Pendleton wind opponents
rally the troops

BY WILL O'CONNOR former director of the Pocahontas Countg-mails since January.
« STAFF WRITER Tourism Commission Gail Price. + Under recent West Virginia law, for tax
Sites said the commission was asked whptirposes the $180 million investment USWF
FRANKLIN, W.Va — “We all share one ?t would do with the information and feedbacknakes will be assessed at salvage value or 5
thing here tonight. We are all concerned,” sait] 'ad received. The commission announcegercent, rather than the 60 percent most busi-
Pendleton County property owner Robbiét.WO_UId consult the county attorney about renesses pay.
Sites to a group of 77 Pendleton residents a¥{fWing the contract. Sites invited commis-  « The water line to Sandy Ridge could cost
property owners gathered at the FrankIif!o" members to the FBPC meeting, but conas much as $800,000. If the county does not
Ruritan building Tuesday night. missioner Bob Grimm said the county attoreonstruct the water line, then USWF is not ob-
The meeting took place after the public prg?€Y advised them not to attend. Grimm alsigated to pay $450,000 to the county.
ceedings of the Pendleton County Commiidid the attorney was going to contact USWF's « According to Linda Cooper of Citizens
sion and marked the inaugural public gathel@WYer to discuss the opposition. for Responsible Wind Power, the Backbone
ing of a newly formed group called Friends of ©One resident wanted to know how exterMountain wind project in Tucker County,
Beautiful Pendleton County. The group waSV€ the upgrades to Allegheny Power’s sulw.va. promised 200 local jobs during the con-
organized a little over a week ago by fivstation in northern Franklin would be. Peopletruction phase — two were realized — and
Pendleton residents and property owners wikgSPonded that Allegheny Power was requirest the 10-12 permanent jobs promised, only
were concerned over recent news that tfi@ accept the new transmission lines and woulree were realized. USWF has claimed 200
Pendleton commission had agreed in a cofiP€nd around $1 million in upgrades to do stocal jobs will be created during contruction
tract with U.S. Wind Force to acquire all easd/12ny suspected Allegheny Power would passf Liberty Gap.
ments necessary to run a transmission |ilB€ expense of the upgrades on {o its custom-« The transmission lines will run along 68-
from a proposed wind farm on the southerf™S: Thomas agreed the group needed to taot wooden electric poles.
end of Pendleton to the Allegheny Power sufi® Allegheny Power. « FBPC will meet again Monday, Dec. 13
station in Franklin. Sites said USWF was trying to pit neighat 7 p.m. in the high school auditorium in
“When | heard about this, my first reactiorPOr @gainst neighbor with a divide and conFranklin. FBPC plans to invite as many speak-
was, | can’t believe they (the county commisdUer strategy in order to gain the easementss on the subject as possible including:
sion) did this,” said Larry Thomas, a found-1 "€ reason USWF hasn't produced any mapsSWF, Allegheny Power, and the county com-
ing member of FBPC. “It was amazing how?" been spe.C|f|c as to Wh.ere the lines will rumission.
little research the commission had done. Thd§ Pecause it's trying to find the path of least © Dec. 10, 2004, Recorder Publishing of

got everything from the developers.” Thomakesistance, he said. Sites said there was aVat, Inc.
said the purpose of FBPC was to start askirfj money at stake for USWF and warned it
questions, hear the concerns of the people Ypuld use several tactics to get its way. “The
Pendleton, and to try and find answers. “W&eY IS that we stay together.”

want all sides represented,” said Sites, another 1€ group also addressed other topics:
founding member. “In our opinion this is * Eve Firor presented web sites where they

something the commission should have dor@uld learmn more about wind power, and en-
in the beginning. There are too many una/touraged people to write to state representa-
swered questions.” tives in opposition to the project.

Giving a summary of the commission meet- * Price asked whether the company was
ing, Zelene Harmon of Franklin said, «NowPPligated to take down the towers once they
the commission is on notice that people ijRecome obsolete. She had heard that turbines

Pendleton do not take condemnation of thef¥€ré cheaper to construct than maintain, and
property lightly.” worried the company would abandon them
Mike Roberts of Moyers said many thing®nce they are no longer profitable. Thomas
about the contract and proposed developme@Plied the issue was not laid out in the con-
concerned him, but what made him most ugfact:
set was the secret nature of the commission's * Price had done research on turbines’ ef-
decision. Roberts asked why the people wefgct 0n tourism, and thinks Liberty Gap will
not given the opportunity to voice their Opin_not significantly help or harm tourism in the
ion, and said on such short notice, he was eppuNnty. Itwill, in her estimation, be detrimen-
couraged and surprised by how good peoplg@! t© the county’s viewshed.

presentations had been earlier that day. * An attendee said the commission had
“'ve been in public service for 20 years,fa'led to post the minutes of its meetings on

and this is not how it should be done,” saif'® county web site and had not responded to




