this all comes down to is green. We've heard

how many sites will be approved? A possibility of three sites has Hi, I'm Jim East and | brake for squirrels. a lot about green energy but it isn't about green energy. It's about

been mentioned. Are there plans for more than one? And where chy wife Linda and | moved here about three years ago and #€en- It's about the green I'm holding up right here [holds up

ou think these sites should be approved? It's interesting to note ° , " , ;
i/hat the farther away from AIIegheFr)E/ Mountain you get tﬁe mopaoved here for many of the reasons that many of the previous sp8aoey]. That's the green that it's about. It's about this man who

people are in favor of it. Some people seem to think that wind tﬁ{'; mentioned regarding the wonderful nature of the landscape WA#tS Some green, and the green he's going to get is from the tax-

bines at the far end of the county won't bother anybody. Would th people. payers of the United States. That’s how this project is going to be

I guess | don’t want to dwell on that. Basically what | have dorfignded. That's the only reason it's commercially viable, is because

still feel the same way about other sites? . " . TS e
y ag take the time to look at the conditional use permit applicatihs Subsidized by the federal government.

It seems there are too many questions and not enough ans@% g [aK . .~ S0 he may give vou vour 30 pieces of silver if vou accept this
It's been said that many people support the turbines but are un gt think was supplied to you all. And there are a number of things y give you 'y p y p

inati ; ; ject, but the 30 pieces of silver is coming out of your pocket.
ing to speak out. There are also many who oppose them who' Tigat apdpllcagonttl;ﬁtjug clausi rr}e tg s;og and think alnd %ﬁsgwmank you very?nuch. g youre
also unwilling to make public statements. And there are many peo 3 mﬁguzrhfl \(/)vl:)uIdesL.Jstcl))rir?grchn{ou;for ?t\:\(lan a coupie ot these,
x?oonj::;tigr?.nt know how they feel because the don't have enou | [RECORDING INTERRUPTED] Larry Thomas

Wereally don't have enough answers to approve this conditiorg: --. the Highland New Wind Development LLC. One part of that I'm not sure whether to say good evening or good morning to

use. What will you say to your neighbors and the people who vo cgher_s me, if‘ tc_)Qay’s Iitigati_on and environment and everythi Bu. Anyway | appreciate being able to get up here. | didn’t come

: - . se. Limited liability corporations are a way to sort of shelter your-
for you if a few years down the road we have multiple ridge tog if £ thi hen th q t it re to talk, but when | got here somebody asked me to get up and
covered with wind turbines and no income to show for it, and y % rom things when they go wrong and now 1 m a littie concern%ﬁg

still need to raise taxes? when | see this. They may not have necessarily the confidence t

Please don't approve this project just because some peopletB
lieve we have to say yes to something. The county needs a lon
term plan to address this issue. We need to see how wind tur
development plays out in other parts of the state. Let’s not
Virginia’s guinea pig on the issue of how to regulate wind turbin

af\/ly name is Larry Thomas and I'm from Pendleton County, West

'(%('S gilng to bet? success_ful ar;\jli p:\(/ljflsbclie \_/er_l(;ure._f_ q Virginia, which is just to the north — your neighbor. And unfortu-
You know, at the same time, Mr. McBride Is | ent,' 1ed as trWately on Dec. 2, 2004, we learned that we had a wind developer in
or of the property, and what have you, but there’s not beeg

) . . o Uf county through our newspa er, not by a process like this, but
&se signed. At least at the tlme’ of this submission, there had Ugf throuéh our gewspaper. Apng a part o¥ ttht disclosure was the
cena lease signed for t.h'S‘ So I'm not exactly sure whether w that our county commission had already signed an agreement
Please say no to this conditional wind use permit that would ggcerely_got the propertle_s locked up and the agree_ments allm that group to make sure that they had a transmission line up
obscenely high 400-foot towers on our ridge tops without a guar \ese thlngs may be taking pla_ce in the interim time, even ah ough the middle of our valley.

tee that we could control future development, or generate signTQ‘fReak’ but it concerns me that things are so open-ended on th's'. When | heard that, | went to the county commission meeting,

cant long-term tax dollars from them. Thank you. We heard earlier this evenlng_from_ a _gentlt_aman who was a\';\'/’hich was | guess was one of the worse examples of government
nancial analyst, and he had provided insights into the various st 3 every seen, because they were grilled, and they were grilled

and processes and models, and what have you, that you do ir}]g} b ; : :
. . ! . , by people who were very passionate, just like many of the
Leo SCh wartz course of developing a business plan, of developing a busmess,&&&le that came up here tonight. And | heard every one of them ask

Good evening, Roberta, Melissa, gentlemen. You three fellohgon't see any evidence of that. a_specific question and that was, ‘How much time did you spend
going to fix breakfast? And then we heard from another gentleman over here who s .aearching wind energy before y,ou signed that agreement?’And to
Well 1 was going to come here to speak against the proposal, 4t really there's this eight-step process to seeing wind turbine§go 12 “each one of them said, ‘Zero.” So I'm really glad to see this
| assume you got my letter | sent recently. If you don't I'm sufigto a generation (_:apability_an_d iniFiaI operating condition, and V&?ocess.’ I applaud you for doin’g it
Roberta has it for you. haven't been provided any insight into that. But after that, | said, gee, they said in that meeting that this is the
I learned quite a bit here tonight, especially from listening to You know, trickle down into the application and there's SOMg.g a5t economic activity that's ever going to hit Pendleton County,
attorneys. | like to listen to attorneys. | learned that we could tr@gtestions about whether there are any restrictions on the Propg{ic; \irginia, but yet they didn't do any research to make sure that
Sen. Warner. Mr. Flora has a pretty thick skin, so he won't mind iénd the application said none, but there's obviously a variety gl "\ - o' and they also did not involve our economic develop-
pick at him just a little bit, but he was mentioning all the big compegstrictions that were associated, especially at the time we had h t authorit,y which is a group that they appoint to look at the
nies that have gotten involved with wind energy; the one he forgestrictions. So I'm not exactly sure, you know, what other things. - acti\;ities in Pendleton County.
to mention was Enron. _ we might have left out there. ) . .. So | started doing some of my own research and since then, I've
I'm opposed to this project for some very simple reasons and | On page 2, you go on to look at and it says to provide a brigf, my whole life, | think. That's the same for many of the people
have mentioned them before. Congress has no constitutional @gscription and discussion about what you intend to do. And s@ L. .00 o g I’\’/e learned a lot — a lot of what has been said
thority to subsidize wind power — has no constitutional authorigot into starting to look at that, and started looking at wind turbings, . tonight’. But I've come to the conclusion we shouldn't have it
to subsidize many things that it does subsidize — and you genélad saw some that said well, there will be 18 turbines. And thghse ,yieton County for many of the reasons here, but there's one
men, who have taken an oath to defend the constitution, haveanether that says there are going to be 22 turbines, and then finglly. - o< that | don't think's been brought up h;ere and that is
lawful constitutional power to allow this type of project in the countit. says there’s going to be 20 turbines. | don't know. How manyo oot that | read by a very good energy expert who made a
If Mr. McBride were considering a completely, privately-financeurbines is it going to be? What are you guys going to approve Qi . ation and said according to the department of en,ergy’s require-
project with no federal subsidies, I think that would be somethigiggapprove? From what's in the application 'm not sure that Yol s _ \well, not requirements but what they’re projecting for the
completely different that you could consider. can. And then, you have to excuse me. | got new glasses the %% 2020 — we will need in excess of 66,000 of these 400-foot
It also has everything to do with property rights. I've heard a Iday and they really didn't do too good of a job. turbines. If we go back to the smaller ones ‘the number doubles. If
about property rights this evening — some of it right on target, some It says, another is, the exact configuration of the turbines is yn; go back to the 200-foot ones, it's 133 oob of them. and that West
of it was not — but | suggest people go back and read Sir Willideghown, and won't be able to be determined until the constructig}prginia proportionately would have to p’rovide 3.000 of those.
Blackstone’s thoughts on property rights. | think that will clear uprihase begins. You mean we're going to get all the way to the pointy,, 1ok at the area of West Virginia — there's only five coun-
lot of misunderstandings. where we're going to do the construction, right after the constryes. 416 seen projections for Highland County included in
The issue of eminent domain was brought up. That was sortien begins, and then we’re going to figure out what it is? What %‘?at— for these wind turbines. And to put that many wind turbines
thing that | was concemed about and | am very concerned thatrg design is? Or not? | don't know. | was left questioning that. ju i 10 require just about using all of the mountain tops, when
board, in approving that height ordinance change, really left the I'd like to just conclude by saying that, you know, I feel allittle,, "o, o1\ de all the national forest that's been bought. ’
county open to legal actions on that issue. | think that was a biglike Don Quixote up here. We're filting at windmills here, ex- g o vav | just wanted to get up and say in Pendleton County,
mistake. ceptin Don Quixote's case, he thought they were dragons. | know, going th}ough the same thing. | wish we would have the samé
I'm sort of an optimist in the respect that | have faith that in ttfer a fact that these are monsters that we're talking about putting i o< ‘hecause | see right now that our commission and our EDA
very near future Americans are going to realize what a scam witfe on the mountain and we don't want to do that. aren't even involved, even though they're out there, and even though

energy is — technically, scientifically and economically. So | don’'t Thank you very much. the wind developer has withdrawn his application.
think it's going to be around very long. In the meanti_me,_ a l_Ot of . He withdrew it for a reason. He was provided with a set of inter-
damage could be done here in the county. | don't think it will be Paul Trible rogatories by our public service commission and asked to respond

Sherman’s march to the sea, but | think there could be some dam- f : ,
' it hri i ; ; those. | think you all have been provided a copy of them. It's the
age, particularly to people that are close to i. Well, to keep it brief my name is Paul Trible. | live about thref® y p py

And just one comment in closing. Now | think Mr. McBride | miles south of the Collins intersection on jet route six, between Né@_ﬂl(;'rdemerts the PSC;] has no(\j/vhdeve_l((j)pedhon Jan. 5 of 209f5- The
probably a pretty astute businessman. | think if he were sitting [k City and Dallas-Fort Worth, otherwise known as Blue Gras‘é’(,'jn i\-/e operfwals : ereb, a:jn -ﬁ Sall fo e commlfssrl]on, ! y(;u
there, and you were sitting over here, and Mr. Flora was in Meliss {ginia. . . . acopt tf ° set\? e _es,, nobody will apply to site one of these In the
place — and I'm sure that they will dispute me on this — but yo Qne of my favorite things to do as a captain on a cI_ear b_eautﬁ(ﬁte, ohWest |rgl:1<|_n|;. f ; h hink should be d ;
know, | don’t think that they would have anything to do with thig‘ay IS to point out my house, and my farm _and beau_tlful nghland It_s_t @ same kind of requirements that | thin : STIOUE be done I
deal.] ounty Fo all these people from l_\lt_ewYork City who think nghlanM' rginia, and_they should be done bgfore arylythlng is approved be-

| didn't mean to offend you, I'm just switching everybody aroun(poumy is fly-over country. Well, it isn't fly-over country. For thosec@use it provides all the documentation that's necessary. | heard the

And | don’'t mean to offend Mr. McBride either, but | think they’redf you who don't know what fly-over cour_ltry is, that's somethingfah S2y this evening that some of its going to b_e_done, but It:S
astute enough to know that if they had their plersonal resourced i @ lot of people on the East Coast discuss. The people ond¥89 LO propz;bly Ze done after you mal:]e yourbde_0|5|((j)n.And tlhats
the line, that they wouldn't want to have much to do with this degio>" Coast and the people on the West Coast, when they're g¥iigt they tried to do in West Virginia. They submitted an applica-

' rom one side to the other side of the country, they think everythiH@“ with no support whatsoever and asked for expedited treatment.

Sorry, | tend to be long-winded. n between is fly-over country and nobody lives here. Well, a lot of Well, I'l just close by saying please look at everything. Don't

My final comment is that there’s supposedly 1,500 or so peo%lgople live here and | am one of them. ignore what these gentlemen say. Don't ignore all the information
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that’s available from all over the world right now on this subject. County. And we can preserve it for ourselves and future genera-

[RECORDING INTERRUPTED] tions.
CCII'OI Bandy ) ’ ) ) ) _ When the argument is made that Highland County must do its
. One of the questions I've been asking — this project obhare to contribute to the national energy needs, | say whoa, hold

- . ously is going to affect a lot of people. There are over 1,000 peogl¢ Highland County is contributing something already that is worth
There have been a lot of pros and cons about wind turbines i, have told you through their petition that they are very COffore ?han afew ad)(,:iitional megav?/atts of engrgy. Sor¥1ething that is

night, but I'd like you to focus for a minute on the requirements fBeyneq about the impact that this project will have on their Propetliceless and could never be reclaimed after setting up industrial
granting a conditional use permit. According to the zoning ordis,q on the investment that they have made in this county. Andiifs, wind turbines on our mountain tops.

nance, page 45, the requirements for granting a conditional use Rgkts their hope and dreams too. If the project is going to affect : : ;
mit are, and | quote, ‘The proposed use is compatible with surrougy; P pro) goind Ifyou truly love and appreciate the uniqueness of this place, you

. , : . : o thdt many people, then there has to be some sort of real, real ROg{rt el it out. Not for the benefits of a few local landowners.
ing uses. It is consistent with the intent of this ordinance and Wjifa nenefit in order to let the interest of one person SUpercede@@tainly not for the huge profits of the people who own these wind

the land use element of the comprehensive plan, i in the Pullieres; of so many other people, and so far, the only thing Weshglomerates. In light of the strong opposition of the people of
Ir?;re]rceesst,’ and will comply with all the provisions of law and ordirearq 4 ittle bit about is this might generate some tax dollars fghland Coun.ty — and here tonight, the people have spoken, and
: . Highland County. s
It says all these terms must be met. Not just one. Take a 100k &y 6| ot this project, and we're talking about an investment whqt%% 2? :ﬁ:&%ﬁ%}g:;ﬁ%lnzs;g];22:S\,;,;rédf;renir:b;ebrgtﬁl?ﬁéb;ﬂanl_n
the requirements one at a time. Are the wind turbines compatiig e's government money plus a combination of private, whatevghg commission, and the IDA, P'm puzzled why the board of su-
with surrounding uses? No. Definitely not compatible with Beg ¢jose to $40 million. In return for that investment, we don't 9%fervisors stil has not made a decision
rl\:lafﬁgtt)ailtlgtlzg%ﬁé?emonc Camp Allegheny Battlefield, or the natyy, 4qgitional sales tax generation because people don't go there t®\would like to ask a hard question,.and considering you are in
X . . ) ) . buy stuff. To me, the economy of Highland County is much mo, ; ; i ; inal i ; ;
Are the wind turbines consistent with the intent of the ordinangyie if people support local businesses — if they can drive th@ébc;:ris;;”iz‘foiﬂgty%% 2?;?;7;/'(')'?0?;:‘1:322% Issgﬁs'e:vtizl(r)]rkstgr?y
and with the land use element of the comprehensive plan? No. @G, shop at local gas stations, shop at local convenience SESour family members or business partners, own any mountain
page 169 of the c‘or_nprehen_sw_e plan in the section on land Usg,{ their taxes, do construction work, and invest in their COMMp |and that could be leased eventually for wind use? In that case, it
Sa_yS, and | quote, nghland IS dlStanU|Shed by breathtaklng mo"llﬁlt_-y, invest in their local bank. A broader based economy is m%um be highly unethical. if not iIIegaI for you to pa.ss the vote in‘
tain scenery, vast stretches of pastoral land, and a unique rolg,fe staple for Highland County. With the best estimate on tax reyyor of wind farms becau,se of this ser‘ious conflict of interest here
American history. The most desirable developments will be thogg,e it they come true, and if the state corporation doesn't get theiry | guess we can only hope for your integrity in this matter '
that complement the county’s natural and cultural settings.” Wit g5 of this revenue, is for a couple hundred thousand dollars 3here are other places in the country who welcome wind farms
turbines do not belong in this setting. _ _year. With the county budget, with inflation, with new federal and. k ansas, Texas, what have you. But they're not right in Highland
Are wind turbines in the public interest? No. It will not b”n%_tate mandates, that couple hundred thousand dollars we gaindﬂ)@nty Pléase vc;te o '
more than one or two jobs. In fact, employment could go downif, is going to be wiped out very quickly. And you are risking the ' '
home-bundln_g declines. It will not provide electricity for Highlan iggest, some of the biggest value that you have if you just focus on
County. And income for the county cannot be guaranteed, and th@sg-\ind turbines. Doug Cl‘aft
fore is not a valid reason. B _ _ So, I'm looking here tonight. | still don't see any solid answers. Good morning, my name is Doug Craft and I'm a two-year resi-
_ 'm asking you to vote no on the conditional use permit applicagoyt see a site plan. How can you build a $40 million project witent now of Highland County, property owner and resident, my fam-
tion for Mr. McBride. You have solid grounds to vote no becaug e plan in place and no answers to how this will impact thglives here.
the requirements for a permit will not be met by wind turbines. . nty> | know you have a really tough decision to make and | I'm against industrial wind turbines. But that's not what I'm go-
Thank you. applaud you for taking the time to listen to these concerns. But thg to talk about tonight. That's not what I'm going to talk about.
biggest thing for me — sometimes the toughest decisions in lif¢hat I'm going to talk about is the arrogance, bulliness, and gen-
Lal‘ry Bandy whether they’re about marriage, family, career, work, whatever eral disregard of the wishes, rights and desires of the people of High-
ou may not have a crystal ball in front of you that will tell yoland County for monetary gain — monetary gain that we can't quan-

I'm Larry Bandy. | live between Hightown and Blue Grass wit - ) . ) ; L
my wife there. I'm going to give you all the late-night version _everything you need to know, but sometimes you know, deep dotifpin some cases. And monetary gain that will not stay in this county,

it's the same as the other version. in your heart and soul, what's right. And sometimes you have d@ad will go out of this county. As | said, the bulliness. | don't like
Both sides in the controversy have brought up property righ

faake a decision knowing deep down what you feel, that's the rightllies. | don't like bullies that are elected officials and | don’t like
and | think it's the most basic issue in question. The Founding F4Y 1© 90

bullies in my neighborhood. With that in mind, I'm going to finish
thers were influenced by thinkers who equated liberty with prop-

Carol Bandy, Blue Grass.

the letter Mr. Webb was so rudely but professionally interrupted —

erty rights. Free men could do anything they wanted with their prop- Annetta Neighbor professionally by the deputies, rudely by the supervisors. I'll con-

. . . tinue his letter:

erty as long as they did not harm society or ts members. The Foundggoq morning, my name is Annetta Neighbor and | have co- ‘In addition, at this same site, 33 migrating birds were killed in a
ing Fathers' reason for government was to impartially protect praggne land with my life partner, Dan Coffman, for three years N®hgle night when they flew into the turbine rotors representing the
erty rights and all other rights. With rights come responsibilitiegg 5, Monterey and we recently moved here full-time. largest bird mortality incident ever reported for a‘wind project. Al-

Mr Mcl?r:ide's fights end where he infringes on the rights of S0 | gave up a career as a psychologist in the Washington, Dtfough this event was dismissed by the company’s consultant as an
many others.

area to live here. | have lived and traveled on three continents =+ ; ; ;
- . . ) ) anomaly associated with low cloud cover and lights, such cloud
Public hearings exist to find out the nature and extent of 0bPQlirope, Africa, North America, and the Caribbean. I've see ma@anditioxr,]s are not uncommon on our ridges and bir%s are also known

; ) " What's so special about it? | guess | could tell you about t
portunltyc}/ou g‘ehn ha\_/ehtlo dgclare that the prr10pderty_r|ghts ]?fhall #Buntains, the endless mountains, the luscious green valleys,
;isdp\?vcetﬁ_cyoir;eét:ctj_ng and County is not the dominion of the f:z%nggvferrezﬁiﬁ,ez:y;\i,?epruereeftiet;?;(;rznzngvg:; Szgrlllirlr?:lrsmg;]r%ztm;ﬁgrsﬁ ForFexatmplets s]Eut(rj]y CondUCtzd;n tr:}e fgl{l\?_f 50[())3 0:1 the
At ames, » pure st , : gheny Front, north of the proposed Highland Wind Develop-
ertyo e:t )t/t?: v(\:,ﬁ?msai/Stg:t:itzleir?tcé(r);sci;polltlcally Impotent own Progre f'ecljd' a’small Com”?utn'?t?]f |ndre]penctien_t, IftrOUd’ crezlatlvehpe:)m%nt project site, showed that nearly 300,000 nocturnal migrants
Thank you., — and we've seen a lot of them here tonight — people who tgkgssed over at turbine height. In addition, large numbers of raptors,
pride |n_the|r properties and their work, and their community — thg i, migrate in the day time, have been observed flying at low
Sh black night sky where you can w’atch the stars. The slower pace @ ation along Highland County ridges during low cloud cover.
awnda Bl’atton Ilfe._ But beyon(_j all of thls_, and we've heard thls_over a_nd over agajg we have a problem, and it's my impression that the industry is

Thank you, board of supervisors, Miss Lambert, Ms. Dowd, f#night, there is something here that's more intangible than tigt interested in addressing it in an objective and open manner. In
the opportunity to speak here tonight. | know it's getting to be a Ig{&'at | ha"e’JUSt mentioned. ’ _ ’ _ tparticular, it seems that the applicant, Highland New Wind Devel-
evening. You can't touch it, you can't measure it, you can't assess it i9hment, is seeking to avoid meaningful environmental assessment

As you've heard this evening, there’s been a lot of discussit PurPoses. And I can only call it the soul. S-0-u-I. The soul gf eyen meaningful discussion of the issues.
about the proposal on Red Oak. We've been waiting for nearly'ighland County. That atmosphere of natural beauty mixed with «go example, consider that Highland New Wind Development
year to get some answers on this proposal, and so far, there Y&t People contribute through their life, their work, their creatiVgas on USDA list to receive a $500,000 grant to support its devel-
been few forthcoming. energy, that makes a place that is still real, genuine, down to eagffinent. This, however, triggered the National Environmental Policy

Highland County is a special place. Many speakers before it has a sense of freedom and possibility. | think this is what Qi \yhich may have provided the kind of assessment that is needed.
have spoken about the beauty of Highland County. In my job{orefathers and foremothers were looking for when they came hgigyhjand New Wind Development declined to pursue the grant, pass-
purchase things that are produced from all over the world. | can tell¥Vhen the mist rises from the valley in the morning, it feels {3y yn on half a million dollars, but thereby avoiding the NEPA
you that there are things that can turn into a commodity preffif like God is creating this place from scratch and slowly unveilssessment process.
quickly, can be copied, can be shipped across the water, and 8.t t0 us as the mist rises up. To me thatis a §p|r|tual EXPerience Highland New Wind Development indicated to the board of su-
duce a little bit of money. But the hardest things for me to find ayeW this soul piece that I'm talking about, that's what people 8fyisors that it intended to rely on environmental studies to be con-
those things that are unique. That's what Highland County has. déSperate for, and they will go to great lengths and pay a lotfcted for another project in West Virginia. Given the potential prob-

I may not live here right now, but | spend an awful lot of timgoney to find it, even if only for a week or two weeks out of & yepims associated with the site and the clear need for a site-specific
here. As you know, my family has land interest and business inf¥f- their vacation. We've got that here. _ assessment, this is completely inadequate. This other project is at
est in Highland County, and you need to hope that I'm one of your Highland County has that soul that people are looking for. Afghst 20 miles away, and information about the design and results of
future taxpayers here. unfortunately, there are fewer and few’er places left on this plaggl sch studies has not been made available to the public nor, pre-

But when you look at Highland County, it is unique. And that1at are like that — that satisfy people’s cravings for that uniqugsmaply, to the supervisors.
the single, biggest asset that it has, and the single biggest econdiffs: @nd that satisfaction. But we have a choice. We can maintaifye Central Shenandoah Planning District Commission advised
engine that it has right now. Granted ... stewardship over this place — this soul place called Highlagitht environmental reviews should be completed prior to issuance

ben have documented that large numbers of birds and bats fly over
b('ﬁgsridges at heights that can bring them into contact with turbine
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of local permits. This makes sense, but Highland New Wind D&Ings change, that's true. We want to see things as they are, arfd@41ty, and it may not be a bad thing if we don't have as many
velopment has advised the supervisors that this is not possibleSe of the speakers have said, the way the creator made it. PeOple coming into this county. That would be a tragic mistake. You
cause preliminary studies indicate that environmental review will It's been said that this is a remote area of Highland County, whf@nt people to move into this county, and Jerry, you realize that.
take up to 12 months, and that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Servi#/on't matter because it's so remote. Our remoteness is the rea8@n you go back to the McNulty place, and you rezoned it —you
will require a review as part of the Virginia Department of Envihat this area we're talking about — Red Oak Knob and Tamard&oned it so we could have a development there and have more

ronmental Quality permit process. If preliminary studies have beenthe reason that it is so pristine and precious is because it i#88PI€ .

conducted, Highland New Wind Development has thus far not shafégnote. | don’t want to belabor this, and it's something that's been
that information with the community, and moreover, there is no sugfid many times tonight by people who can speak much better than [RECORDING INTERRUPTED]

permit required from the DEQ. | can, that we do not want this project to go forward. Some have ] o

“The information provided to the supervisors by Highland Neaid we don't want wind turbines in Highland County. It can't be  --- The overwhelming majority of people have spoken. You need
Wind Development on this issue is simply incorrect and it canrfgtid any plainer than that. And that speaker really is speaking ##iSten to the majority of the people in this county. I think its an
properly serve as the basis for informed decision making. the majority of those present tonight, it seems to me, and for @&y decision for you. | don't know what else you need from the

‘Finally, | call the supervisors’attention to the fact that just withi10se names on the petition against this project. people of this county. .
the last week, Tennessee Senator Lamar Alexander and Virginialhe Speaker before me, Ann McCaig, scooped what | had to say!h€ people who live in this county —and as you know, I'm in
Senator John Warner introduced what is called the Environmentaijen she said something to the effect that the applicant could wii#a! estate. Al the people we've worked with — we have worked
Responsible Wind Power Act of 2005. If passed into law, this méj@w his application right now, tonight. We would all heave a greitth many, many people. There is not one single person that moved
have the effect of establishing an environmental review proces$i@h of relief and any problems that we have with it would be solvéf.this county that we didn't like. They're all good people. Those
seems that we are beginning to wake up to the fact that utility-sdaon’t see why Mr. McBride has to be a silent partner, spectator2€ the people — when the person mentioned you don't want to
wind energy may not be as green and beneficial as its propondfigsevent. Why couldn't he step forward at this time and withdrdi?ve S0 many moving in here because it's going tO’haVG some nega-
claim. As time goes on, there will certainly be additional opporturfiis application in the face of all this opposition from the residentst®f€ Impact on your fire and your rescue, well that's totally wrong.
ties for the type of objective assessment that is needed before stifigland County? He has also said — that's not a rhetorical qué&e people moving in this county, they are the ones supporting the
of 400-foot turbines are put up on our mountain ridges and trafgn, I'm in hopes that he will do that — he has also said, wifff€ department and the rescue squads. Alot of them coming in here
mission lines are draped across our countryside. However, seri$@gous amounts of money expressed ... Time up? Oh, | thoughge the financial means to do that. Everybody doesnt have that.
mistakes will be made in the interim, and it is these mistakes tH&s being so brief. | would like to say, what do they do on a raiany of these people do. They not only support the fire department

ill ultimatel ide the impetus f inaful lat glight in Monterey? This is what they do. and rescue squad, they support The Highland Center, the medical
\évelzsg imately provice fhe Impetus for a meaningtul reguiatory pr center, the library, and the SPCA. The list goes on. These are people

‘Highland County is at a crossroads. We have a choice. We can Steve FuIIerton who are involved in this community. Some of them may not be able

. . . to volunteer their time, but many of them volunteer their money, or
either be one of the mistakes or we can wait and take advantage o& . : X ' . A
» . L g ood evening, gentlemen, Melissa and Roberta. — —
better opportunities for assessment and informed decision-making 9.9 vice versa. | ask you do not— do not — approve this application.

“And finally, and I'll submit this to the supervisors, this is a map, You know, I've been sitting back there for a long time and it Thank you.

that shows areas that are suitable for wind development and it most been kind of a surreal experience to sit here and watch this.

intention to go down to the county office tomorrow, actually todagf%ep waiting for you guys to go, ‘OK, OK, were not going to- do Nancy WitSChey

and see who does own this land that is wind class three-plus areasy,, o you listen to the pro positions on this, the only thing you '™ Nancy Witschey from Blue Grass.

Thank you. can get to at any given point in time that makes any sense whatsol have stood here before to say vote no. I'm saying again, vote
. ever — forget the green and all that, because | know you guys dé@t My position has not changed.
Ann McCalg care about that, and birds and bats and all those things — it doe&/r- Blagg, were you quoted correctly, that you said you could
Hi, I'm Ann McCaig. | live about three miles north ofcome down to a business decision in a whole lot of respects. They¥ not vote for this project? I'm assuming by your lack of answer
Williamsville. thrown the reason out there — that it's the money. Here’s this it that's a direct and accurate quote.
First thing I'd like to say is, | wasn't born in Highland CountySarrot, go grab it. And that's exactly what I think itis — it's a trap. | don’tknow how many of the rest of the three of you have made
but | got here as quick as | could. Boom, take the bait. It's a bad trap. up your minds, but I, for one, don’t appreciate having my time wasted

I'm dismayed by what I'm seeing here tonight. I thank you all I've talked to you guys several times about the money, the biaZhis manner. If you've already made up your minds, there was no
for listening to all these people but if | were Mr. McBride, | woul@et and all that good stuff, and I think that the county is kind of iPInt in going through this charade, and | tell you that many of us
consider this a question of honor, and | would honorably withdrdi@p. And it's that way because we're kind of behind the power curf@€! thatis exactly what has happened. You've shown no respect for
that application. There's so much opposition. The risk is all on tR8ly because of the excitement there is about the community & fact, Mr. Blagg, that over two-thirds, and Mr. Rexrode and Mr.
side of the county, and us. Its all our risk and it's all his money. A€ love that everybody has for it. That's what makes land valuesgdlenberger, over two-thirds of the property owners and residents
that's just a crazy, crazy bargain to make. up. All those are good things, believe me. The last thing you wang@stighland County have told you exactly what it is that they want.

It's late, and thank you. Please, I live in the hind tip section 8fooard of supervisors is your land values going down. It's a nightrey want you to vote no. If that's not clear, Mr. Blagg, I'm sorry.

the county, | really don’t count. | don’'t know you all, I've never mehare.

you all, but I've got to take it on faith that you're going to really, Butthere’s somany other things that could be done for $175,000 Sara Bell
really look at this hard and make the right decision for the counyear. It's nothing. There's so many other things that could be done. , \; o ening, good morning. My name is Sara Bell | live near
and not for a whole bunch of baloney. I've shared that with you guys — economic development oppo:‘ﬁ-ustoe Virginia

nities. I've said to every one of you guys | don't know how you do ' :

. it | don't know how do it without an nomic developm We are not native to this county — that seems to be very impor-
Elizabeth McCoy e o. ow fow you do out an economic development 1, some people. But rather, we actively chose to move here 25

. Lo o é/ars ago and make this our home, largely based on the appearance
I'm Elizabeth McCoy. | live in exciting, downtown Monterey. to- i ’ i i ; 9 . 1arg _y - pp
Y. g Y. to-day basis. You guys don't have the time to do it, but an econo DiShis county. It's magnificence, for the time being.

Sometimes, to escape some of that excitement, we go to a lid&elopment advisory committee — there’s plenty of people that : . . L o
farm in the Blue Grass Valley where we can see the stars at nightydtild \?olunteer for tr?/at, including myself. P T peep e Sl agﬂfggtﬁt:ge V::égez;ﬁ{ :‘ro"rs (éictlcs)l?g"fo?l\r/ yl;)uut.tLErr]:VzngSalns%ta
one time, we had a neighbor who had one of these night lights thaBut there’s got to be other alternatives, and what | don't Wafﬁ gf' conse uencez that wil follo¥/v the decisién ou make
came on, and it was right across the valley from our cottage, andy@u to do is grab that bait and take it, because it is a bad trap. There’ edo n(?t fully understand the ramifications o¥this ro'éct and
what a terrible, terrible nuisance it was ... and that was one brightmany other alternatives, economic development-wise. Mich eloan we coIIeZtiveI — vou and us. and the ones thr;t \JNi|| v to
light. I really sympathize with people who would be coping witiMcCray did a yeoman's job — very well-thought out presentatiop " e Meryel gasin the decision on 6conomic s gcu-
how many bright lights every night. But there are some other things other than tourism. There's fulfill;” =~ = "t w2 o it)i/s < ecgulation and ianoring the imp act

Ithas been said that its easy to speak against something. It idnt centers for call centers, all those kind of things. You've g(g)rtl all of the neighbors an(,j tf\e natural resourcgs is Sim ) u?]'ust
really easy for me to speak for or against anything. Its not realijgh-speed lines here, wonderful opportunities there. It just ta IS is a ublic%earin and you are charged to I’isten C;I’qu”l to.
easy for me to speak publicly. However, | felt that | would sure litne and effort. | think this group here would spend that time akre?ch one%f our voicesgas weyarticulate ou?o inions. Many of tzem
letting a lot of people down if | didn't go on record as being unaltasffort long before they would agree to do anything from a Wirhave been extremely eloquent and im assio%ed thi.s eve)r/ﬂn And
ably opposed to this proposal. Someone said that dead people watine standpoint. most of the time OL)J/'VE Igoked alert arF:d listening, so that's g(.)od
on that petition. I'm not talking about the petition now. I'm talking ~ So | just kind of beg you guys, from a financial perspectiv%,ut there are oth’e); voices that cannot speak for tr?(;mselves £\J(ou’v.e
about some dead people who would be disappointed in me if | digh't take the bait. Its easy to do. It's easy money. It sounds like #ard them mentioned a few times tonipht but I just Wantea to re-
nottake a stand on this issue. That would include — not to be seisy win, and Lee, if you did say that you can't not vote for it trr]ﬁ‘ind ou once again that the voices ofgthé wild Jcreatures and the
timental about this whole thing — but it would include my mothegnly reason you'd say that is for money. So don't take that bait. IFasnd it)gelf will notgs eak here tonight. They are mute and silent but
It would include aunts and uncles, all born and raised in Highlapghlly easy to do. | understand it, because it is a difficult situatiq By are somethin pthat we have%o .rotezt as stewards
County, Monterey. And lots of cousins, one of whom traveled froput | do not believe the county’s in dire financial straits. I've tol )L/JItimateI thoug h. what vou're F())in 0 listen 1o is what's in
Richmond tonight to speak and had to go back a few minutes §@a guys that before. | think there are other alternatives. your own heyélrt —gea{ch andyevery%negof you. | Urge you now to

because he has an 8 o'clock appointment tomorrow morning in Rich-Thank you for your time. deny this request because the applicant has made absolutely no com-

mond. So that’s how much it meant to him. : .
pelling case for the greater good of the community or the state of

It’'s obvious that it means so much to so many of us. It's also : Cs
been said earlier that this is about what makes sense for Highland RIChC"'d ShaerCk Virginia. Thank you.

County. The speaker who said that was in favor of this proposal. Richard Shamrock, Route 84.

What really makes sense for Highland County has been expressed ask the three of you tonight to have a 3-0 vote and turn this Somers Stephenson
in the past couple of hours by, we've lost count of how many spedkplication down. Do not base your decision on money alone.

ers. It was said that some people don't want to see anything differ-What disturbed me earlier is, I heard one of the speakers say fh
ent, especially in Highland County. We don't want to see certdiiPney that you think you'd get will be a good thing for Highlan

My name is Somers Stephenson. | live in Vanderpool and | am
th and raised here.
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It seems to me that the issue before us is simply, No. 1 — What . . .
are the absolute, long-term benefits to Highland County if you al- Last Sunday night, a banquet was held at The Highland Centears ago and bought a home — plan to spend the rest of our lives

low wind turbines on our ridges? And number 2 — Are wind me c_elebrate_Bus_iness Appreciation Wee_k, and to recognize snhalte. We brought with us a tiny little business, Earthwise Gourds.
bines consistent with our comprehensive plan and zoning? We kmlnesses in _nghland and Bath counties. Mr. Sullenberger, Mfe're now kn_own around_the county as the gourd people.
Mrs. McBride, and many other people who were here through-We're against the turbines for all the reasons that have been so
FHéfthe night were guests at the banquet. And at a time when dlaguently spoken tonight. We're also against the turbines for our
needs to be answered is, what are the good things that are goi ty is so divided, it was nice to see everyone there for one @an personal reason and that is our busin_ess. Local people buy our
come out of this, and how long are they going to last? son — and thgt was to celebrate the smaI_I businesses and_ to hgaords, but there are, what, 2,500 people in the county? We'd satu-
Jerry, Lee, Robin, won't you please, please help us underst&ﬁ@“’ the businesses that make our counties and surrounding coate-that market quu_:kly. _ _ _
what these benefits are? You must know something that we ddies run. _ _ _ o We need the tourists to keep that business going. Now th_at_busr
know. Why else would you have prolonged this as long as you have_'.ﬁOW_ many of these small busme_sses will cont_lnue to existriéss only supports t_he twq of us, anq a youth employment kid in the
I think that you, as our elected officials, owe every person in tti[us project is approved? Please consider the negative consequesiogsner. It's not a big business, but it helps. It's connected to three

room the answer to that question, and | don't mean second-handéB@Z will stem from the approval of this project and vote no. other businesses in this county and brings in some sales tax. So we

| mean straight out of your mouth. If each of you would give us just Thank you. are adamantly against the wind turbines. Thank you.
one absolute, long-term benefit that allowing these wind turbines

on our ridges will bring to Highland County, perhaps all the people Ilm BI’OdSky Dnght File

in this room could, somehow, make sense out of what seems to makgy name is Jim Brodsky. For the past eight years my family has | wasn’t going to speak tonight, but I'm Dwight File. | live in

no sense, and that is, why are we even considering an action f)3feq a home in Highland County on Jack Mountain, where \Béue Grass.

stands to ruin not only everything that Highland County stands fgpnguct a small cow and calf operation. We moved up here about seven, eight years ago and | think one
but also ruin most valuable assets that Highland County's got to\ye gre strongly opposed to the application before the board teing maybe the board of supervisors is overlooking is, we moved
sell, and that is its beauty and serenity? And for what? 400-fegf;se this project is absolutely wrong for Highland County. It willere because of the serenity of the county, as people have said. But
wind towers that no one can say for sure what the long benefitgyfaroy everything that makes this county precious and unique, hedause we've moved here, we've provided the Sullenberger firm
the county are? No one can say for sure one benefit, for sure. ffl yrovide the county with no benefits in return. Only the appliwith a real estate commission, Roy Gutshall, Bill Bratton, Sham-

that they’re not consistent with our comprehensive plan and zon
laws. They’re not even mentioned in them. So the real question ff

you're even considering this? cant and the wind industry will benefit. We think it would be arock and Stephenson — they get a lot of real estate commissions
Please, vote no. outrage, and a gross abdication of the public trust, to grant the fapm people moving here. Come-here’s we're called, | think. Jim
plication. Skinner did our road. It provided employment for him. Bobby

Iohn Walters On its face, the application makes no showing whatsoever tNMatCray and Mike McCray spent 10 days landscaping up at the farm

Good moming. the _project_is in the publ_ic interest_. What is_the point in having-a th_at’s a lot of landscaping, and a lot of money. We have a prop-
I also want to voice my opposition to the permit. | believe th4Pning ordlne_m(_:e at all if the Qeswes and Ilfe-stylgs of the overty in McDowell that Steve $humate put vinyl siding on.
the McBrides have heard the voice of the people and the voicénglmlng majority of county re5|dent_s can be put as_lde for the grgedThe come-here’_s are providing employment for the tradespeople
the people, both through residents, the voice of the people thro H self-interest of one, based on flimsy, self-serving, and grouidthe area. The thing is, you put the turbines up, the come-here’s
s claims? Moreover, the application provides so little informawon’t come here. They'll go somewhere else. These people that are
éy‘%n about the project that we do not see how anyone could, exergiaking money off of the come-here’s will not have that type of
and their opposition to this. Ing any reasonable prudence, conclude that it was in the publiciicome any longer. And | think for that reason, you ought to give

I think that the people have spoken — that a voice has ari§3F1es'_[' _ _ _ _ consideration to denying the application from Mr. McBride.
from the people of Highland County — and | hope you'll consider With the purported economic benefit of Wlnd_er_lergy being a Thank you.
that voice, and this upswelling of opposition to this, and that ygwuatter of speculation, not science, and the public interest clearly

will just say no. Thank you not served, that leaves only the issue of money as an argument for David Glend"nni"g
' ' approval. We understand the desire to bring revenue to the county,

. but destroying its unique nature is fundamentally the wrong way to Dave Glendinning. | live up in Halterman Hollow. | came here
Mike Armstrong g0. 30 years ago. _ _

I’'m Mike Armstrong. | live in the Doe Hill area. Now is the time for responsible and enlightened leadership, not!'™ 90ing to speak right now also for my wife, Susan, and my

We've heard all kinds of things tonight about the do’s and tHer a sell-out of this county’s heritage. But setting aside our pélr"-*UQh,ter' I would sort of like to Ie’ave my farm to my daughter one
don't's of turbines. | want to talk about something a little differensonal feelings, | want to speak from my experience as an attorf@y- It areal important thing. We've worked real hard for 30 years.
Its not really different — it's about jobs for our young people herand financial advisor for the past 30 years, having been responsiblé P’romlsed ' wasn' going to get up here and say a lot of ‘me
in the county. for the investment of over a billion dollars of other people’s monegd " stuff. There’s a lot of that crap gone down tonight, pardon

Jerry, Lee, Robin, | think all you grew up here in the county, | can tell you that this project does not pass the prudent invedtdf 1anguage. It's not about ‘me a“fj 1,"it's about ‘we.
myself, and we all — I know | left a little bit, like all you guys haveule. That rule requires that those making decisions — investment! Voted for you three guys. | dont usually let people know who
a little bit, too — we all ended up back here, and we all seem todgeisions on behalf of others — are required to do what a prudi&g hell I vote for. Robin and Jerry I knew, and | knew your civic
making a living here, which, really the only way you make a livinigvestor would do under the circumstances. This is exactly the ddgferests. ' knew that you always put your hearts in this community.
in Highland County is if you know how to work, and willing tosion this county is facing. Should you mortgage our future by charf§!™: You're incredible, man. The ball park, the diamond, the lights.
work, and | think we all are. Now most of the kids in the counigig forever the nature of the county for the prospect of some imm@U néeded lights changed? Jerry was there. You needed sidewalks
today you couldn’t get to help you if you paid them 20 bucks afate, short-term financial reward? In other words, is it prudent folowed? Jerry was there. _YOll‘ make good decisions for this place,
hour. Now, if they want to live here, they'll have to go somewhekiighland County to put at risk its tax base by betting on the poté(,q_u’always have. Lee, | didn’t know you. | voted for you becausg
else and grow up and decide that if they really want to live hetia) revenue from this project? Because if you're wrong, it is tHQU T @ farmer. And farmers h?"e to make good _deC'S'O”S’v there's
they're going to have to figure out how to do something — whidaxpayers that will ultimately pay for your error. no chmqe in the matter. You don't make good decisions, you're gone.
I'm sure we all did. | know | did. My dad give me everything inthe From my own experience, and from the collective wisdom of |don'twantthese things. These things are a travesty. Its the old
world to try and get me to stay, but no, you wasn't going to get meny financial experts in the investment community with whom{PPi€ in me. Let me bring out a little thing — no one's said any-
to stay here. But I'm back here now. have spoken, this project does not pass that prudent investor {Big about these mountains. These mountains, these mountains are

And the other thing | want to talk about a little bit is the indugNo one that | spoke with would invest in the revenue from tHig€ Oldest mountains in the world. They're old and they've fallen
trial side of this deal. It don't matter what kind of industry we havaroject. Investors call a proposal such as this a junk bond. Wig¥$r and their soft, but these people talk about soul — these moun-
here, when you're growing up as a kid, you don’t want to go out aBecause prudent and intelligent investors seek predictability, a higH'S have incredible soul. _
work for this factory or that, or whatever deal has got set up thedegree of credit worthiness, and knowledgeable developers beford SPeNd 80 days of the year in these woods hunting — one of the
You want to go out and check the rest of the world out and decidéagty are willing to invest on behalf of others. All those elements dR¥S Of my life. I work most days, but when hunting season comes |
wasn't so bad where you come from after all. missing here. The potential cash flows, in the words of one distfPéNd part of every day in these woods and | hunt. And | know

Now, we're only talking about one wind project here right novguished purchaser of bonds | talked to, are far too speculative -And | know what I’m doing and 't? an |ncred|b!e joy. I'live
It's, from what | heard, a 40 to a 60 million dollar deal. But | knoWe saw no benefit in owning such an obligation. Another, an undg'e to hunt. If I couldn't hunt I wouldn't live r]e”?- I'd be gone.
for a fact that there’s at least one more, and maybe two. One’s inwhiger of municipal bonds, felt the unknowns about the project clea(;lﬂl}ziIS has nothing to do with wind generators, I'm just saying, this
process, or being processed right now, on Jack Mountain, on dig: equate it to junk bond status. Others | spoke with were c#tdCc® has an |ncred|t?le spirit. ’ _ o
Virginia side and West Virginia side. So that's another 40 or 60 milerned about the considerable risks associated with the project, whild "€s€ things don't belong here. I'm not begging you, I'm just
lion dollar deal. Now, you can’t put in a couple of 60 million dollanoting its lack of reward, and the degree of risk the county would $&/"d vote in the best |nter’est of the majority of these people. Let
deals and still have Highland County left. It's kind of like once yoassuming. us believe again that there's this one man, one vote thing. What
do that, everything’s going to change. Based on these unequivocal judgments, | personally would FYETYOne has said — and | hate to repeat things — but don't let the

You guys are just going to have to make a decision. Do you whrgach my fiduciary duty to my client by making such an invesi®n€y ar’1d the power interest rule. | just don't think for $175,000 a
Highland County left? It's kind of like having the cake, or eating itment. The county must, in this regard, seriously consider its obliiﬁ-ar that's not — you ’know, I was listening on the radio. | was
I think I'd just as soon have it. And | hope you guys make a gotidn and its duty to citizens. Taxpayers, both present and future, Jag"ing until about 8 o'clock. 1 was Ilstenlnlg on the rafj|o at work,
decision. Thank you. the financial markets as well, do not look favorably upon commuf@d somebody in this crew used the word ‘desperate.”We are not a

ties in making imprudent investments. We urge you to deny tflesperate county. Sorry folks, we're not a desperate county. And if
you think we are, you've got something coming.

adjoining landowners, and this group that's come together toni
that’s spoken so clearly about what the value of Highland Count

application. Thank you.
Summer COhen PP y | want to thank you. | want to thank you for doing the job you
I'm Summer Cohen. | live in Monterey. I'm currently serving as T . h P do. | can't believe that you guys have put up with this, the hours
an AmeriCorps Vista at the Highland Center in the area of economic ris ray you've put in, | couldn’t do it. and | wouldn't do it. And for that, |

development. Hello, my name is Trish Pray. My husband and | came here fdwave tremendous respect for all of you. Thank you.



